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From the Editor

Valerie Wint

The Summer of Endless Fun started with the blast

vwint5 1 @rogers.com

that was SailPast, with a storm barrelling through
and a great evening's dinner and dance. Our

Entertainment Chair promises many more exciting

events.

Commodore Jeff tells us of various internal and
external matters that directly impact the club.

Learn to Sail has great news about their finances,

and the successful launch of the season with
young sailors and their families. Our new Yard
Chair reflects on his first launch, and considers
several new initiatives. Our Rear Commodore

reminds us of the Crew Bank, of cruises to come,

and of the Women's Open Regatta. And our
Communications Chair asks us to talk up QCYC
on social media to increase membership.

And In this edition, read about an intriguing
yacht club in Australia. It's hard to believe such

a place exists.
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 Ships of the Desert

e

by Lake Eyre Yacht Club & Roger Petersen

We continue our search for unique and unusual Yacht
Clubs, and you just know there had to be one in
Australia. The Lake Eyre Yacht Club is young, barely
two decades in existence, but they have anchored in a
legendary spot in yachting lore as quite possibly the
only club which calls a desert home and where
members actually sail.

Some
Geography
First

Kati Thanda — Lake
Eyre as it is

officially known — is
the lowest natural
point in Australia at
approximately 50
feet below sea
level. Itis an
endorheic lake,
meaning it doesn't drain and that makes for a very
salty experience sailing it. During the dry season, it is
four to five times saltier than the ocean. When it
floods in the wet season, it grows to about half the
size of Lake Ontario, but with an average depth of
only 6 feet. Average rainfall is about 10cm (about the
same as a rum poured by Steve Hills).

Origin of the Lake Eyre Yacht Club
In 1975 Alvin Atkinson, his brother Max, and Rob

Clarke explored Lake Eyre North on Alvin's boat “Ibis".
Upon sighting Prominent Hill, they walked to the top
to enjoy the view.

Realising the significance of the location they built a
cairn to commemorate their adventure.

In April 2000 Bob and Steve visited the cairn on their
way to launching at
Dingo Soak. They
decided it would be an
appropriate location to
hold the Lake Eyre
Yacht Club foundation
ceremony.

The Club

House

The original building,
constructed by the
United Aboriginal
Ministry in 1950's, was used as a church with accom-
modation for a visiting minister. It was abandoned in
the 1980s following the revelations of the stolen
generation — a similar reckoning to our residential
schools.

Many QCYC members will nod their heads in under-
standing on this next part. In late 2006 it was
purchased by the Yacht Club in a derelict state. Initially
the building was cleaned up with windows and doors,
rewiring, kitchen sink, plumbing and the interior
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redesigned. In 2008 the building was cut in half and
each half lifted 3m using pigsties of sleepers — only
one coffee mug was broken during the lift when it fell
off the fridge. 2009 saw the “wharf” and “slipway”
constructed.

This Makes QCYC Launch

Look Easy

Launching/retrieving your boat is by far the most
endurance-testing aspect of a Lake Eyre sailing
adventure. The Lake depth ensures that a launching
ramp of around 1km
is the norm for tides
(local reference to
water levels) less
than 2m. Unfortu-
nately, Lake access
points, while not
being in the worst pe
places, provide :
challenging
launching ramps. Fortunately, the Lake provides better
landing places once you have left home base. These
landing places are generally inaccessible by vehicle
you can't have everything.

The shore dunes can be 3-4 metres high — but look
mountainous. It is best to use beach rollers over the
dunes unless you are at a “ramp” site such as at ABC
Point where the dune has been graded and easily
crossed by 4WD vehicles towing a trailer.
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The dunes end at the “high tide mark” usually marked
by a border of small bushes growing above the
saltwater table. The next stretch of “beach” often 10-
50m of sandy/muddy/gravelly appearance, is drivable
if dry — no recent rain.

The following 100-500m to the water, often covered
with salt crystals, is part of the Lake bottom. It should
NOT BE DRIVEN ON under any circumstances. Use
your boat roller, it will be enough trouble in the mud!
Of course, some idiot will always try to drive on the
Lake surface and spend a day getting back out. While
the surface often
appears firm,
sometimes even
sandy under foot, it
typically has 150mm
of smelly black ooze

surface waiting like
your worst
nightmare.

Once in the water the mud becomes firmer under
foot and the roller will move more freely. You will
have to roll another 100m or so before the boat can
be dragged, partially floating, into deeper water.

Once the craft is floating, loading commences. Make
sure the boat is moved into deeper water as the
loading is done otherwise it sinks into the mud and
releasing the “stiction” is nigh impossible. The same
"move and load" principle is used for passengers until



deep enough water, around 1km from the vehicle, « Boats were as far as practicable to keep between

allows the last poor soul on board and the craft is road markers (it was later found that a small
under way. island had to be circumnavigated using the
Retrieving is the opposite with the added pleasure roadside ditch)

of being able to drag your craft closer as it's « Dragging, paddling, and carrying were permitted
unloaded. but only when water was too shallow (found to

be less than 50m of entire race)

The Legendary Race of 2010

The LEYC made history on 8 July 2010 by being the
first in the world to conduct a yachting event along a
road, in fact Australia's most iconic road, the
Birdsville Track!

The race finished at the northern exit point of the
Track amongst much cheer and celebration. Andrew
Barney in a Calypso 16 crossed the line first,
covering the 3.7
kmsin a
respectable 37
minutes.

The race developed
from an idea the
evening before to
give the participants
a taste of the type of
cruising adventure
that led to the
formation of the
Club — that the
Cgmmodore Woulq lead any willing participgnts o3 e Last Note
sail through a heavily treed swamp to the Birdsville
Track. Then an attempt would to be made to sail
along the Track as far as possible.

For the record,
Cath Hew in her
Caper 18 finished
a 1:07 off the
pace, good for
fourth.

When the lake is full, a notable phenomenon is that
around midday the surface can often become very
flat. The surface then reflects the sky in a way that

Here the rules were laid out and Cath Hew leaves both the horizon and water surface virtually
appointed as timekeeper on the assumption that impossible to see. The commodore of the Lake Eyre
her boat would finish first: Yacht Club has stated that sailing during this time

« There would be an off the road start has the appearance of sailing in the sky.
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- Commodore

Jeff Imai commodore(dqcyc.ca

It's June, and the Summer of
Endless Fun has started. Already,
we have had our first heat
warning and two windless
Wednesday race nights. Hoping this is not the trend
for the whole summer.

SailPast, despite the brief storm that blew through,
was a tremendous success. Thanks to Rear
Commodore, Bruce Smith and his team, for making
our first traditional SailPast in several years a bright
spot for the start of season.

In addition to the regular matters reported by other
Board members, here's an update on other projects.

The Membership Contribution Committee was estab-
lished to investigate methods for increasing member
contribution to the projects needed to beautify and
maintain the club. The Membership Contribution
Committee was successful getting members to come
out and contribute at the “Spring into Summer Event”.
Nick Mather did an excellent job of organizing people
and projects. Jacqui Cook is putting together a
Members' Skills Inventory which will help in planning
future projects.

The Committee is now looking at setting up more
permanent committees, like the existing Winch and
Gardening committees, so members have a good

idea of what needs to be done and how they can best
contribute to our club.

There is a recommendation from a 2016 report that
members who are over 70 years of age no longer be
exempt from being required to provide contribution
(work) hours. A motion was put before the Board at
the May meeting; the motion did not pass. The Board
generally thought that members over 70 contribute to
the club, not because of the mandate, but because

they wish to contribute.

Regarding the Algonquin Bridge; the City had said that
the rocks left on the bottom of the lagoon would all be
removed: they have not. Work on the bridge stopped
due to the construction strike (that has now been
settled). We are waiting to see if any more work will be
done to remove the rocks. We are also still waiting to
hear back from the City regarding compensation for
the moorings the club lost due to the bridge rebuilding.

The club has received a response from the Toronto
and Region Conservation Authority regarding flood
mitigation plans and we will meet with them at a date
to be determined.

A committee has been working on plans for remedi-
ation of the Rapids Queen with our consultant and a
contractor. In a meeting with the contractor, we
discussed the available options and possible ways to
reduce the estimated cost of the project. The meeting
was helpful for the contractor to understand the layout
of the club and possible proposals to help reduce
projected costs.

The Ontario Not-For-Profit Corporations Act came into
force in October 202 1. Corporations governed by the
new Act, of which we are one, have 3 years in which to
update Articles of Incorporation and By-laws to comply
with the new Act. We have been working with Ontario
Sailing, which has provided some direction on our By-
laws. We are hoping to have a draft By-law by this fall.

We applied for and have received a grant from
Ontario Sailing in the amount of $7500 for Covid
Relief, for which we are grateful.

The lagoon is filling up with boats, so let's work together
and mast those last few boats so everyone is ready to
sail and cruise. There are several cruises upcoming — a
good opportunity to get away from the dock, visit other
ports, and meet new friends. In addition, there are many
events planned at the club, which will certainly make
this the Summer of Endless Fun.
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o Rear Commodore

Bruce Smith rearcommodore(dgcyc.ca

SeniorAssocia
2%

Once again SailPast was the event
we have all come to love. While
we may not have actually “sailed
past’, we were unscathed by one
of the most severe spring storms
in recent memory. The Review of the Fleet was as
popular as ever and 180 people attended an excellent
dinner and dance after having enjoyed the
Commodore’s Punch.

The presence of Father David Mulholland and James
the Piper ensured that traditions continued for old
members and were introduced to new ones. All in all,
it was great to kick off the season with such a
wonderful day!

We have many associate members who are keen to
get out sailing and there is a Crew Bank to connect
them with skippers who are short crew. Whether it's
for a Wednesday Night or AHMEN Race, or just some
company on a day salil, | encourage everyone to take
advantage of it. You will find the Crew Bank in the
Members-only section of the website under the Virtual
Club. Take a look and let's get more people out sailing!

In terms of the Education initiative, all spots are filled
for the Safety at Sea session. Those participating
include experienced sailors, new members, racers,
and cruisers. It is good to see so many people taking
this seriously so they can sail with the confidence that,
should things go wrong, they have some basic
knowledge on how to put it right.

A new addition to the Cruising program was an orien-
tation evening on June 3. Attendees learned the
protocols of visiting reciprocal clubs, suggested holiday
routes and destinations, provisioning and more. Keep
a watch out in the Quick Clipper for more information.
This session will be followed by the four reciprocal
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cruises where we socialize together and get
experience sailing in the company of others.

On May 18 racing resumed with the Wednesday Night
Practice Race followed by Series One - Race One on
May 25. Our Assistant Race Officers are well prepared
and organised so that the Designated Race Officers
can focus on setting the course and ensuring a fair,
fun and safe evening. We now have 24 boats regis-
tered and | encourage everyone to get out and try the
club racing series.

Amanda Karahanas will once again chair the 2022
Women's Open Regatta. Amanda is keen to expand
the event by inviting other clubs, include an Able Sail
component, and organise racing both in the harbour
and on the lake. All this will make it a truly Open
event as stipulated in the Deed of Gift and a unique
event in Toronto's keelboat racing scene.

Charles has some big news in terms of sponsorship of
the Open Regatta but | am not going to steal his
thunder! Stand by.

There are plenty of ways for you to get involved in the
Sailing Program. Whether you help clean the Freddy M
on a sunny afternoon or organise the Awards Banquet
you can be a part of improving our program while
socializing with fellow sailors. Let me know how you'd
like to help!

The Nautical Mind
Marine Booksellers & Chart Agents




Communications

Roger Petersen communications(dgcyc.ca

| hope everyone has masted up
and had at least a couple of sails.
It's great to see what is shaping up
to be a fabulous summer at the
club we all recognize as a very special place.

As much as we'd love to keep the club our own
magnificent secret, we need to bring more people in
on that secret.

And it's no secret, the strength of our club is you, our
members. But we have seen a dip in our numbers
and for the long-term health of the club, we need to
see that reversed.

We show up in Google searches and that helps. It also
costs money. Money that could be going into projects
at the club. But we have to keep our name out there
so it's money that needs to be spent.

FOGH MARINE ﬁ
FOGHMARINE.COM
His-251-0384Y

_—

TWO DIFFERENT

STORES

There are ways we can get the word out on the World
Wide Web for free, but we need your help. If you are
on social media, e.g., Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter,
when you post anything about the club from race
night to parties and of course our magnificent sunsets,
tag us and add hashtags. While it may feel like you are
not reaching many people, collectively we can get the
word out to hundreds of thousands of people if not
more.

A good example is that the #sailing is included in
more than 11 million posts on Instagram. Hashtags
allow people to search topics they are interested in on
that platform.

To include us, we are @QCYCSailing on Instagram,
Queen City Yacht Club on Facebook and @QCYCTOG
on Twitter.

We have been sailing the waters of Lake Ontario for
133 years because this club is filled with people who
love her and want to see the tradition carry on, so get
out there and spread the word.

FOGH BOAT
A SiprLiEs
S05-27¢ I/--'L 0as

BOTH ~FULLY
STOCKeED




Yves Florack learntosailldgcyc.ca

Every great comeback can be
traced back to a single moment.
For QCYC surely, it has to be the
sold-out dinner in the Great Hall
for our SailPast. So good to see QCYC picking up
more of its social life again — great to see people
gather indoors in large groups again.

The years of flooding and the COVID 19 pandemic
challenged us like never before. Yet, throughout it all,
the QCYC spirit has been there — supporting the club
as QC rebounds to give you more reasons and
excuses than ever to find time for your boat. Surely
that kind of member engagement is a true measure
of success.

If member support is any indicator of success, every-
thing points to another successful year for Learn to
Sail. We had a terrific turnout to jump-start the season
from our member parents and their kids: Leo
Abramovich & Christine Guerin, Lincoln & Anna Frost-
Hunt, Brad & Arlene Hearn, David Joice & Jessica
Smith, Shamil & Carlotta Kashmeri, Bob Reeves &
Carolyn Blaine, and the always helpful Rob Hupfield,
who came out to generously give their time. | also
want to thank Andy Oakes and Captain Steve for
getting the Kay Walker sorted, Jeff Imai and his crew
for launching the coach boat, Paul Horne for running
water out to the new dock, and every member who
helped out this spring — couldn’t do it without you.

I'm happy to report that CANSail 1-2 is booked solid.
We are fully staffed with half the coaches having
learned to sail here at QCYC. If you haven't already
done so, you can read all about them in the May
Clipper.

On the equipment front, we started renovating the
coach boat fleet by purchasing a new boat. New boats
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and motors are the big-ticket items on which our grant
applications concentrated. A massive thanks to Chris
Marshall for writing another Ontario Trillium
Foundation Grant (still under review) and The
Canadian Tire Jumpstart Fund application.

Last year's $115,000 Trillium Fund investment has
made such a difference in how we run our program.
From an accounting perspective, it has boosted our
program's bottom line and helped us to be more self-
sufficient. The equipment investment allows us to
explore ways to move forward in our programming.
We are exploring an Outreach Program to help
remove barriers for youth to get into sailing and to
give opportunities to under-served youths aged 8 —
11. We want to take a limited number of spots and
offer them at a discounted price. The Outreach
Program is a way to pay it forward and take sailing to
a new generation of sailors of diverse backgrounds.

A very special thank you to Susan Baker and Jennifer
Deyell for getting us back to our grass-roots
fundraising efforts by generously giving their time and
talent in organizing the “Everything BUT the Boat Sale”.
Kids can be hard on equipment, stuff needs replacing
all the time, and the proceeds will help us to get
ahead on such things as new trapeze harnesses, boat
covers for the 420s, Pico sails, and rudders, just to
mention a few.

An idea to explore for next season is a silent auction. |
figure if we start now it should give us enough time to
have something in place for next season. Please
volunteer, we need to get member participation and
contributions and help collect items that members
can bid on. The items can cover a range of things like
boat jewelry, art, destination packages, gift baskets, gift
certificates, and more. If you are interested in helping,
contact me at learntosail@qcyc.ca. By embracing the
QCYC spirit of giving, we can make this happen.



Another area vital to our mission statement is the
Adult Keelboat Sessions. It plays an important role in
introducing adults to sailing and introducing new
members to the club. The program is very popular
and sells out every year. | won't go into detail here,
but | will say the situation has many moving parts
and requires a volunteer to explore a practical and
feasible solution for QCYC. If you're interested, please
contact me.

On a side note, the Trillium dock will be used to
service the majority of LTS activities. However, we ask
that the dinghy launch ramp dock by the dry sail crane
be kept clear for the 420s use during the summer

camp Monday through Friday daytime. At other times
this dock will be available to all members as a
temporary spot for dinghies and dry sail members.

That's it for now. Stay safe. Keep Sailing!
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Yard

Mike Krasnay yard(dqcyc.ca

Do you remember your first haul-
out or launch at Queen City?

: In 2019 it was all brand new to
me; sailing, hauling, club membership. And as exciting
and humbling as it was to be out on the water for that
first season, it was in the yard that | became a club
member. The awesome spectacle, the shared respon-
sibility, the comradery. Our method of hauling and
launching boats is uniquely engaging and special, and
for many of us, part of the lifeblood at Queen City.

It's with this respect and enthusiasm that I've taken on
the Yard Chair role from Roel Vanderwal. One couldn't
have asked for a better role model than Roel. His
calm determination guided us through two short-
handed launches, allowing the club to enjoy two
sailing seasons that, due to a pandemic, were far from
assured.

This Spring was my first launch as Yard Chair, and
while the launch was successful on all measures, it
was clear how much we all rely on Steve Hills" skills,
wisdom, and leadership for getting our boats in and
out of the water. I'm personally grateful for Steve's
patient guidance and will continue to lean upon him
as | learn. | hope to soon relieve Steve of some of the
enormous responsibilities that he bears on behalf of
the club.

It's evident to every newbie how much we rely on the
watchful eye of our many leaders for our personal
safety. “Don't stand there.!” “Don't pull on a cradle”
“Get off the tracks!” This year we began introducing
some measures intended to help preserve our
excellent safety record. Signage was placed
throughout the yard to identify hazards and keep
safety top of mind for members. Yard leaders wore
safety vests, making it easy to identify them in their
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role. A fire extinguisher was placed in the butter
station. Please be patient with us as we figure out
how to best go about this. Perhaps one day these
measures will help save grief for individuals and club.

This year we experimented with holding a new
members' launch orientation session, designed to
prepare first-time yard workers for what they can
expect at launch. We intend to institute this more
formally in the coming seasons, and welcome sugges-
tions for improvement. Many thanks to those who
attended that first, clumsy session.

One of the aspects that | hope to bring to the job is a
beginner's mindset. | have fresh recollection as a new
member, of unstepping my mast for the first time, and
of having my attention drawn to the many hazards
involved in our method. Of all the anxieties | experi-
enced in that first season, that was perhaps the most
unsettling. There was no playbook, and asking for help
was the first and only way to get through it. We have
been blessed to have not had a major injury in the
Yard, and that's not to be taken for granted.

This year we will be hosting a mast stepping clinic for

all members who would like to become more familiar
and confident in the process. Perhaps this too will be

a recurring event.

Steve Hills, Eriks Rugelis, Robert Eckersley, Paul Horne,
Roel Vanderwal, Will Harney, Mike Veenhuizen, Roger
Petersen, the winch drivers, and all the other leaders
in our midst: we're grateful to you for getting us in
and out of the water, and for protecting our person
and watercraft in the process. And thanks to all club
members for your patience and support as | continue
to improve in the role of Yard Chair. | welcome all of
your feedback and look forward to many more
seasons in the yard.



Entertainment

Jennifer Deyell entertainment(dgcyc.ca

Entertainment events kicked off this year with the first
of six scheduled movie nights in the Great Hall. The
Tingler elicited some screaming but no fatalities. We
put the club's new large-capacity popcorn maker to
work, and also enjoyed delicious blood-red cocktails
from Onyx, who also served dinner while you watched
the movie.

June events will include Trivia Night, hosted by Leo
Millan and Christian Mittelstaedt on Friday, June 17 in
the Great Hall. Then on June 18, Jeff from Line Dance
Toronto will lead us in a beginner class. You need
neither a partner nor coordination to have a good
time. Sign up details for both events will be posted on
the Quick Clipper and on posters around the club.

And remember that we have paddle boards available
on loan. More info to come, so stay tuned.

If you would like to earn contribution hours volun-
teering for Lobsterfest on Saturday July 23, | need
about 30 people who can boil, grill, prep, serve and :
shuck (oysters not corn). | am also looking for people Sundays, 09:4!
to join the Pig Roast (September 3) Committee,
another epic event that can't happen without member

participation. Email entertainment@qcyc.ca and be

part of the fun.

Family"Owned & Operated Since 1969




island

side -

BECOME MORE PROFICIENT & MORE CONFIDENT :
QPERATING YOUR BOAT SAFELY, WHETHER CLOSE-TO HOME
= OR CRUISING LAKE ONTARIO & BEYOND "

* .. —JOIN:US FORA DAY.OF IN=CLASS LEARNING &
—~ PRACTICAL, HANDS-ON SESSIONS - _
QUIRED SAFETY EQUIPMENT & FIRE EXT{N*'tITs"HERLUs’E”
ANCHORING & EMERGENCY RADIO PROCEDURES .
& MAN OVERBOARD TECHNIQUES

REGISTER ON THE QCYC WEBSITE: hﬂps.//qcyc.ca/salllng/safeinay

e Y

* cards & gifts
» online orders can have free island
pickup, type “Island Pickup” in notes

577 Queen Street West




