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August finds us at the height of our sailing season, 
and the Club is abuzz with sailing and racing and 
people working on their boats or around the Club. 
In this issue we have a fascinating account of 
cruising the Amalfi Coast; another weird Aussie 
sailing club; a wet but happy camping trip with the 
Sea Scouts; our new online regalia store; and an 
insight into our LTS sailors and the regattas in 
which they participate. The Women’s Open 
Regatta is coming up, enhanced by additional 
activities. We have an update on the new bylaw 
changes from our Commodore – be sure to attend 
the membership vote on August 29 in the Great 
Hall. Meanwhile, there are lots of activities around 
the Club, apart from sailing, so do checkout our 
Entertainment guide.

From the  
Editor
Valerie Wint 
vwint51@rogers.com



Last year my son Joshua asked if I would like to go for a 
sail with him in the Mediterranean Sea. My answer came 
swiftly with no thought – YES! Last year he and his wife 
Loren had sailed out of Dubrovnik into the Adriatic for a 
week as part of their honeymoon. He still had his inter-
national license and we decided to use the same charter 
company, Dream Yacht. We looked around the Med and 
decided to take two weeks in May to sail the Gulf of 
Naples and the Amalfi Coast in the Tyrrhenian Sea. We 
also obtained through Amazon.ca an excellent pilot book 
“Italian Waters Pilot” by Rod and Lucinda Heikell (10th 
Edition 2019) to assist in the planning. I scanned the 
necessary pages and Joshua and I put the scan on our 
phones. It was funny as the first thing I saw on board 

our bare boat charter was a copy of the pilot book. We 
also both bought Sim chips for our phones with data. 
We were very happy we did as Wifi is totally dysfunc-
tional in most Italian marinas we visited. 

We obtained a bare boat from Dream Yacht’s base at 
Pozzuoli, Italy, 12km to the west of Naples; a Dufour 
412 GL – 12.35 metres long, with a beam of 4.2 metres 
and draft of 2.1 metres with a displacement of 9,000 kg 
and a 40 HP diesel engine. The layout consisted of a 
large cockpit with dual wheels, three cabins and two 
heads. The boat inventory provided before the trip did 
not include inflatable PFDs so we brought two inflatables 
from home which caused no end of grief at security at 
both Toronto and Rome International Airports. Much to 
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Bare Boat Sailing  

Gulf of Naples and 
the Amalfi Coast

by Richard Slee



our surprise the boat had self-inflating PFDs on board. 

We arrived in Rome on May 11. We took the Leonardo 
Express to Rome’s central station, a high speed 
(300km+) train to Naples and then the Metro to 
Pozzuoli to board the boat at Marina Sud. We received a 
comprehensive briefing on the boat and the rules of the 
charter. We submitted a sail plan and they suggested we 
review it with one of their charter captains. As they say, 
no plan survives first contact! He advised that Torre del 
Greco was not a “nice” port and should be avoided, 
however he liked the idea of us going to the new marina 
at Di Stabia with 800 moorings. He mentioned there 
was a major Regatta going on at Sorrento, so he 
doubted we would be able to get in there. We decided 
our first port would be Marina Di Stabia. The map shows 
where we went, and I will break the story into sections 
numbered on the map. 

One last observation, the boat’s name was Oxymore and 
was French registered. We were told that it meant more 
oxygen or air. Joshua was curious and discovered that 
the English meaning of the French word was 
“Oxymoron” or “something that is made up of contra-
dictory or incongruous elements”. Just a little strange and 
it meant that each time I was on the radio hailing 
someone I was very tempted to say, “this is Oxymoron”.  

1. Pozzuoli to  
Castellammare di Stabia 

Next day May 12 we set sail toward Marina di Stabia 
some 18nm to the south. Light winds in the morning 
turned to better winds midday and we set the sails and 
made great time at 7+ knots. The boat sailed well 
though you could not see the sails through the 
windowless bimini! The view from the boat was 
stunning; to the Northeast we could see Naples, to the 
east Vesuvius and to the southwest Capri. We arrived at 
Di Stabia, and I hailed the marina on the radio. Note that 
my Italian is nonexistent, and most marinas have the 
same problem with English. Also, instead of a standard 
marina channel e.g. 68, each marina used a different 
channel, so a pilot book is essential for VHF channels, 
emails, and telephone numbers. You also must be 
aware of the numerous high-speed ferries, some of 
which are quite large and have significant wakes. They 
run continuously all over the Gulf of Naples and the 
Amalfi Coast. 

We experienced our first rude surprise. After many 
exchanges on the radio this large new marina had no 
space for us. When asked for advice on where to go 
they told us to head due south for one mile! So, what 
was there? The short answer Castellammare di Stabia. 
Joshua scrambled to find some information on the port 

and discovered one short 
paragraph in the pilot book. 
When we got into the harbour, I 
hailed Porto Davide Marina and 
got a garbled reply that 
sounded like “wait”. A few 
minutes later a man came 
roaring out in a dinghy and 
indicated by hand gesture we 
should follow him. Giovanni, an 
Ormeggiatore (Italian for 
someone who ties up your 
boat), guided us in and with the 
assistance of two other Ormeg-
giatori, moored the boat in a 
stern-in med mooring. This was 
a great spot with a wonderful 
view of the Gulf and Vesuvius.  

Local train
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The location was perfect – it had few tourists, a train 
station, lots of wonderful restaurants, and a gondola car 
that would take you up to the top of Monte Faito. Over 
the next four days we visited the ruins at Herculaneum, 
climbed Vesuvius, visited the ruins at Pompei, went to 
the top of Monte Faito and visited Sorrento.  

On May 13 we took the local train (not to be confused 
with the high-speed trains of Italy – see picture) to 
Herculaneum, a Roman town that was destroyed in the 
eruption of Vesuvius in 79AD. It is well preserved and 
shows how life was at the height of the Roman Empire. 
A poignant situation is seen by the skeletons in the boat 
houses still waiting after 2,000 years for the rescue that 
never came. After the ruins we took a bus from Ercolano 
to the entrance to the National Park of Vesuvius at the 
1,000-metre mark. From there we climbed 280 metres 
to the top where we had a wonderful view of the Gulf 
and the crater. On page 8 is a picture of Joshua and me 
at the top of Vesuvius with the Gulf in the background. 

The next day we took the gondola car to the top of 

Monte Faito, a 1,131-metre-high limestone mountain 
across from Vesuvius. We took in the spectacular views 
and had lunch at the Belvedere Restaurant overlooking 
Sorrento and the Island of Capri. 

On May 15 we took the train to the famous ruins of the 
Roman city of Pompeii, buried in ash in 79AD and 
beautifully preserved. We spent most of the day 
exploring the ruins including the basilica (law courts and 
municipal offices), forum, temples, houses, amphithe-
atres, and a large stadium. We continued to the northern 
part of the city to see the cisterns that had a sophisti-
cated gating system to provide a controlled water flow to 
buildings in Pompeii. Joshua being an engineer thought 
it was interesting, as did I, though we noticed there were 
no tourists around. They were all looking at the erotic 
wall paintings in the Lupanar (brothel) that we could not 
even get close to. Some of the wall paintings such as 
the Villa Mystery were truly amazing. Joshua treated me 
to an early 70th birthday dinner at the President 
Restaurant in Pompeii, a Michelin-starred restaurant with 

Porto Davide
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a phenomenal wine pairing from the 
local region of Campania. We drank 
nothing but local wines for most the 
trip and we were never disappointed. 

We had planned to sail to Sorrento 
the next day but got no response 
from the marina there. So, on May 
16 we went by train to Sorrento 
where we had dinner and sampled 
limoncello liquors in a lemon grove 
for which Sorrento is famous. 

2. Castellammare di 
Stabia to Amalfi 

We headed out from Porto Davide (Castellammare di 
Stabia) on May 17. The average cost of the mooring was 
$250 CDN a night with electricity and water extra, based 
on use. We thought at the time this was expensive, but 
we soon learned this would be the lowest mooring cost 
during the trip. We had originally planned to anchor out 
in some places, but due to the waves from passing high 
speed ferries and the dangerous coastlines, though 
lovely, we decided to use protected harbours. We had 
observed few boats, except those belonging to local 
fishers, anchored out beyond the harbours. We 
proceeded to motor (no wind) to Amalfi going around 
the point at Punta Campanella and down the coast past 
Positano to the harbour of Amalfi, about 25 nautical 
miles. Amalfi is an old town nestled in the limestone 
mountains of the Amalfi Coast. We radioed into the 
Coppola Marina where we had a reservation (we were 
learning) and were met by an Ormeggiatore who came 
out in a dinghy, tied it off, boarded the boat, took the 
helm and skillfully guided us to our mooring. Such 
service was not to be repeated but was really appre-
ciated given the crowded, tightly packed harbour that 
had a number of ugly rocks. He would also take us out 
of the mooring using his staff to kedge us off using other 
boats. 

Amalfi is a very attractive town nestled in the limestone 
Lattari mountains. We were in the southwest of the 
harbour which gave us a nice view of Amalfi. Tourist 
boats were very active during the day coming in at 
speed, dropping anchor, pivoting 180 degrees, dropping 

the boarding ramp and discharging and picking up 
tourists. Our end of the harbour was relatively quiet, but 
we decided to venture onto the main street which was 
crowded with tourists and souvenir shops. Off to the 
side and up a small street we found a great grocery 
store and bought some provisions. We discovered a 
maritime museum in the old Arsenal building near the 
main harbour which detailed the extensive history of 
Amalfi. Joshua then took me to La Caravella, the first 
Michelin-starred restaurant in southern Italy, situated in a 
12th century Piccolomini Ducal palace, with art and silks 
adorning the walls. After dinner, we visited their private 
museum and art gallery. Mooring for two days was $555 
CDN; it would have been cheaper if I had agreed to pay 
cash. 

3. Amalfi to Capri 
May 19, we left and tried to sail up the Amalfi Coast to 
the island of Capri. The wind was just not going to 
cooperate. There are several things to do in Capri, one of 
them was to take a boat tour around the island. As we 
already had a boat we decided to do a circumnavigation 
of Capri. The limestone cliffs are amazing. The island is 
covered in exclusive homes and resorts, not to mention 
the streets lined with luxury shops. We passed the 
crowded Blue Grotto and decided we didn’t really have 
to see it. After going around the island we proceeded to 
the Grand Capri Marina. It was crowded with lots of 
boats and ferries, but Joshua managed to bring the boat 
to a mooring. We then discovered that the crew (me) 
had made a serious mistake of forgetting the pigtail 
(electrical adapter) back in Pozzuoli, and the Capri 
marina, which was charging us $310 CDN a night for the 

Capri



mooring did not have a pigtail. Some very nice sailors 
beside us loaned us one for the night but we had to 
obtain the parts from a local marine store so that Joshua 
could make a pigtail up for use the next day when our 
neighbours were leaving.  

We once again discovered that when the ferries stopped 
around 7pm the day tourists disappeared, and Capri like 
Amalfi, became much less crowded. We decided to go 
up the cliffs to the town of Capri. I suggested the 
Funicular (incline railway). Joshua thought I meant a 
gondola car but was pleasantly surprised in his first ride 
up a Funicular up to Capri. After dinner we walked 
through the quaint streets of Capri lined with exclusive 
luxury stores and hotels. Next day we took a local bus up 
the side of the mountains to the town of Anacapri. We 
did this during the day, and it was a definite zoo, but we 
finally boarded the small local orange bus which took us 
up very narrow streets (sometimes having to back up to 
let other traffic by) with drops of 400 metres plus. 
Anacapri was a very attractive town and we had lunch at 
La Zagara restaurant situated in a quiet lemon grove. 

4. Castellammare di Stabia again 
We left Capri on May 21 headed for the island of Ischia. 
The wind was from the west at 15 to 20 knots and 
when we cleared harbour, we discovered the waves 
were a good 1.5 metres, and on the nose of course. Our 

planned harbour, Casamicciola, on the northwest side of 
the island of Ischia would be difficult to get into, and 
motoring through high waves and winds for four hours 
didn’t appeal to us so we decided to surf the waves 
(sometimes reaching 12 knots) and head back to Porto 
Davide in Castellammare di Stabia. We had a lovely walk 
along the waterfront and dinner at a local establishment 
and then returned to the boat. 

5. Castellammare di Stabia to Santa 
Lucia Naples 

We left Castellammare di Stabia on May 22 and motor-
sailed again for 13nm to Santa Lucia Naples. Going 
towards Naples, a major port, you had to be continu-
ously alert for ferries, freighters, and a large number of 
fish farms! The day before, Joshua had tried to contact 
the harbour authorities at Santa Lucia without any 
response. A general search of the internet showed a 
listing for Motorboat Italia. He contacted them and made 
a reservation for two nights. We arrived and I radioed in 
but because of the language barrier we ended up doing 
pirouettes in the middle of the small harbour looking for 
anyone who could direct us into the mooring for 
Powerboat Italia. We finally saw someone waving and 
proceeded south into a densely packed mooring where 
we finally, with assistance, were able to moor. This 
mooring proved to be excellent as it was well protected 

Alamlfi with Oxymore



and located in Naples without being in the commercial 
harbour.  

We took a tour of the underground tunnels of Naples. 
These were quarries that were first carved out by the 
Greeks starting in 700BC when they founded the city 
and called it the “New City”. The Romans used the 
quarries as cisterns to store water for the city. In the 
Middle Ages wells were created to access the water in 
the underground tunnels and cisterns. This water system 
was abandoned in the late 1800s due to contamination, 
however during the second world war the tunnels were 
wired for electricity and used as bomb shelters. At the 
end of the war rubble from the bombing was thrown 
into the tunnels filling them up. Recently a kilometre has 
been dug out for tourists to see.  

Next, we visited the National Archeological Museum to 
see the collection of artifacts and wall paintings from 
Herculaneum, Pompeii and Di Stabia. We also visited the 
aquarium close to the harbour and had a wonderful 
dinner at a Michelin-rated restaurant (using the 
affordable rating of Bib Gourmand) La Locanda Gesu 
Vecchio. The meal of course did not disappoint.  

6. Santa Lucia Naples to base in 
Pozzuoli Marina Sud 

We left for home base on May 24 after paying for our 
moorings at $275 CDN per night and filling up our fuel 
tank with 56 litres at a cost of $176 CDN. There was no 
fuel facility at Marina Sud. It was a short voyage of 8nm. 
We arrived back to a very quiet town that had been 
ravaged by earthquakes while we were cruising! The 
town sits on a super volcano, and the earthquakes, the 
worst in 40 years, had happened on the Monday before 
our arrival on Friday May 24. Eighty percent of the  
townspeople had been evacuated and there were signs 
of damage to the buildings in towns.  

The charter company Dream Yacht fully inspected our 
boat Oxymore and cleared us to leave the next morning. 
We returned to Canada the next day May 25, 2024. A 
wonderful trip made even better by sailing with my son 
Joshua. 

On top of Vesuvias
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Our tour of some of the world’s most unusual yacht 
clubs takes us back to Australia. Is it surprising  
though that the land down under is home to so many 
quirky spots? 

Austin Powers may have returned “shag” to our lexicon, 
but for Australians, it never left because a great shag is a 
bird, cormorant to be exact. They are found in the 
Whitsunday Islands and that’s where we find the Shag 
Islet Cruising Yacht Club. Well, you won’t really find it 
there because there is no physical club, but that hasn’t 
stopped it from becoming one of the largest yacht clubs 
in the world, boasting more than seven-thousand 
members worldwide. Not bad for a club only  
15 years old. 

In 2009, the then Ken Thackeray, now Vice Commodore 
Raby Bay, and his wife were visiting New Zealand and 
wanted to see all the America’s Cup memorabilia on 
display at the Royal New Zealand Yacht Club. Thackeray 
said, “we got dressed appropriately and arrived at 
reception and found we weren’t able to enter and 
having called the manager in, he explained to us that 

you either had to be a member of the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron or another Royal Club or the 
flag officer of any fleet and we waited for our cab and off 
we went.” 

Fast forward a few months and Thackeray is in the 
Gloucester Passage in the Whitsundays enjoying a drink 
with an old ex-army buddy who tells him, “If you had 
been a vice commodore of some crappy little yacht club 
they would have let you in”. These words of wisdom 
spoken as they gazed at Shag Islet. The light went on 
and when they got home, they bought a pile of vice 
commodore burgees because they figured that 
everybody should be a vice commodore in this organi-
sation, so the Shag Islet Yacht Club was born. There are 
now more than 7,000 Shaggers around the world. All of 
them Vice Commodores. 

While there is a fun side to this, the Club’s main goal is 
to maintain a network for cruising yachties across 
Australia, publishing regular newsletters with events and 
information to keep cruisers in the know. 

Shag Islet Cruising Yacht Club  

A Bit Of A Shag Baby
by Roger Petersen



Members Worldwide  
Even joining is fun. When you get to the membership 
page on the website, it asks you. For example, vice 
commodore lagoon. The lifetime membership includes 
the spiffy golf shirt, and your membership number is 
0010 because their motto is we are exclusively 
unexclusive. And there are no contribution hours. You 
can even fly the burgee, which people have seen in the 
strangest of places. 

Thackeray said “we had a Special Forces guy who’s been 
one of thmie fellows for a fair while and he arrived in 
Kabul, and was operating out of Special Forces 
Headquarters and we wondered why we got all of these 
French and strange nations joining up. Then he sent a 
photo of them all with their bloody glasses on and the 
SICYC burgee on the wall up behind them.” 

Another member pulled into the Galapagos late at night 
and the crew turned in. When they woke in the morning, 
the boat beside them was flying the SICYC burgee. 

About eight years ago, one of the members was at the 
Audi Hamilton Island Race Week and he realized his 
crew may have won their division, except they got fright-
fully drunk and went off to the Hamilton Island Tavern 
and the security people said, “You’ve got to come back, 
you’ve got to come back, you’ve got to come back. 
You’ve won the Audi.” Still to this day, he can’t remember 
picking up the keys. 

Shaggers Giving Back 
An unexpected side success to the SIYC was a fundraiser 
for prostate cancer that started as a fun gathering and 
has now turned into a massive event that has raised 

hundreds of thousands of dollars for research. It’s called 
Rendezvous and the first one brought 34 people 
together and a raffle for a bottle of red wine. It made 
$265 AU. It was handed over to a local resort to put the 
Club’s logo out front. Then for whatever reason, it started 
taking off. So Thackeray and the then small group of 
Shaggers tried to figure out a charity to support. Several 
members stepped forward saying they were being 
treated for prostate cancer and pardon the pun butt it 
seemed a natural fit. 

From the original 34, the annual August Rendezvous 
attracts upwards of 240 boats to the Shag Islet and 
hundreds of other Shaggers come via land. The parties 
are themed, there are bands, and a great time is had by 
all. Most importantly cancer survivors are invited and 
treated to a VIP experience aboard a super yacht with a 
band on the back of it. They share their fight against 
prostate cancer while being entertained on the water 
and having a champagne. Thackeray said “It’s just a 
lovely sight to see all these people in their blue shirts up 
there enjoying themselves.” 

We’ll leave the last word to Thackeray. “This SICYC thing 
was something that took us totally by surprise and 
look…it’s just been a journey of great experiences, with 
some wonderful people and it’s not been a burden at 
all. It’s just something that evolved and has more or less 
enriched my life and my wife’s life as well. 
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On Wednesday morning, while the remains of Hurricane 
Beryl were dumping all over southern Ontario, the Sea 
Scouts that Queen City sponsors were out on Lake 
Kennabi in Haliburton sailing and having a great time.  

When we woke and looked at the forecast, we were a 
little concerned, but using our eyes and local weather 
sense, it just didn’t look to be a show-stopper. We put 
on our water shoes and rain gear and set out from our 
campsite at Kingfisher Point in Haliburton Scout Reserve 
(HSR) to make our first sailing session at the main dock. 
The winds were steady at about 6 knots and though not 
everyone was eager when we set out, by the time we 
had been sailing for 10 minutes everyone was having a 
great time despite the rain.  

The CL Echo dinghies had crews of 3 each and the Sea 
Scouts were speeding and weaving past each other and 
practising the skills they learned at QCYC this June. 
Sadly, the rain eventually soaked us through and we 

began to get cold, but there were no regrets and many 
smiles as we snacked, danced and warmed up in the 
Program Shack before heading back to camp.  

It was too wet to hike to High Falls that afternoon as we 
planned, but it will still be there next year, and we had a 
good afternoon in our campsite making our supper of 
pan-fried perogies. 

The next morning had no rain, but the gusty weather 
meant there was quite a bit of swamping and bailing 
and one capsize in our sail boat. We had even more fun 
than Wednesday and sailed and bailed until they made 
us come in two and half hours later. 

Sailing was just one of many activities at Haliburton, but 
it was one made so much better by our sailing 
experience in June and the support of QCYC.  

In addition to sailing, we rappelled down a cliff face, 
climbed, kayaked, swam, made strawberry jam, built a 

Haliburton Scout Reserve 

Sea Scouts  
Camping and Sailing 

by Keith Nunn



flag mast, made amazing food, 
gazed at the stars, competed 
in the HSR regatta, sang at the 
whole camp campfire, and 
canoed absolutely everywhere. 

We had flag ceremonies with 
bosun’s pipe every morning 
and sunset, and we have 
plans for a new mast next year 
that will let us fly the QCYC 
burgee prominently for all to 
see. 

Our mornings and evenings 
were also beautifully supple-
mented with a natural sound-
track provided by the loons 
and frogs on the lake. We had 
a wonderful time and have 
already booked ourselves in 
for a return trip in July 2025. 
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Back in the May 2020 issue of the QCYC Clipper 
(available on the QCYC website) I wrote an article about 
the incredible Churchill family’s long association with 
QCYC from their move to the Island in 1921 up to the 
1970’s, and their yacht, the flagship of the Queen City 
fleet for decades, the Madora. There was a short follow 
up piece in the May 2021 Clipper on the proper spelling 
of Madora. 

The Madora was designed by Mathew Churchill in 1913, 
a transplanted Newfoundlander from Portugal Cove, and 
built by his five sons, William (Bill), Charlie, Michael, Joe, 
and Walter (Walt) in a back yard on Lea Ave. It became 
the pride of the QCYC fleet for many years immediately 
after the Club relocated to the Island in 1921. It was 
burned in a quasi-Viking funeral ceremony in the QCYC 
yard in 1952. The remnants of its scrap iron and 
concrete ballast are still visible in the marine yard today. 
The extensive Churchill family were an integral part of 

QCYC for decades. 

As the Clipper magazines on our website are accessible 
to search engines, two separate branches of the family, 
each doing their own genealogy, came across it and 
contacted the Club and eventually me as the author.  

Ron Howell made contact first, shortly after the 2020 
article was published. It was Ron who provided the 
correct spelling of Madora (a contraction of Matthew 
Churchill and his wife Dorcas). Ron was born in 1936 to 
one of Bill Churchill’s daughters, Emilie. Unfortunately, 
his mother tragically died a month after his birth and he 
was raised by his grandparents Bill and Kate, and the 
extended Churchill family of uncles and aunts, as well as 
his father’s family.  

The other family contact was made more recently this 
April, by Lindsay White from another branch of the 
Churchill family tree. Lindsay is the great granddaughter 

Bill Churchill  
- Quite the Story 

by Ron MazzaKate and Bill Churchill 1950's
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of Bill Churchill’s first child, Ethel Mae, from Bill’s first 
marriage. Confused yet? It gets even more complicated. 

They have both made pilgrimages to the Club in honour 
of their family history and to make a physical connection 
to it. On both occasions I was delighted to be their host 
and guide, and from them I’ve learned more of the rich 
history of that family, especially their direct ancestor, 
William (Bill) Churchill. Lindsay and her partner, Scott, 
joined us on Circe for this 
year’s Sail Past and spent 
many hours exploring the 
Club and grounds. Due to 
COVID restrictions and other 
delays Ron was not able to 
come to the Club until this 
June this. At a spritely 88 
years old, he brought two of 
his children, Brett and 
Deborah, and his cousin, Jill 
Liberty, daughter of another 
of Bill Churchill’s many 
children, Helen, and two of 
her children Nicole and 
Steven. 

Both Ron and Lindsay 
provided much more detail 
of their direct relative, Bill 
Churchill, who was quite the 
character. Born in 1867, he 
lived to the ripe old age of 
96, passing away in 1963. 
He married three times and 
fathered 14 children. He was 
married to his third wife, Kate 
for 63 years. He and two of his sons, Fred and Jim were 
plasterers by trade. Ron worked summers with them as 
a teenager mixing plaster. Bill loved his cigars and was 
seldom seen without one. He did not retire until a year 
before his death. Ron was particularly close to Bill and 
his third wife Kate, who passed away at age 87 in 1966.  

Ron remembers as a young child many trips to QCYC in 
the 1940’s to stay on the Madora. One particularly terri-
fying experience is seared in his memory. He was 
watching his grandmother Kate (who wasn’t particularly 
fond of sailing and could not swim) teetering up a 

steeply sloped wooden plank to get from the sandy 
natural shoreline of the Island (this was well before the 
present seawall was built) up to the Madora, but not 
quite making it. She lost her balance and plunged into 
the lagoon and disappeared. He recalls in horror 
watching her arm raise above the water and disap-
pearing again before she was finally rescued by other 
family members.  

Ron was there at age 16 in 
1952 when the Madora was 
burned in the QCYC Yard and 
recalls it clearly. Bill was dead 
against selling Madora as he 
did not want to see it leave 
the family, but the Club 
wanted it gone before the rot 
that was slowly consuming her 
spread to other boats in the 
Club. A ceremonial burning 
was agreed on. Fish chowder 
was provided to all spectators. 
The boat had already been cut 
up into sections and piled 
together for the bonfire. But 
even though it had been 
sitting out of the water for 
some years, it was so rotted 
that it would not ignite and 
liberal amounts of gasoline 
were required.  

This is what Lindsay has 
learned about William (Bill) 
Churchill from the Crooker 
side of the family in her  

own words.  

“William James Churchill was first married to Nettie 
Crooker in 1889, when Nettie was 17 and William was 
22. In November of 1890, the pair became parents to 
Ethel Mae Churchill, but poor Nettie contracted Typhoid 
and died in September of 1891, less than a year into 
Ethel Mae's life. William Churchill became a widower 
and a single father at 23 years of age. 

Ethel Mae spent the early years of her life being 
predominantly raised by William’s parents Matthew and 

Bill Churchill (right) at the burning of the 
Madora in the QCYC Yard 1952.



Dorcas, at 356 Lippincott, which still stands today! 

William, still a young man at this point, remarried at 26 
to a woman named Ida Hiscock. William and Ida had 
two children together. However, shortly into their 
marriage, William was often taking work in Buffalo, and 
met a woman named Catherine/Kate Craig who was 
working at the rooming house he stayed in during these 
work periods.  

Kate and William soon found themselves in a 
relationship, and when Kate became pregnant, 
William’s marriage to Ida had to come to an end. 
William’s first daughter Ethel Mae was 8 when William 
married Kate. As you know, the Craig-Churchill family 
became quite large! 

As it would happen, Ethel Mae wound up marrying 
Kate’s brother James, so in the year 2024, I am blood 
related to both the Churchills and the Craigs… 

It really is quite the story, isn't it? William Churchill 
fathered 14 children, although there are family rumours 
(on the Craig side) that there were "probably more" 
who weren't acknowledged. How did he find the time 
for all this? How'd he keep all those names straight?!?” 

Quite the story indeed! 
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    Sailing Connections
The goal of this game is to sort the 16 words into groups of four, where each group has a common connection. 
 For example, green, red, white, and blue are all colors. Have fun!

                 Gull                         Cleat                        Sheet                     Leeward  

                 Run                     Forecastle                Cormorant                 Halyard  

            Boatswain                    Puffin                       Spring                      Splice  

                Rode                        Knot                      Gunwale                 Albatross

Answers on page 22

 

 

 

Bill Churchill 
descendants at 
the remains of 

the Madora. 



In addition to the awards for racing, several awards are presented for outstanding achievement.  

These include: 

Parkinson Trophy – Outstanding achievement in open competition  

Sportsmanship Trophy – Member exhibiting the most sportsmanlike conduct  

QCYC 16-foot Skiff Cup – Most valuable keelboat crew 

NYC 16-foot Skiff Cup – Most improved sailor 

Jack Albertson Troph – Outstanding service to the Club  

Bobby Norton Plaque  – Community service through yachting 

Valhalla Trophy – Awarded annually to the yacht with the best cruising log 

Georgina World Cup 
Awarded annually to the yacht, which has entered 
the greatest number of individual ports outside a 
25 nautical mile radius from the Club  

QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class  
Best Photograph  

QCYC Regatta 1905 Special Class 
Best Photograph Showing QCYC Spirit  

Nominations for Senior Club awards must be 
submitted on the Nomination Form, available on 
the web site, to the office Attn.: Trophy Committee 
or by email to @qcyc.ca by August 31.  

A nomination for the cruising trophies must be 
accompanied by the yacht's logbook. 

Either prints or slides must be submitted for the 
photography  
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DIFFERENT
BOATERS

DIFFERENT
NEEDS

ONE NAME IN SAILING

 

Call for Nominations 
for Awards



On August 17 we will again be running the Women’s 
Open Regatta, one of QCYC’s premier on-the-water 
events, as a pursuit race. Unlike regular club races and 
interclub regattas where boats in the same division within 
a certain PHRF range have the same start, in a pursuit 
race each boat will be assigned their own start time. This 
format is a lot of fun as larger boats pursue smaller boats, 
with the winner decided at the finish line. The start is less 
hectic and stressful than a traditional race, but increases in 
excitement over the course of the race. We’ve found that 
the pursuit format has been instrumental in making yacht 
racing more appealing to women. Last year we had boats 
from both RCYC and ABYC and would like to see even 
more clubs participate this year, so please help spread the 
word. In particular, we’d like to encourage crews to strive 
for more than 50% women on board, and we have set 
up a crew bank to help facilitate this.  

Women’s  
Open Regatta 
by Phoebe Wang
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QCYC’s  
Crossword 
By Valerie Wint

3. Forward edge of a sail

4. Type of insurance

6. Stainless ___

10. Single-handed sailboat

11. ___ Wine

12. These should be parallel

13. Former commodore

14. Cozy room

16. Radar signal

18. __Sea

249 Queen’s Quay West, Unit 108 
416-203-1163      www.nauticalmind.com

Across
1. Caesar's 1150

2. A bar choice

3. Allow

5. Robin's Shark

7. A rope to tie something off

8. Past commodore Tony

9. Until now

10. Jaws, Dunkirk, etc

13. Poetic term for boat's bow

15. Deck coatings

17. Head QCYC gardener

Down

Jaws, Dunkirk, etc

Answers on page 22

Summer continues as does AHMEN racing. Six races 
remain: August 11 and 17 then September 8, 14, 22, 
29. 

Humber Bay continues to be the site of all the action. 

There's no cost to enter. Go to website www.ahmen.ca 
for more information and complete the on-line entry 
form no later than the Thursday prior to the race in 
which you wish to compete. All boats are welcome. 

So rally your crew, slip your lines, and raise your sails 
chanting: 

O Lord above  
Send down a dove 
With a beak as sharp as razors 
To cut the throats 
Of them there blokes 
What sell bad beer to sailors. AHMEN! 

 

Set Your 
Sails for 
AHMEN
by Frank Bushe
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honorary, and student will fall under the umbrella of 
non-voting. The rights and privileges of these different 
members will be defined in an operational policy 
document, which again allows for future adjustment 
without government approval. 

One of the few tangible changes arising from the new 
bylaws is that each person in a senior member unit will 
have a vote at Club meetings. Issues typically up for 
such votes include approval of AGM minutes, 
appointment of auditors, election of directors, as well as 
special meetings for ad-hoc issues as needed, such as 
large expenditures for example. This is a meaningful 
change that gives a voice to all senior members and 
increases our population of voting members for greater 
discourse. 

Operationally, each senior member having a vote has no 
real impact on the day-to-day function of the Club. This 
is because the rights and privileges that dictate how the 
Club operates exist at a membership level, and not at 
the member level. Indeed, as is currently the case, 
divorce or death or otherwise can change the individuals 
that are associated to a given membership. It is the 
membership that has the privilege of a mooring, a 
locker, a seniority number, and the like. These rights and 
privileges as well as other functional policies will be 
maintained in an operational governance document that 
will be a combination of the current membership 
handbook and the more operational-level issues that 
had previously been in the bylaws but were removed 
from the proposed by simplicity and increased flexibility 
going forward. Everything at this level will be status quo, 
but hopefully with a more concise document to which 
we can refer in the future. 

Again, these changes will be voted on by current senior 
members in good standing at a special meeting on 
August 29, 2024 in the Great Hall. While the changes 
are minimal and this was thrust upon us somewhat 
needlessly by the government, I do feel that some good 
has come from it. Special thanks to Jeff Imai and Belinda 
James for spending countless hours over the course of 
several years to get us to this point, as well as Graham 
Dougall and Ron Mazza for their invaluable insight and 
advice. 

Happy sailing! 

   
Commodore
Dan Smith    
commodore@qcyc.ca

Hello Queen City! We’re in the full swing of things here 
as I write this in late July. Boats are sailing, events (lots of 
them) are occurring, Learn to Sail is abuzz with activity. 
It’s been great to see everyone at the Club, engaged in 
all our activities and, for our newer members, getting to 
know one another. 

Not much has changed since my last update, but I 
would like to devote my article to outlining the proposed 
bylaw changes, coming to membership vote on August 
29, 2024, in the Great Hall. Jeff wrote an article for the 
May Clipper that summarized the what and the why of 
the changes. We have also held two information 
sessions on the topic and the latest draft documents are 
posted in the members portal of our website in the 
Handbook section. 

In summary, the Ontario Not-for-profit Corporations Act 
(ONCA) requires that we, along with all Ontario not-for-
profits, amend our articles of incorporation and bylaws 
this year. The new articles of incorporation are brief and 
specify the location and mission of the Club, and the 
number of directors sitting on the board. Our current 
articles allow for the addition and removal of board 
positions. Our restated articles dictate a minimum of 6 
and maximum of 15 directors, which is the current 
number. While there is no current intention to reduce 
the amount of board members, specifying a range in  
the new articles will allow for adjustment without the 
need for government approval at some hypothetical 
future point. 

The bylaws outline the structure of the corporation that 
manages the Club. As members of the Club, you are 
also members of this corporation. In the amended 
bylaws there are two membership classes – voting and 
non-voting. What we refer to as senior members will 
continue to be the voting members. All other 
membership classes, such as associate, dry sail, 
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This August 17 we will once again be running the 
Women’s Open Regatta, one of QCYC’s premier on-the-
water events.  The Women’s Open Regatta committee, 
led by Phoebe Wang, has put together new and 
innovative elements to the après-race festivities so make 
sure you join! 

The Cruising Committee has been extremely active with 
three great events behind them and two more to come, 
starting with a 18nm trip to Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club 
on August 17 & 18. It’s been a few years since we’ve 
gone to FBYC and if you haven’t been there, it’s certainly 
a unique location. The bay was once landlocked and 
much of it is a wetland that features boardwalks and 
numerous parks.  

The cruise to Cathedral Bluffs Yacht Club on September 
16 & 17 includes a spectacular 12nm sail past Toronto’s 

Rear  
Commodore
Bruce Smith 
rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

Beaches, the R.C. Harris Water Treatment Plan (yes, it is 
something to see!) and the Scarborough Bluffs. Sign up 
can easily be done on the Cruising page which falls 
under the Sailing section of the club web page.  

On September 9 we host the QCYC Open Regatta. A 
tradition for decades, boats come from across the GTA to 
participate in one of the last regattas of the year. By this 
point, crews are well practiced, and boats are at their best, 
so the competition doesn’t get any better. Not surprisingly, 
it also includes festivities that everyone enjoys. I’d 
encourage you to cut loose the lines and give it a try! 
Registration is easy and can be found on the Open 
Regatta page that also falls under Sailing on the website. 

Our Monday Evening Dinghy Series has grown steadily 
but ends in early September so if you want to give it a 
try just go to the LTS Dingy Usage page on the Sailing 
section of the club’s web site and sign up. 

And last but certainly not least, the AHMEN Series will 
run six events between August 13 and October 1.  These 
middle-distance races can easily be sailed short-handed, 
and offer a wide spectrum of competition. Out on the 
course you will find wickedly fast custom rockets and 
traditional cruising boats. Registration is easy and free so 
take advantage of the opportunity to get off the dock 
and have some fun! 
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Planning for summer’s entertainment starts in the winter 
– working around dates for traditional events, races, 
cruises, board meetings, information sessions and 
weddings. Additional events are added throughout the 
season. This summer we have seen a big demand for 
the Great Hall. If there is an event you would like to 
make happen (which is amazing!), you are less likely to 
be disappointed if you let me know early.  

Coming up 
Ted and Maks (Higher Love) are holding a Live Electronic 
Music Night on Sunday, August 4 from 8:00 to 11:00 in 
the Great Hall. They are talented musicians and it’s a 
new genre for a lot of members, so come out and enjoy. 

Thursday, August 8 there will be a Cribbage Tournament 
outside (snug if bad weather) at 7 pm. 

Friday, August 9 at 7:30 Movie Night will be Captain 
Ron, by popular request. I have been told it’s suitable for 
the whole family. Popcorn, as always. 

Saturday, August 10 at 7:00, Club historian Richard Slee 
will give a presentation on Women in QCYC History. 
Come have dinner in the Great Hall and enjoy learning 
about our history. 

Open Mic Night returns Friday, August 16 at 7:00 in the 
Great Hall. This is a fun night, organized by the tireless 
Valerie Wint. Performers and spectators welcome. 

Trivia Night with Leo & Christian #3 will be Thursday, 
August 22. This always draws a crowd. If you don’t have 
a team, there’s always one to join that night. 

Labour Day weekend has Corn & Weenie Roast on 
Friday, August 30 and Pig Roast on Saturday August 31. 
10-piece band Trainwreck is coming back for their third 
year. We need a lot of help for Pig Roast, so if you can 

 

Entertainment
Jennifer Deyell   
entertainment@qcyc.ca

lend a hand to make this evening happen, please let me 
know. 

New events do pop up, so please stay tuned by reading 
the Quick Clipper, Qchat, or the Entertainment page, 
which I try to keep up to date. 

Reminder: Valerie’s Yoga on Sunday mornings at 9:45 on 
the lawn (or in the Great Hall in bad weather). 

Paddleshare: During COVID, our Entertainment Chair 
(Jade) had the great idea to buy paddleboards. We have 
added two canoes and a pedalboat to the shared fleet. 
This program is in its infancy, so there are wrinkles. 
Hopefully, it will be more centralized next season, but for 
now, please enjoy the paddling amenities and if you 
have questions/difficulties signing out a vessel, please 
email entertainment@qcyc.ca and I'll try to get you 
sorted out. 

!!!!"#$#%&!
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Do you love to perform? 

 
Come, share your talent in 
QCYC’s Open Mic Night  
 
Do you sing or play an 
instrument?  

 
Are you a stand-up comic, an 
actor or storyteller?  
 
Are you a poet or prose writer 
(published or not)?  
 

And even if you can’t carry a tune 
in a bucket, come and support 
your buddies – and maybe there’ll 
be a singalong. 
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From page 18
Crossword Answers

I know it’s only August, however, work is underway 
planning for Haul Out.   

What’s on the Yard Chair’s checklist? 

1. Advertise dates for Haul Out 
October 19 & 20 plus 26 & 27 

2. Inspect cradles  
The Cradle inspection report is in the Member’s Only 
section of the website. You are responsible to make 
sure your cradle repair (or build) is completed before 
October 19. Cradles need to conform to the design 
guidance available in the Member’s Only section of 
the website. 

Watch the Quick Clipper for announcements about a 
coordinated lumber order for cradle building materials. 

3. Repair ways 
East 2 and West 4 & 5 still need repairs. Watch the 
Quick Clipper for a notice about the work party. 

 

Yard
Eriks Rugelis   
yard@qcyc.ca

4. Confirm list of boats for Haul Out 
Does the office have an up-to-date copy of your 
liability insurance? 
Is your cradle in good repair and conforms to QCYC’s 
established designs? 
Have you paid your QCYC bill? 
Have you confirmed your intention to haul with me? 

5. Discard all unclaimed (unlabeled) spars and other 
materials found on the main mast rack 
Have you attached a QCYC-supplied yellow label to 
everything you have stored on the mast rack? 

6. Repaint/refurbish the mast crane 
A team of volunteers began work in mid July. 

7. Set up the temporary mast racks 
This requires a team of about 8 to 10 strong people. 
Watch for the notice of the work party in late 
September. 

8. Move the dry sail boats to the front lawn 
Dry-sailboat owners are responsible to move their 
boats to the front lawn.  Watch for the notice of the 
work party. 

9. Communicate Haul Out plans with the members. 
Have you subscribed to both the Quick Clipper and 
the QChat? 

Most of my communications with members are via the 
Quick Clipper and direct email. 

Make sure you are checking your Inbox and your spam. 

Sailing Connections Answers 
From page 15 

1.  Things you do to a line. Cleat, run, knot, splice  

2.   Different lines on a boat: sheet, halyard, spring, 
rode  

3.   Things that aren't pronounced the way they are 
spelled: Forecastle, leeward, 
boatswain, Gunwale  

 4.  Ocean birds: Gull, cormorant, albatross, puffin   



The QCYC race team participates in many regattas 
throughout the summer. What most people don’t realize 
when they get into racing is the commitment it takes to 
get there! For most regattas, we are lucky that we can 
travel via the lake because of our central location. 
However, travelling on the lake usually means our 
instructors have to tow sailors. Why tow when you could 
sail? Many factors can impact this, but probably the 
biggest issues are weather and time. We all know the 
weather issues with sailing (No wind, too much wind, 
lightning) but time is also not our sailing friend. Regattas 
have specific boat drop off times, parent pick-up times, 
getting the RIB back for race night at QCYC, different 
sailor skill level. 

Sometimes, our advanced race team can sail to the 
other club, but most times it is a long, boring tow.  

Getting all the sailors and instructors to a regatta also 
takes a lot of effort. With 22 participants from QCYC at 
PCYC’s Steerers Regatta this summer, we don’t want 22 
different cars going to PCYC. Carpooling becomes a 
group effort with parents coordinating through Google 
Docs for pick-up and drop-off, volunteering to help each 
other. It is wonderful to see so many parents involved 
and pitching in! 

This year all our regattas are within a towable distance 
except CORK (Canadian Olympic training Regatta 

 

Learn to Sail
Christine Guerin 
learntosail@qcyc.ca

Kingston) in Kingston. Planning for CORK has already 
begun, having learned from previous years that getting 
anything on or off the Island always takes longer than we 
thought. Our trailer can hold 3 x 420’s.   

CORK has some added complexities as we can’t get 
there on the lake. Luckily, we were able to keep our 
trailer at ABYC this year making it one less thing to worry 
about. But we have learned from previous years as well. 
Accommodations were booked early, planning started 
months ago, and our team even got to benefit from early 
registration discounts. From accommodations to 
loading/unloading boats, planning a team dinner, and 
scheduling training in Kingston, it is a lot of coordination. 
And with 6 boats going to Cork this year, our trailer will 
be doing double shifts, and our driver will be making the 
trip to or from Kingston 12 times.   

In the end, it is all worth it for our new sailors with a love 
for racing.  



We are excited to announce the launch of The Queen Regalia’s 
online store! This development aims to reduce costs, eliminate 

waste, and simplify our purchasing, production billing, and delivery 
processes. The QCYC online store will also enable us to partner with 
more suppliers, offering higher quality products with a wider selection 
of colors, sizes, and customization options. Built on the Club’s Square 

POS system, it reduces labour costs and streamlines inventory 
management. Additionally, it’s designed to grow beyond 

regalia, allowing board members to test, promote, and 
sell new products and services.  

Enhanced Product Quality and 
Vendor Selection  
Our goal is to provide a broader array of 
merchandise at all price points, ensuring that 
everyone can find exactly what they need, 
whether it’s for a special event or everyday use. 
Visit the online store at https://qcyc.square.site or 
access it from the QCYC website to check out our 
current selection of shirts, hats, rain jackets, and 
sailing gear from Helly Hansen and Gill. You can 
also purchase tickets for events like our July 27 
Dinghy Date Night, and soon you’ll be able to buy 
lunches for junior club sailors and much more.  

Shop anytime all year long  
Browse and shop at your convenience—the 
online store is accessible 24/7, 365 days a year. 
Currently, all deliveries can be picked up at the 
office, but in the near future, we plan to 
introduce home delivery options for even 
greater convenience. This year buy your 
Christmas gifts at QCYC and have them 
delivered right to your door.  

Stay tuned for more updates as we continue to 
enhance and expand the services available 
through The Queen Regalia online store. We 
are working to make the store the most 

by Brian Chung

Now Online  

Queen Regalia    


