


From the
Editor

Valerie Wint
vwintb@rogers.com

Wow, | can't believe we're well into June already.
The season kicked off with a perfect day for
Sailpast. We've cleaned up with Spring into
Summer; welcomed new friends on New
Members Night, and started our Wednesday night
races. In this issue we learn about a long-time
member who has contributed umpteen hours over
several decades; how a boat in our fleet got her
name; and yacht clubs in the Arizona Desert and
in the Caribbean. In addition to reports from
several Board members, we also have a call for
volunteers for the Women's Open Regatta, and a
reminder to log all your contribution hours. And we
have three sailing-related puzzles for you to enjoy.

See you on the water.
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Peter Broecker is one of a privileged few who can now
say that they have had not one, but two profiles written
on them in the Clipper. Twelve years ago, Richard Slee
profiled Peter to learn more about what was, at that
point, his 45 years' worth of Queen City Experience (you
can read it on our website — it's the June edition of
2012).

A lot has changed in the past twelve years, but Peter
remembers his introduction to sailing and love of the
sport in much the same way. He grew up in Hamburg
where he paddled kayaks and sailed OK dinghies on the
Alster lakes. In 1956, he moved to Canada to avoid a
mandatory conscription in Germany. He arrived at
immigration with every single piece of documentation
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known to man so that there would be no reason to
deny his entry.

Once settled into Canada, Peter joined the Toronto
Sailing and Canoe Club. In 1967, Peter moved to a
home on the Toronto Islands and decided to join one of
the island clubs: Queen City or the Royal Canadian Yacht
Club. RCYC's robust racing program and dedicated
support for its racers was appealing to Peter, but the
community of QCYC won out and he's been here ever
since.

Peter is a world class racer with experience from single-
handed dinghies to yachts that are still at the Club to this
day (Still Messing About was once Peter's). Highly
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competitive, Peter has been winning flags since long
before he was a member at Queen City and has
competed in Worlds and in Kingston, in LORC races and
in the LO300 with Wayne Lilley and John DiLallo... in
weather so rough that they were the only racers who
didn't abandon course.

The only time Peter took a break from racing was when
he and Sari took a two-year cruise down to Venezuela —
an experience that was all new for a racer! Though that
trip was the only time Peter wasn't racing, he still made
time to watch the SORC fleet come into Nassau.
Watching the races is almost as good as racing in them:
to this day Peter is still ghosting Wednesday Nights at
QCYC even if he doesn't go out.

Over the years, Peter has spearheaded and contributed
to many projects around the Club, perhaps most notably
in the late 1990's when he served as Grounds Chair.
During that time, he put up fences around the Club and
built the “Garbage Castle” (or “Schloss Broecker”) at the
North Gate. His tenure on the Board may have ended,
but even now Peter is still hard at work keeping the
grounds and clubhouse ship-shape.

Peter has seen a lot of change at QCYC and in sailing in
general since he first moved to the Islands back in1967.
One of the most significant in recent years is the size of
boats: Peter first started sailing on dinghies, which are
fast, maneuverable, and a perfect introduction to racing.
These days yachts serve more as cottages on the water,
people are starting out with bigger boats, and we have
fewer racers than when Peter was winning his flags.

Peter's life and all his stories could fill several full
editions of the Clipper, and even two articles cannot do
them justice. He has been a fixture of the Club for about
as long as anyone here can remember and contributes
to its success every day. As an Islander, the Club “is the
neighbourhood pub” for Peter — and the work of Peter
and other members like him is why it can be that for so
many people.



Last October, we went for two weeks to Jamaica, and
while there we visited the Royal Jamaica Yacht Club. This
beautiful club is situated off the Palisadoes Road just
north of the Norman Manley International Airport and
about 5Km from Port Royal, a town infamous for its
history of piracy and the destruction of a large portion of
the town by earthquake in 1692. The Palisadoes
Peninsula — in reality a long sandspit — extends 14.5Km
westward from the mainland to Port Royal, and forms a
partial barrier to the open sea, protecting a very busy
Kingston Harbour. The RJYC is on the harbour side of the
Palisadoes.

Port Royal is home to fewer than one thousand full time
residents today, but in the wild and tumultuous 1600’s
nearly 10,000 people jammed into 2000 buildings on
51 acres — that's about same size as the communities
on Algonquin and Ward's! They were drawn there by the
immense wealth of some of the most infamous pirates
and buccaneers to sail the seven seas. In fact, they were
so powerful, England provided with them Letters of
Marque, giving them free rein to plunder Spanish
galleons. And it paid off. Privateers would roar into town

 —————

uccaneers
to Burgees

The Royal Jamaica Yacht Club

by Valerie Wint

with the equivalent of a year's wages of a plantation
worker, all to be spent that night. There was reputedly a
drinking house for every ten residents. Parrots would get
drunk on the spilled beer. Blackbeard adopted a howler
monkey there and would bring it on his excursion to
New Providence. But alas, all things must end, and
Henry Morgan, who used Port Royal as his base to attack
Panama and other Spanish Colonies, would later
become Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica and piracy
would be banned by Jamaica, a year before his death in
1687. Hundreds of pirates would meet their fate there,
including Calico Jack in 1720.

In the middle of the move away from piracy, Port Royal
was devastated by an earthquake and tsunami in June
1692. The tip of the long narrow sand spit was liquefied,
swallowing buildings and hundreds of people. Hundreds
more were killed by the tsunami that followed. Survivors
would be devastated by disease and by 1693, it was
virtually a ghost town. Miraculously, a merchant named
Lewis Galdy was swallowed up by the earthquake and
then spewed out again, only to live for many more
years.
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On to more pleasant history, the RJYC was established in
1884, and received its Royal Charter in 1889 from
Queen Victoria. Today it has accommodation for 120
vessels, both power and sail, up to 150 feet in length.
We saw mostly power boats — deep-sea fishing is
popular in Jamaica — but there were also several
sailboats bobbing at their docks.

The beautifully appointed clubhouse has a swimming
pool, as well as a full restaurant and bar offering meals
and snacks. We had a drink at the bar, looking across the
harbour towards Kingston, with its misty backdrop of the
beautiful Blue Mountains.

According to the Club's website, there are lots of sailing
events, including races on weekends in the protected
waters of Kingston Harbour. Two Regattas are held
during the year, one at the end of January/early February
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and the other over the first weekend of August, when
Jamaica celebrates its Independence. And for the more
intrepid and fearless sailor, the Piper-Heidsieck Pirates
Race goes from Port Royal to Grand Cayman on the
third week of October each year.

While visiting the Club we met Harvey “Busta” Jameson.
He told us he had been working at the RJYC since 1951,
and among his many duties, he is in charge of allotting
berths to members' boats as well as to visitors, and
overseeing the care of the grounds. We noticed that
several boats had odd-looking cones on the mooring
lines, with the narrow end of the cone towards the boat.
Busta explained that they were to keep rats and other
pesky intruders off the boat. Maybe QCYC members
might adopt such measures to keep racoons away.

We had not intended to visit the Club at this time — it
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was a spur-of-the-moment decision, as we were en-
route to a tour of Port Royal. Because we were there

mid-week on a workday, only staff were around, but the
next time I'm in Kingston, | plan to take a QCYC burgee,
and hopefully meet some members. Maybe even go for

a sail?

| should mention that growing up in Kingston, | never
had any inkling there was such thing as a yacht club, as
sailing was an elite sport that people like my family
would never have been able to afford. And anything elite

ad

in those days was basically restricted to white and very
light-skinned Jamaicans. Apart from a few darker faces,
most of the older photos could easily have been taken

at QCvc!

http://www.rjyc.org.jm

The Man Who was Buried Twice
https://theappendix.net/issues/2014/10/the-man-who-

was-buried-twice




A Self Help Club
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It doesn’t work
without your help

by Patricia Watt

| learned a little bit recently about what a self-help club
really means. Maybe you, like me, have been taking for
granted the things that magically get done around QCYC
each new season of sailing and throughout the year. Or
perhaps you just didn't really think about the hundreds
of hours that go into assuring we have a Club that is
beautiful and workable so everyone can enjoy their
passion for sailing. Our Club allows us to have this
wonderful place on the Toronto Islands to come to and
enjoy with a group of like-minded people, but it takes
lots of work. QCYC is a gem, and the fact that you can
join for a reasonable amount of money is made possible
by the hands of the many volunteers who put hundreds
of hours into keeping the wheels turning.

Oh yes, we have staff, and they also go above and
beyond what their duties call for, whether it's at the
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office, around the clubhouse or on our tenders. They are
always there with a helping hand or a helpful suggestion
and in my experience, always a smile. However, it is the

members who volunteer, whenever there is a need, who
are the backbone of this Club and make it work.

This was brought home to me this spring. Normally | am
not here at this time of the year and pop in when most
of the hard slogging is over — launch, spring cleaning etc.
| volunteered to work with Pam Mazza and Fran Ford
with flowers. | love flowers and gardening, and living in a
condo only gives me a few pots on my veranda. So this
seemed perfect for me. | thought | would be putting a
few flowers in our gardens to help make the Club more
beautiful, and also arranging flowers on the tables
whenever needed for social functions.



Little did | know how hard this committee works under
our Grounds chair Michele Franklin and her team. There
are lawns to be patched, seeded and cut. There are
weeds that need to be pulled. And anyone who was
here for the “Spring into Summer” weekend saw dozens
of members cleaning windows, sweeping down
cobwebs, patching, repairing, painting, polishing trophies,
moving a shed, and that was just for a couple of
weekends.

g

There is always on-going work at QCYC, be it a training
session for the race committee, Learn to Sail or Enter-
tainment. Movie and trivia nights just don't “happen”
Lobsterfest and our famous Pig Roast just don't
“happen.” Coffee and donuts and setting up for various
functions just don't “happen”. And we get to enjoy all of
this because we have members who put many
volunteer hours into organizing all these fun events that
add to the enjoyment of our club.

We are fortunate in having a membership that covers a
wide range of skills and knowledge, and who are happy
to share these skills to keep our Club up and running.

here. | am sure every committee could use an extra pair

And don't forget you get credit for those contribution of hands. There is always something one can do to help,
hours, and if you don't or can't manage the work contri- no matter how big or small the contribution may be. So
bution there is @ monetary charge to you up until the dive in, get your hands dirty, share your skills and really

age of 70. After that you are home free. But it is amazing ~ feel like you are a part of this very special sailing club.
how many 70+ members still put in many, many hours




QCYC Safety Team Update!

Electrical Shock Drowning is a major ongoing issue at

yacht clubs and marinas. Stray electrical leakage is all too

common. Even at QCYC! One of the docks that was
refurbished this year had signs of corrosion that could
only be caused by stray electrical current in the water
near it. The Club’s Head Captain’s boat's launch has
been delayed by major damage caused by this.

This is a very technical area that | can't do justice to in
the short space available in the Clipper. So, here's
resources on the topic.

* Electric Shock Drowning Prevention Association -
www.electricshockdrowning.org

« Electrical Safety Foundation — Boating &

+ Safety of Operations - Eriks Rugelis
* Access Safety - Don Hinchley

+ Material Handling - Rob Nicholson

QCYC Location Identification - Graham Dougall

If you have expertise in these areas or just want to
ensure the health and safety at the Club for everyone —
members, staff, guests, contractors, etc. — please reach
out to our Vice Commodore, Rob Nicholson,
vicecommodore@gqcyc.ca or myself, Graham Dougall,
egd@securefail.com.

Marina Safety Brochure - 4
www.esfi.org/boating-and-marina-safety-
brochure/#BoatingAndMarinaSafetyToolkit

« National Fire Protection Association — Electric
Shock Drowning — www.nfpa.org/education-
and-research/electrical/electric-shock-
drowning

What can you do:

* Stay out of the water, intentionally or
otherwise.

* See someone not moving in the water and
look like they need help, remember your
safety first as there might be stray electricity in
the water.

* Look to your own boat and its configuration
to ensure it won't be a source of dangerous
stray electricity in the water.

And you can join one the Safety Team's Working
Groups. In addition to ESD, the other groups
and Working Group leaders are:

« Fire Safety - Sue Thomas and Hamish
Sutherland

NO SWIMMING!

WARNING!
Potential Shock Hazard

Electrical currents may be present in
the water. These electrical currents
can be harmful or lethal.

www.electricshockdrowning.org
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- Ghost Town,
--Ghost Ships
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As we continue to explore unusual yacht clubs around
the world, we've taken you to the desert in Australia to a
lake that is barely there, yet boats still hit the water at the
Lake Eyre Yacht Club. Now we are setting sail for a yacht
club in Arizona that doesn't even pretend to be a sailor's
paradise. In fact, its nearly 100 kilometres from the
closest navigable waterway, heck its nearly 20 km to the
closest paved road! But this is America, never let the facts
get in the way of a good story.

So welcome to the Cleator Yacht Club. It may be the only
YC in a ghost town and is definitely the only club in a
ghost town that has been bought once and sold twice.

Here we go.

Arizona, 1860's, miners, drawn by reports of gold and
silver in them thar hills, swarm the hard unforgiving
deserts and scrublands of the state. In 1864, the Turkey
Creek mining district was created, and for the next 35
years, people make fortunes and lose them. Then two

key things happened at the turn of the century. In 1900,
Isle of Man emigrant, Jimmy Cleator, decided he wanted
to add to his fortune he'd made in California and moved
to Turkey Creek. Two years later, Lev Nellis opened a
store and saloon.

Cleator found more success mining in Arizona, but he
realized the mines would soon play out. He wanted a
more settled life, so in 1905, he bought half of the store,
saloon and town, now known as Turkey, from Nellis. All
the while building up a successful cattle ranch.

It was still a rough and tumble time then, and one day, a
half-drunk prospector stumbled into the store and into an
argument with Cleator. He pulled a gun, but Cleator, as

cool as a cucumber can be in the Arizona sun, told him:
wait a minute, which confused the drunk long enough for
Cleator to hop the counter, knock him down and grab his
gun.

In 1915, Cleator realized he liked running the store and
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Nellis liked ranching, so they traded their shares and
went their separate ways.

In 1920, the US Postal Service wanted the name of the
town changed because of confusion with the town of
Turkey Creek. Cleator thought this was the perfect
opportunity to name it after himself. He would run the
post office and store for decades.

Eventually, the mines
did play out and in
1933, the railroad to
Cleator was
abandoned, and
most residents went
with it. The old rail
line is now the only
road into town.

In 1949, now nearly
90, Cleator put the
abandoned town up
for sale, but no one
was interested in the
post office, saloon,
homes, waterworks
and mining claims.
He eventually sold it
to his son, whose
children took it over
in 1996 when the
son passed.

In 2022, after being owned by the family for more than
a century, they put it up for sale. There were offers from
buyers interested in dirt bike races, runways for private
jets and mining. Instead, the family sold it to a buyer
who wanted to let the Yacht Club and ten or so
residents remain in peace. The price: $1,000,000 US.
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So, about the Yacht Club. What we can tell you is that “cause we've lost touch with our past”. In a classic Yogi
we called the number listed on the Facebook page but Berraism, he adds, “I've forgot what year this was made,
got voicemail. The origins of the Club are a bit muddy. but it's been here forever!

There is no clear date it was established, but several
reports say it's been there for decades, and it
boasts 10,000 members worldwide. Membership
is $35US. The only boats are the beaten-up
pontoon boat that serves as the bar, and a boat
and a couple of jet skis that look like they were
rescued from the Waterworld set (an underrated
movie).

Maybe we all need to make the trip down to Cleator.

Avaughn, take note: the only dining options are
potato chips, nacho chips and cold beer. The White
Trash band plays on a semi-irregular basis. Regattas
involve 4x4's, ATV's and dirt bikes, and there is not
a handicapping system to be found.

I'm not sure if we have reciprocity with them, but if
you want to visit, | suggest not taking the rental
Yaris, but maybe hitch a ride with one of the
regulars.

One of them, Bill McMaster, told KJZZ Radio that
“Cleator is the halfway point between civilization
and paradise” and that places like it are important,
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by Phoebe Wang

Women’s Open Regatta
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If you're asking yourself how you can support the Women's Open Regatta, which will be held on Saturday August 17,
2024, there are multiple ways.

First, register early! This greatly helps the regatta committee to plan and budget the event.

Second, spread the word! A maximum of thirty-five boats can register for this year's Pursuit Race. Encourage female
skippers to participate so that this regatta can be a coming-together of women from around Lake Ontario.

Third, attend the Info Session and Women's Happy Hour in the Great Hall on July 12, from 7:00 to 9:00pm. This
event will be a way for the women of QCYC to build community and share stories.

Fourth, volunteer for the regatta committee! Even a few hours of promotion, soliciting donations and serving drinks is
a big help, and your regatta committee are a fun bunch.

Fifth, attend the post-race party, even if you're not racing! Enjoy the family-friendly activities, craft fair and the sultry
pop songs of Caroline Colantonio and her band.

Now, that doesn't sound too hard, does it? Certainly easier than trying to wrangle a spinnaker sheet caught on a
shroud in a gust.

Your Regatta Chair and To-Do List Maker,
Phoebe Wang
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We have sailed Elan, our Hunter 33 out of QCYC for the
past 17 years, cruising over 6000 nm, visiting most ports
on Lake Ontario. Our entry into sailing in 2000 and the
naming of our new sailboat is the subject of the following,
albeit circuitous story.

In 2000, Madeleine and | were out one spring evening in
Oxford, UK returning to our rented room only to find the
house door bolted! Our landlady responded to the
doorbell, muttering 'what time do you call this?' The
answer from her rent paying customers was '11pm’,
which was clearly past a curfew known, unfortunately,
only to her.

Some months earlier | had met the person who would
become this landlady at the Laboratoire Midi-Pyrénées
(LMP), Toulouse. Let's call her EG, and she happened to
also work at LMP. EG overheard my telephone inquiry
asking about temporary accommodation in Oxford, our
next destination where | had just been named as a visiting
Fellow at St Catherine's College. As my appointment
came too late for housing at St Catz, Madeleine and |
needed a place to live for 6 months. EG happily
announced that | need look no further as she could rent a

What's in a name?

SV Elan

by Madeleine and Keith Aldridge

\

\

room to us in her house in Oxford. We accepted this
arrangement and agreed to rent the room offered. EG
was a fellow scientist and seemed pleasant enough.

The following morning after our lockout, Madeleine and |
went for a stroll along the Thames River in Oxford. We
spotted houseboats nestled along the shore. | observed
that we would have been better off on a houseboat rather
than living in EG's house. It was a short jump from there
to thinking about riverboats we had seen on the Canal du
Midi and then to sailboats. The inspiration to become
sailors, generated by the actions of EG, continued on our
return to Toronto. Over several months we enrolled in a
keelboat course at Humber Sailing and then navigation
and VHF courses.

We planned to ultimately buy a sailboat, an Elan
Impression 38 in Croatia. As our plans were to spend
summers on this boat after our retirements in 2005 (M)
and 2006 (K), some exploratory trips to Croatia were
essential. As we had only minimal sailing credentials at
this point in 2004, we asked our experienced sailing
friends, David and Stella, if they would like to share
chartering a bareboat with us. The decision was easy and
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instant for Stella whose recent
experience was sailing their Sadler 29
under somewhat frigid conditions in
Scotland. So began preparations for
chartering a Jeanneau 40 out of Split,
Croatia.

Our plans were to meet up with our
friends at a cottage they rented in the
countryside near Split. In 2004 there
were no direct flights to Croatia, so we
flew to Ljubljana and drove a rental car
to meet at our friends' rented cottage.
We had only a lengthy, estimated turn-by-turn telephone
description from Stella that she recalled from their trip by
taxi! Amazingly we met up as planned.

Our friends became our teachers as they watched us try
to set our sails. After what | thought was a reasonable
speed on a close haul, Dave quickly adjusted our main
and headsalil, vastly improving our boat speed. Another
time when were clearly on a collision course with a
distant freighter, Dave advised to pass him on his stern.
As | did just that, Dave mentioned that the captain might
acknowledge our courtesy. | looked way up to his bridge
to see him giving us a full bow!

It was a great week as we visited the large islands, Hvar
and Brac, as well as the idyllic island of Vis some 30 nm
off the coast of the mainland. There were some
surprises. At a restaurant on Hvar, | produced a credit
card to pay only to learn that only cash was accepted, of
which | had little. Dave and Stella paid from their supply

of cash, experienced as they were with travel on a
sailboat. After an excellent meal at a restaurant on Vs,
we were presented with a bill about twice what we
expected. There had been a ‘misunderstanding’ about
the weight of a fish we chose that turned out to be 1.8
kilos while we had been told it was 1.08 kilos when
chosen. But the fish was superb so there was no
complaint. We had come from our anchored sailboat by
dinghy so the first problem we had getting back was to
recognize our dinghy from the array in front of us. Having
found our dinghy, the next task was to find our sailboat!
Fortunately, we spotted our towels on the lifelines after
circling past what seemed like every boat in the harbour.

On our second trip to Croatia, we chartered a 30
sailboat with Sunsail as part of a flotilla cruise for one
week. As this was our first charter on our own, going with
a group would be a good transition to our solo charter.
Our arrival at the Trogir marina had a surprise element:
the Sunsail agent happily announced that our
30’ boat was unavailable so would be
upgraded to a 39’ Beneteau! | replied that we
had never sailed a boat this size to which the
agent smiled and said no problem. Maybe
not for him.

Anyhow we got on well and actually
managed to come 4th out of 9 boats in a
post-cruise race around a local island. One
thing we learned on that cruise was the
necessity of mobile phone communications
with the organizers, as VHF is almost useless
when you are surrounded by islands. Mobile
phones were essential for important matters
like calling ahead to specify food choices at
the next restaurant!



Our final trip to Croatia in 2007 had us chartering Biser,
an Elan Impression 38. This lovely boat was the model
we intended to purchase and spend summers on in
Croatia. Our charter would be a test run for both the boat
and the environment that we had come to enjoy.

On our previous trips to Croatia my attempts at true
Mediterranean mooring had been less than successful.
This style of stern-to mooring varies of course, but the
Croatian style is pretty standard, although a bit tricky
especially for two relatively inexperienced sailors as we
were. A boat heads towards a seawall that has large
circular rings at about 3-metre intervals. You call ahead to
the harbour master who acknowledges and stands at the
part of the seawall that will be
your slip. At an appropriate
point you turn your boat
through 180 degrees and
achieve steerage toward the
wall. When close enough, the
mate uses a boat hook to grab
a pickup line that is anchored
to the seabed a few boat
lengths out from the wall. The
mate moves to the bow, ready
to tie off when asked by the
captain. Meanwhile the captain
manoeuvres the stern close
enough to throw the port stern
line to the harbour master,
who passes the line through
one of the metal rings and
tosses the line back to the
captain to tie off. The same
procedure is then followed for the starboard stern line.
Once this is done the captain tells the mate to tie off the
bow line.

It is a pleasure to watch this sequence of events unfold
with an experienced crew of 3, one for each line and a
captain who brings the boat in smoothly. Not so
smoothly with a crew of one and a captain who has only
just accomplished steerage in reverse. Anyhow in our
case it went alright, and we enjoyed a brief applause
from a neighbouring boat.

What unfolded next for the empty slip beside us was
certainly memorable. A power boat approached, stern-to

with one crew member standing with no lines visible.
The harbour master was waiting for lines. | was standing
on our boat ready to fend off if necessary. The lone mate
yelled he didn't have a line. Try the lazarette, | suggested.
A line was found, and he was told to attach it to his boat
which he did. He had no idea what to do with the line,
so | asked him to throw it to me. | then threw the line to
the harbour master who instructed this mate to tie off.
Eventually the boat was properly moored to the seawall.
Clearly this was a ‘party boat'!

It is not surprising that there is intense competition for a
place on the seawall, particularly at high season. What is
surprising, however, is the level of intrepidness, bordering

on danger, among sailors vying for slips. On one
occasion a multilevel Jadrolina ferry, heading across the
harbour, encountered a line of sailboats headed for the
seawall. After multiple warning blasts from the ferry, no
one in the line moved and the ferry stopped!

Our trip on the Elan Impression was wonderful except for
one factor. It was incredibly hot and even with air condi-
tioning we concluded this was a showstopper for us. So,
we abandoned our plan for Mediterranean sailing, opting
instead for a new Hunter 33 now called Elan. The name
also has its origin from our Lotus Elan sportscar that we
drove all around Britain and France at absurdly high
speeds, now replaced for an Elan at yacht speed.
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Spot the Difference

Sailing Connections

The goal of this game is to sort the 16 words into groups of four, where each group has a common connection.
For example, green, red, white, and blue are all colors. Have fun!

Heel Horn Foot
Wheel Shroud Cam

Jibe Tack Clam

Clew Meal Reef

Answers on page 30
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Canadian
Asian Sailors

by Phoebe Wang

Canadian Asian Sailors is a community group in Toronto
supporting diversity and Asian-Canadians participating in
sailing. Members have various experience levels in
sailing, and many have not yet decided on a club to join.
The group will be visiting QCYC on Saturday June 29,
2024, and giving a presentation on their activities at
2:30pm in the Great Hall. They will be hosting Fred
Crowley, a Sail Canada master learning facilitator, Royal
Yacht Association commercially endorsed yachtmaster,
and a Maritime Coastguard Agency (MCA) Officer of the
Watch (OOW) on all commercial vessels up to 3000gt.
Fred's presentation will be held at 3pm and all members
are welcome to attend these presentations. To learn
more about how to support this group, follow Canadian
Asian Sailors on Instagram at @canadian_asian_sailors
where you can sign up for their monthly newsletter.

— = s __ Er' _II'I :OCYC
”!‘m‘emmmver B0yearss

Toll Free: 1-877-752-1711 or Local: (416) 752-1711
44 Midwest Rd., Toronto, Ontario, M1P 3A9
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QCYC’s Crossword

By Valerie Wint

1
2
4 5
8
9 10 11
12
13 14 15 16 17
18
19 20
21
22
Across

3. Sea anchor over stern to retard drift

4. Might be green, yellow, blue, red, or city view
6. Former Junior Club

8. Sail with wind aft and sheets eased out

10. Metal guard rail at the stern

11. It's now made of steel

12. Rope attached to the bow of a small boat
tying it to ship, quay, et

15. Can be pale or amber

18. Blake Van Winkle

19. Don't varnish in this season

21. Members relax here

22. Light, flexible strip to stiffen sail
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. She manages

. Odour from the east
. Our Pontoon boat

. Raise anchor

. Old Sailor

. A Dinghy

. Usually on 69

. Forward edge of a sail

. Emergency Position Indication Radio Beacon

. Drink deep or keep afloat

. Steadies a spar

Answers on page 26



Please Submit ALL your

Contribution Hours

By Ron Mazza

For QCYC to function it requires all members to not only
pay their membership dues, but to also contribute their
time and expertise. This is part of our culture and
essential to our economic wellbeing. Last year a
committee of members reviewed our member contri-
bution program and submitted their findings and recom-
mendations to the Board earlier this year. Contribution
hours are like dollars. We need to know how many we
have and to budget them the same way.

One of the surprise findings was the poor state of
member contribution hour submissions. They were grossly
under reported. As a result, we have little idea of where
hours are spent and by whom. That makes planning very
difficult when we don't know where and how many hours
are required to run our Club each year. There appears to
be a number of possible reasons for this.

Some members may stop submitting hours when they
reach their minimums in the belief that the only reason
they are tracked is to invoice members who are
deficient. That is not the case. PLEASE SUBMIT ALL
YOUR HOURS.

Some members who annually contribute many hours
over their minimums don't submit any in the belief that
their contributions are already well known. Ironically, this
not only applies to our high achievers but chronically

also to Board members. Possibly they feel that
submitting all their hours is somehow embarrassing or
boastful. That is not the case. The more that members
submit all their hours, the better understanding we will
have of where hours are spent. PLEASE SUBMIT ALL
YOUR HOURS.

Many of the greatest contributors to the Club are over
70 and since they are no longer required to perform
their minimum contribution hours, they feel there is no
need to submit those hours. As a result, many hundreds
of hours go unrecorded. Even if you are above the 70-
year cut off age, PLEASE SUBMIT ALL YOUR
HOURS.

There appear to be many members who don't know
how to submit their hours or do not realize they are
required to do so. This is understandable as it has not
been that obvious. There is a section in the Members
Only portion of the Club's website where your hours can
be submitted, and now to make it even easier, there are
QR codes posted around the Club. PLEASE SUBMIT
ALL YOUR HOURS.

No matter what your particular situation is, we ask you
to PLEASE SUBMIT ALL YOUR CONTRIBUTION
HOURS, so we know how many hours it actually takes
to run this Club.




l A

-

Back in the 60's and 70's a young lad named Jay Cross,
son of member Gord Cross, was growing up around
Queen City. He desperately wanted to become a naval
architect, and at age 16 he had his design for an
America's Cup 12-Metre published in a major yachting
magazine.

He gravitated to the QCYC 14 fleet and crewed for Allan
Rae for several years*. He then switched his allegiance
to the RCYC 14 fleet and went on to design and build a

number of very successful International 14-foot dinghies.

While doing that he also became an Olympic sailor in
the 470 Class and participated in the 1976 Montreal
Olympics, but missed the 1980 Olympics in Moscow
due to the boycott.

His professional career took off when he was hired with
his architectural training and his real estate experience to
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head up the construction of the new Maple Leaf/Raptor
Arena on Bay Street. Due to that success, he was hired to
do the same for the Miami Heat and after that for the
Jets in New York City. That transformed into the massive
real estate development Hudson Yards. He is now in
Houston as President of the Howard Hughes Corporation.

All very impressive, but what's really newsworthy is that
this very same Jay Cross, the kid that started his sailing at
Queen City Yacht Club, has just been named
Commodore of the very historic and very prestigious
New York Yacht Club.

Well done, Jay.

* See the video posted on the QCYC History You Tube channel
entitled, “History of the International 14 at QCYC" at the 20:22
point showing the launch of Allan Rae’s new 14, Elan. Jay is in the
red shorts and white trapeze belt crewing for Allan.



Commodore

Dan Smith
commodore(dqcyc.ca

Summer is fully underway now, and this year we dove
straight into the deep end. Sailpast was a huge success,
with perfect weather and many members and guests in
attendance. Thanks to the volunteers who made that
happen, specifically Bruce Smith and his team.

Less than a week later, the Board was back in blues and
whites to deliver updates on their portfolios and plans for
the season. This well-attended session left everyone
impressed by the passion, talent, and sheer scope of
ambition of your Board members. With so much
underway this year, please ask about how to get involved!

We celebrated New Members Night in true QCYC
fashion (with good drinks and food), after gunning in six
of the nine new boats and welcoming the new
members. Thanks to Jesse Smith and her volunteers for
organizing that event.

By the time this issue prints, we will have also held The
Blake Van Winkle Race (June 8), a second movie night
(June 14), Lobster Fest (June 15), the first trivia night
(June 21) and the cruise to ABYC (June 22).

In other Club business, we have three main things on
the go right now. The first is the lease. Several months
ago we signed a collective statement of intent, along
with 25 other Toronto-based clubs whose leases are set
to renew in 2025, to renew our lease for at least a 20-
year term, with the cost rising according to the consumer
price index. The city is currently reviewing this but wishes
to gauge what exactly it is that boating and yacht clubs
provide to the city and public in general. Ontario Sailing
has worked out a template to document this, and we are
having an easy time filling it out. We are strong in our
community engagement, whether through our partner-
ships with the Broad Reach Foundation, Sea Scouts, or
by providing low- or sometimes no-cost access to our
learn-to-sail programs. Allowing associate members

access to small craft storage also provides low-barrier
access to water sports on the Island — a key City of
Toronto metric that will only improve with the revital-
ization of the old Junior Club building. We are also
hosting events for our community, including some that
would have taken place at the WIA, and some new
endeavours in support of near-and-dear causes like
autism awareness. These things matter, both to our
Club's internal fabric and to how we are viewed from the
outside by our community and our government. Thanks
to Christine Guerin, Keith Nunn, Eric Whan, and others
who lead and support initiatives like the ones above.

Speaking of community, we are continuing our tradition
of inviting members of the Island community organiza-
tions, including the Algonquin Island Association, Wards
Island Association, Sunfish Cut Boat Club, and Vintage
Islanders, to use our restaurant on Thursday evenings,
and hopefully we can get some fun activities to coincide
with that day of the week.

The second item is our updated bylaws. The Ontario
Not-for-Profit Corporations Act has required us to update
our bylaws to comply with the changes. Past
Commodore Jeff Imai has been working diligently on
this for several years, and we have posted a draft of the
updated bylaws and articles for member review. We will
be holding an information session on July 19, with a
membership vote scheduled for August 29. Voting
members (Senior members) are strongly encouraged

to attend.

Finally, we continue to pursue avenues for the remedi-
ation of the Rapids Queen. \We've broadened the scope
of our investigation by requesting proposals from several
more contractors and marine professionals with various
areas of expertise. We have also engaged an environ-
mental law firm to analyze what rights and responsibil-
ities we have with respect to the Rapids Queen, and we
are currently awaiting their final report. There'll be more
to come on this topic as we close in on some actionable
steps that need to be addressed as soon as possible.

It's been wonderful to see the lagoon come to life again,
very nearly full, nearly all boats masted and ready to sail.
On top of which the weather has cooperated — rare for
springtime in Toronto. Let's hope this is a sign of a
peaceful, fun and safe summer ahead. | look forward to
seeing you all at the Club!

QCYC CLIPPER JUNE 2024 PAGE 23



Vice
Commodore

Rob Nicholson
vicecommodore(dgcyc.ca

There's not a whole lot to report in the ‘vice’ portfolio.
The Safety Team has been active with focus areas and
sub teams defined. We'll be hearing and seeing more

from them through the summer, and there's always
room for more on the roster. There's a renewed focus
on liability insurance and ensuring all members have
valid confirmation of coverage on file with the office. If
you don't — please do. We have new QR codes posted
on the tenders, in the office and in the lobby to help
members find their way to record their contribution
hours. If you still don't know exactly how to record or
worse — how to contribute — then come find me (or any
member of the Board). Beyond that, | will just wish
everyone a safe, healthy and fun filled summer. Be good
to each other.

Rear
Commodore

H Bruce Smith
rearcommodore(dqcyc.ca

We have started the second series of our Wednesday
Night Races, but it is never too late to register! I'm happy
to report that the fleet has grown since last year, from 15
boats to 23 boats racing in Series 1. That's a terrific
showing, so congratulations to all participants.

The Blake Van Winkle Pursuit Race took place on June 8,
an event that has been extremely well received and that
also had an increase in numbers. Interestingly the pursuit
format has grown in popularity so much that every boat
now receives two handicap ratings, one for course racing
and one for point-to-point pursuits.

On August 17 we will host our second major race day,
the Women's Open Regatta. As per the Blake, we will
run it as a pursuit race, followed by a great party. Make
sure you sign up!

If you are looking for crew or looking to crew, sign on to
the Members-only section of the QCYC website, open
the Virtual Club and go to the Crew Bank forum. If you
are interested in coming out and don't know where to
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start, take a moment and watch our YouTube video Intro-
duction to QCYC Racing 2023.

The QCYC Race Committee has been working hard to
improve many of the less visible aspects of the program
including:

+ A new race management system through www.racin-
grulesofsailing.org which, once all racers are signed
on, streamlines everything from registration to protest
to communication.

+ A new anchoring system on the Freddy M, making it
safer for those on board.

« A full day of training for race committee volunteers,
including MOB techniques.

Our first Club cruise took place in late June, and we have
four more scheduled. The Cruising Committee has done
an excellent job finding new and exciting destinations,
and creating events that add to the fun. Make sure you
sign up for at least one!

On July 20 Scott Forbes will run a Sailing and
Seamanship Refresher Day. Participants, whether new to
sailing or old, are sure to benefit from faster passages
and improved race finishes. They can also be certain the
decisions they make will help ensure the safety of the
crew and more enjoyment on the water.

We have programs that offer something for everyone.
Come out and enjoy!



Entertainment

Jennifer Deyell
entertainment(@qcyc.ca

Coming up we have the Canada 8 TR it 5™ s, i foms e p——
Day gathering on the lawn. We A DA | B SC))A ' < UJISE
will light the big charcoal BBQ, ' IN 7 — - ;—|._—| ¥/ A ':_.-{:‘- ) -t —

and you can grill your dinner THEN 1 | x\( | D ‘ P ‘ K 1 \/ L Al )

alongside your fellow Club
members.

Longtime Club member and
former Commodore Ron Mazza
will give what is sure to be an
inspirational presentation on
cruising in the Greek Islands on
Friday, July 7 in the Great Hall at
7 pm.

It has come to my attention that
not everyone has seen this
perfect summer boat movie, so
we will be showing Jaws on
Friday, July 12 at 7 pm.

Flotilla Night will take place on
the evening of Friday, July 26.
We will paddle/dinghy down
the lagoon in a group to Snake -
Island, enjoy a beverage and 7
watch the sunset, then paddle

ERIDAY, JULY
ety gt o e youreh ' #GREAT HALL
on the return ride. . . 7:00 PM

Have you ever considered a sailboat charter in
the Greek Islands? Last September o group of
QCYC members did just that. This presentation is
obout what they learned, where they went, ond
what they experienced We hope to see you
therel
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Treasurer

Lisa Duncan
treasurer@qcyc.ca

Great to see the Club up and running in full swing. Thank
you to those who were able to make it out to the annual
Spring meeting. There were lots of questions around our
budget and finances, with ideas brought forward for
future projects.

The Club has a good financial position even with
substantial capital investments and operating expenses
incurred this year: new roof, city docks, Kubota, rail
repairs and maintenance. Jesse Smith’s hard work as
Membership Chair to grow our Club improves cash

holdings year over year and a great time was had by all
at New Members Night.

REMINDER: Spring bills were issued the second week of
March and payment was due in full by May 31 unless
you have requested a payment plan. The convenience
and efficiency of payment with on-line Quick Books or e-
transfer reduces our banking fees. We really want to phase
out the banking “payee” method if you still have your bills
set up this way. Please note that it frequently happens that
payments through the bank do not provide details of the
account holder and therefore those payments sit on the
books without being applied to the account.

For members on a payment plan: Please be aware that
invoice reminder notices are issued automatically
through the Quick Books system. If you have arranged a
plan through the Treasurer, there is no need to email the
office if you are on track with the payment plan.

See you around the Club!

Crossword Answers
From page 20

1L
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Membership

Jesse Smith
membershipldqcyc.ca

We've started the year off strong, with 7 new senior and
10 new associate members approved as of the end of
May. Plus, we have many more lined up to join over the
summer.

We had a wonderful New Members Night celebration on
June 1. The day started with six new Club boats being
officially welcomed in our gunning-in ceremony. Though
the wind was light, the weather was beautiful, and we
had an enthusiastic crowd on the balcony to cheer on the
newest additions to the fleet, and to enjoy some punch.

The evening party was also a great success, with almost
150 current, new, and about-to-join members in atten-
dance. There was great food, wine, music, and mingling,
as current members showed our new members the real
spirit of QCYC. Thanks to the many volunteers who made
the day such a great success, especially as it was my first
time organizing it. | have learned lots of important lessons
for next year, including increasing my sushi order, and
remembering to take a group photo of the event!

Grounds

Michele Franklin
grounds(dqcyc.ca

As | write, the boats are in the water, masts up, ready for
a great sailing season, and the grounds at QCYC look
beautiful.

Our “Spring into Summer” event was very successful with
more than 100 pairs of hands to prep our Club for the
coming season. Thanks to all volunteers who came out.

All locker tenants were contacted to elect/assign a
“Locker Captain” for each block, to help keep on top of
maintenance, and to strive to tidy the locker blocks and
keep them structurally sound. Thank you to all members
who stepped up to the task — it does take a village!

We are currently transforming the old LTS building into a
centre for paddle boards/kayaks/canoes. This will require
many helping hands, so stay tuned for work party
announcements.

Please don't hesitate to contact me should you like to
help us with gardening and grounds maintenance as a
whole. We will always find a project that you can help
with — many hands make for light work.

See you at the Club!
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Yard

Eriks Rugelis
yard(dqcyc.ca

It was no surprise that being Yard Chair is more compli-
cated than just Launch and Haul-out. | am very thankful
for the support the members and the past Yard Chairs
have given to get our boats launched and maintain our
Yard facilities.

Continuing the work begun last year under Mike Krasnay,
we engaged Dundee Marine to return this spring to help
complete the repairs to the Marine Railway. Dundee’s
services are booked months in advance. We were very
lucky they were able to fit us into their schedule before
Launch. Fortunately, Catherine and lan Parsonage and
Mary Partridge were able to confirm on-island accommo-
dation for the dive team, and Catherine cooked up a
hearty breakfast, so we were able to take advantage of a
last-minute gap in Dundee’s busy schedule.

At QCYC's direction, divers from Dundee Marine:

+ Welded new scrub plates onto frame cross-members
to protect from cutting by the cables which pull the
railway car

* Inspected rail joints and J-bolts
« Tightened several loose J-bolts

+ Obtained some missing measurements of the under-
water structure

Now, for the first time in living memory, QCYC has
complete as-built documentation for the structure and
components of the underwater portion of the Marine
Railway. This documentation enables directed inspec-
tions and maintenance in the future. It also enables
tracking of wear and replacement of the components
which make up the Marine Railway.

The failed sheave for the downhaul cable was
photographed and then cut away from its supporting
frame and brought to the surface for examination. Speci-
fications for a replacement sheave will be prepared and
cost estimates will be submitted to the Board for
approval of funding. The earliest likely installation of a
new sheave is 2025.

Launch was completed in just under three days. Eighty-
four yachts were launched, three others were cross-
hauled into positions for launching later this summer.
One yacht was hauled back out due to a leak which
could not be repaired in the water. It was re-launched a
couple of weeks later. Thanks to all who contributed their
time and effort in planning and executing Launch.
Thanks also to the crew (few in number but exhibiting
great strength and enthusiasm) who helped to tidy-up




the Marine Yard during the Spring work-party.
Lastly, thank you to the small team who
showed up June 2 to replace the ways at
East 2.

Be on the look-out for another work-party
before Haul-out to complete repairs to the
ways. From my vantage point, there were good |
spirits in the Yard for the entire duration of
Launch. | wish to thank Steve Hills for making
himself available to help manage some of the
inevitable exceptions. | also want to thank my
wife, Jacqui Cook, for planning of the Launch
sequence and for actively running the plan
during the 3 days of Launch.

The ability to store any specific keelboat in the
yard is determined by the gauge of ways
(small, intermediate or large) where space is
available plus the beam and length overall of
the boat. There is a fixed amount of space
between the ways. Separation available
between the stern of one boat to the bow of
the boat abaft limits which boat can be placed
in a specific location and which boats may
pass others on adjacent ways. These
measurements are the crux of planning for
Haul-out and Launch.

By the end of Haul-out in 2023 we were at capacity to
store keelboats on the ways.

All senior members who had a boat stored in the Yard
last winter will be receiving an email asking them to
confirm their intention to haul at the club this fall.
Existing members with new boats and new members
will also receive an email about their intentions for
winter storage this Fall. | ask any member who stored in
our Yard last year who is not planning to store in our
Yard this winter to please let me know as early as
possible.

My objective is to accommodate all members who wish
to store at the club. However, if that proves to be
unattainable, winter storage space will be assigned
based on the suitability of the boat for the space
available and the seniority of the member. In early
August | will send an interim update to the membership
about the progress of Haul-out planning and availability

of storage space for all those who have expressed an
interest in it.

The main mast rack requires major repairs. This work is
planned to occur during the Summer of 2025. During
the repairs, the main mast rack will need to be vacated.
This summer (2024) we are going to ask members to
identify and label all items remaining on the permanent
mast racks. Those items not claimed will be deemed
abandoned will be sold or scrapped before Haul-out.
You will need to watch the QuickClipper for announce-
ments on this topic.

All members with a cradle in the yard should inspect
their own cradle. The club’s inspection of the cradles has
begun. A list of cradles requiring repairs will be commu-
nicated when the inspections are complete. Watch the
QuickClipper for announcements.

Please feel free to email me yard@qcyc.ca with your
questions or ideas.
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Learn to Sail

Christine Guerin
learntosailldgcyc.ca

Everything But the Boat Sale

Many, many thanks to all the organizers, volunteers,
bakers, donors, shoppers, and to those that showed up
at 8am to volunteer for the yard sale. Last tally was
$2509.35 from the sale. At New Members night, Doug
Ward offered to match our tally by $2500 making the
grand total $5009.35. We raised enough funds to
include 10 under-represented kids from Broad Reach in
our program this summer and will be purchasing the
necessary equipment to keep our fleet of boats in tiptop
shape!

A heartfelt thank you to the entire QCYC community for
your continued support of Learn to Sail, and especially
Susan Baker for your amazing organization and
leadership of this event!

Introducing Sarah Gardiner - QCYC
Head Instructor

Please welcome Sarah Gardiner, 2024's Head Instructor
for Learn to Sail. Sarah has been sailing for 16 years,
sailing at RCYC in both double handed boats and repre-
sented their High-Performance team in a Laser. Sarah
competed in various regattas across North America such
as the US Nationals in New Jersey, the North American
Championships in South Carolina, and the Youth World
Championships in Kingston, Ontario in 2015.

In 2016, she made the Ontario Sailing's Women's Laser
Radial Team.

While attending University, Sarah founded the Trent
University Sailing Association, where students could learn
to sail and compete against other universities. She taught
both youth and adult classes at TSCC and at
Harbourfront. In more recent years, she has taken up
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keelboat sailing and racing, competing in the Susan
Hood regatta in 2021. If you ever need an extra crew on
race nights, you can find her in the LTS building and
she'd be happy to come out and help! You can also
reach her via email at headinstructor@qcyc.ca

Please join us in welcoming Sarah to the QCYC
community. We are very lucky to have her join and lead
our instructor team for 2024!

Important Dates for Learn to Sail
June 17 - Adult sessions start

June 23 - Learn to Sail Kick-off

July 2 - Youth camps start

July 19-29 - Keelboat lessons, hosted by HBSC at QCYC

July 20 - Camping on the Island - Hosted by Scouts 403
Toronto Sea Scouts

August 23 - Banquet

Adult Keelboat program

Humber Bay Sailing Centre is offering 2 Learn to Cruise
(Keelboat) programs at QCYC. Please reach out if you
have any questions, or read more about it on our
website here www.qcyc.ca/sailing/learntosail/adult. We
also have a few spots left in our dinghy program, so
register soon before spots fill up!

Sailing Connections Answers
From page 18

1. Different types of cleats: clam, horn,
cam, shroud

2. Things that rhyme: wheel, keel, heel, meal
3. Things you do to a sail: luff, jibe, reef, hoist

4. Parts of a sail: leech, clew, foot, tack



Spot the Difference Answers
From page 19

1. Window removed on foremost boat.
2. Windex removed on foremost boat.
3. CN tower removed.

Tower to right of foremost boat is taller.

Dolphins added.

Airplane added.

Sailboat to right added. 249 Queen’s Quay West, Unit 108
416-203-1163  www.nauticalmind.com

Stern rail of boat removed from left bottom corner.
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Sun is gone.

10. Flock of geese added.
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Sea Scouts at the Club!
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