July 8, 1920: Queen City Yacht Club slowly sinks in boat-dotted basin.

The night the Queen City sank

A tremendous noise split the silent
night air, bringing a passing tugboat and
life saving crews to investigate.

But this was no ordinary ‘boating’
incident. Instead, police craft had come
to the rescue of a sinking building which
had loosened from its moorings and was
steadily sliding into Toronto Harbour.

The Queen City Yacht Club’s
boathouse, built on a wharf that jutted
out into the lake at the foot of York
Street, was one of the oldest buildings on
the waterfront when she met her fate that
night.

It was 2:30 a.m., July 7, 1920 when
suddenly the two-storey building
shuddered, then collapsed onto the
rotting cribwork that had been
supporting the structure for many years.

Life saving crews heard frantic screams
coming from the ruins of the building, but
luckily the club’s steward soon emerged,
having crawled to safety through an
upper storey window.

Over the next few weeks the frame
structure continued to sink deeper and
deeper into the bay and became a popular
sight for passers-by. The neighbouring
Argonaut Rowing Club built a temporary
pontoon bridge around the building. By
autumn the eyesore was removed.

Used for social events and boat
storage, the clubhouse’s days were
already numbered long before the
accident. Queen City had acquired some
acreage on Sunfish Island and Plans were
underway to construct a new head-
quarters the following year.

Since 1914, expansive reclamation
work by Toronto Harbour Commission
crews had progressed so far in the central
waterfront that only small craft had been
able to reach the building through the
narrow channel that remained.

The old wharf was eventually replaced
and today Queen’s Quay Terminal
stands on the site.

June 3, 1920: Harbour Commission dredges carry out reclamation work in front of the
Argonaut Rowing Club and Queen City clubhouse just weeks before the accident.



