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From the Editor 
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In this issue, along with key Board updates, are 
feature articles by Mary Partridge, Richard Slee, 
Peter Ashby, Katherine Baker-Ross, John Fursdon, 
and Robin Spurr. One special contribution is the 
Clipper cover, a painting entitled Alerion 2, by Nancy 
Moore, who has been a Senior member since 1983 
and is an Island resident. Though in her time she 
has sailed a Folkboat, a Cheoy Lee Offshore 27, an 
O’Day Tempest, and a Cape Dory Typhoon, she says 
that if she had pots of money her next boat would 
be an Alerion 26 with lots of wood. When not busy 
painting, Nancy can be found snooping around the 
island in a 1959 Peterborough wooden runabout 
named Scout. You may have seen her lovely, nauti-
cally inspired work in various exhibits on the Island. 
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Beyond Queen City's Gates  
If you're among the QCYC members who come to the 

Club to pat their boats in the off-season, you will likely 

have noticed that there are very few amenities, a mess 

of untidy bicycle lockups, and virtually no information 

about the Toronto Island community at the Ward’s 

Island ferry dock. 

The number of visitors to Toronto Island from the GTA 

and around the world has increased substantially in the 

past decade, in part because of social media. The Island 

consistently ranks high on the list of “Things to do 

in Toronto” on TripAdvisor. And Ward’s Island is the 

only access point to the Island from Thanksgiving 

to Easter. Thus many people were arriving in the 

off-season to an unattractive and unprotected 

dock, with no prior warning about the conditions.  

Therefore, in 2016 we and a few other Island 

residents formed the Ward’s Dock Renewal Initiative 

(WDRI) to improve the visitor experience at Ward’s, 

working with the City of Toronto Parks and Ferry 

Services. Now the dock has been smartened up, 

better wayfinding has been installed (e.g., signs to 

the washrooms), and there is a warning on the 

city’s website and at the ferry dock to alert visitors 

to the lack of facilities at Ward’s in the winter. 

Also, thanks to the City Parks and Heritage depart-

ments, the historic 1916 Waiting Shed is currently 

being restored and upgraded. It will be returned to 

Ward’s dock sometime this summer.  

To address the lack of historical information about 

the Island community, the WDRI has made a brochure 

entitled Discover Toronto Island available in two 

brochure boxes, one at Ward’s dock and one on Seneca 

at Ojibway Ave. Have a look. It is full of interesting 

information. And soon, when water levels go down, you 

will see five historical panels installed around the 

community. On the next page is a sneak preview.  

 

 By Mary Partridge and Pam Mazza 



Toronto Island Community

Presented by the Toronto Island community

It was a major victory for residents! On July 28, 1980, Islanders young and old stood 
at the Algonquin bridge to stop the sheriff from delivering eviction notices. 

Manitou Avenue, the ‘main drag’ on Centre Island, was the hub of community life 
until the 1960s. All of the buildings were torn down and replaced with parkland.

Al Schoenborn, Island resident

City of Toronto Archives City of Toronto Archives

By the end of the 1960s, 400 houses on Centre Island and Hanlan’s Point had been 
demolished. Residents of Algonquin and Ward’s Island stood firm to save their homes. 

Before Toronto Island became a park in the 1950s, 

it had a year-round community with over 2,000 

people living on Hanlan’s Point, Centre Island, 

Ward’s Island and Algonquin Island. The summer 

community in the 1920s had as many as 10,000 

people. Centre Island was a real town, with grocery 

and hardware stores, hotels, churches, laundry, 

cinema and bowling alley.
 

After all the homes and shops on Hanlan’s and 

Centre were torn down in the 1950s and 1960s, a 

successful 30-year battle began to save the homes 

on Ward’s and Algonquin. In 1993, the provincial 

government passed legislation that created a land 

trust, returning ownership of the homes to the 

residents with a 99-year lease on the land. 

The community now has approximately 700 

residents living year-round in 262 homes. There are 

no private vehicles or stores in the community.
Toronto Public Library

Aerial view of Lakeshore Avenue and Algonquin Island in 1959, with the city in the 
background. Large houses seen here on Lakeshore were later removed.

Ward’s Island Community & Tent City

Presented by the Toronto Island community

David Ward was head of one of the first fishing families to settle on the eastern end of Toronto Island in the 

mid-1800s. His son, William, played a prominent role in the burgeoning community. Famous for saving the 

lives of many sailors from shipwrecks, he served as Island Constable for over 25 years and built an impressive 

hotel in this area in 1882. From about 1900, this end of the Island became known as Ward’s Island.
 

Beginning in the late 1800s, the city leased tent sites to the public for $15 to $20 per season. They were 

extremely popular as an affordable escape from Toronto’s hot summers. This area became known as Tent 

City. In 1931, the city gave residents permission to build permanent, year-round homes. The houses you 

see today sit on the approximate location of the original tent sites. 

1911 aerial view of Tent City shows the addition of small wooden cooking sheds. The Ward’s Hotel and ferry dock can be seen in the background. By this time, there were 685 campers. 

Without electricity, domestic life in Tent City in the summer of 1908 was primitive. 
Then, as now, the bulk of groceries and supplies were brought over from the mainland.

City of Toronto Archives

City of Toronto Archives

City of Toronto Archives

Looking north along Third Street at Lakeshore Avenue in 1929. Streetlights have been 
added with their distinctive beer stein style. These are still in use today.



William Ward & Ward’s Hotel

Presented by the Toronto Island community

William Ward was the eldest son of David Ward, 

one of the first settlers on Toronto Island. In 

1862, when William was 15, he took his five 

younger sisters for a sail in the harbour. Though 

William was a skilled sailor, the boat capsized 

when a storm struck, throwing them all into 

the water. He made valiant efforts to save his 

sisters, but all five drowned.

Traumatized by the experience, William subse-

quently became famous for his lifesaving 

activities in the area. He rescued many sailors 

from shipwrecks and saved the lives of people 

whose boats had capsized in the lake. In 1880, 

he was put in charge of the first lifeboat station 

on the Island. Around the same time, the city 

government gave him a long-term lease on land 

now known as Ward’s Island. He built a family 

homestead and the Ward’s Hotel, which stood 

in this location until it was demolished in 1966. 

Above: William Ward 
was credited with 
rescuing more than 
160 people from 
the waters of Lake 
Ontario.

Right: Engraving by 
Ward’s Islander 
Rowley W. Murphy 
commemorating 
William Ward’s 
dramatic rescue of 
the ship Jane Ann 
Marsh in 1868, one 
of many lake 
rescues by Ward. 

Above: Ward built a 
small hotel on Centre 
Island in 1876. In 1882, 
he constructed this 
much grander one on 
Ward’s Island, looking 
north towards the city. 

Left: Water colour by 
Ward’s Islander Laurie 
Jones from the publi-
cation William Ward: 
Island Hero. It depicts 
the tragic day in May 
1862 when gusty winds 
threw Ward and his 
sisters into the frigid 
harbour water. 

Algonquin Island Community

Presented by the Toronto Island community

Algonquin Island viewed in panorama from across the lagoon on Ward’s Island, c.1940s, with the connecting bridge at the far left. Sailboats from the Queen City Yacht Club are tied to shore and behind are houses of the young community.

In 1937, homes from Hanlan’s Point were displaced by the new airport. 
About 30 cottages were moved by barge to the new sites on Algonquin.

Algonquin Island was originally a sandbar, known as Sunfish 

Island. In 1938, a new airport (now Billy Bishop) was built at 

Hanlan’s Point. To accommodate houses on the airport site that 

were expropriated, sand was pumped from the bay to build up 

the sandbar. The homes were floated down to the new island, 

renamed Algonquin, and placed around its perimeter. Because 

of a housing shortage after WWII, the city government divided 

the land into lots. Returning veterans leased them and built 

homes on interior streets. The community on Algonquin Island 

did not start out as a tenting community as on Ward’s Island, so 

properties are larger, with both front and back yards.
One of the houses relocated from Hanlan’s Point. Since its settlement 
beginning in the 1930s, Algonquin has always been a year-round community.
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513 Church Street 

(416) 922-9971 
www.ladybugflorist.com 

 

The Waiting Shed

Presented by the Toronto Island community

In 2016 a group of volunteer residents formed the Ward’s Dock Renewal 

Initiative to improve the Ward’s Island dock area for school children, 

workers, Islanders, and visitors enjoying a trip to Toronto Island. One 

undertaking was the restoration of the Waiting Shed which has provided 

shelter while waiting for the ferry at Ward’s Island for over 100 years. 

In 2017 the city government responsible for parks and heritage, along 

with Island residents, began restoring and modernizing the aging 

building. Windows and doors have been replaced and the entrance 

made more accessible. The shed was relocated to improve access to 

the dock and views of the skyline. 

There was always some 
activity around the Waiting 
Shed and the wooden dock 
at Ward’s Island in the 1950s. 
The Ward’s Hotel, built in 
1882, can be seen in the 
background. It was torn 
down in 1966. 

Above: The Waiting Shed was built at the 
Ward’s Island dock in 1916. Among its charming 
features that have survived are the hipped 
bell-cast roof, multiple-pane windows and 
rooftop finials. 

Right: Over its 100 years, the shelter was 
modified in various ways. Prior to the 
restoration, a mural was painted on the 
interior walls by a local artist, and two old 
pianos were donated to the space for the 
enjoyment of those waiting for the boat.

City of Toronto Archives

City of Toronto Archives
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Mike Smith has been a member of QCYC for 60 years. He 
joined QCYC in 1959 and is one of the longest-active 
members in the Club at age 86. His tenacity at boat 
building and lengthy sailing experience made me think 
of Hemingway’s Old Man and the Sea during my 
interview with him. 

As with many of us, he became interested in sailing in 
a very roundabout way. His family came to Canada in 
1949 when he was 16 and went to a farm as his father 
was a farm labourer. Farming was not what a 16-year-
old was looking for and he left for Toronto. He became 
interested in bike racing and joined a club that went to 
the Toronto Islands every spring. In 1956 he and a 
fellow racer ended up on the main drag of Centre Island 

(before it was developed) and went into the local  
hotel on Manitou Road (now Avenue of the Islands) to 
have a drink. 

When he came out there were two ladies looking at 
their bikes (custom-made racing bikes). The ladies had 
just immigrated from England and one of them, 
Maureen Dean, he asked for a date. She was living in a 
hostel for female immigrants called Fudger House on 
Sherbourne Street. Born in 1933, Mike was 23 and she 
was the same age. He noted that she was the first girl 
he dated. They married in February 1957. Her best 
friend in Fudger House was Fay Warren, who was 
engaged to a South African, Ron Grey. He had sailed 
from South Africa and the boat that he had sailed came 

Profile: 
Mike Smith
By Richard Slee
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into QCYC. He joined the Club and had a boat called 
Scarlet Pimpernel. Ron, Fay, Maureen and Michael sailed 
the boat until Ron and Fay moved to the West Coast. 
After that Maureen and Michael crewed on Trident, a 
37-foot steel boat owned by Kay and John Walker. They 
bought a house on the Island in May of 1958 with Kay 
and John as neighbours. Mike joined QCYC in 1959. 

Mike’s first boat was a 14-foot Nordberg dinghy made 
of mahogany that he bought for $600. At the time 
QCYC had a fleet of these boats in Junior Club. He 
eventually gave the dinghy to Junior Club. Mike got to 
know a boat builder who had just immigrated from 
England and asked him to build him a boat. The result 
was Green Willow, a 24-foot mahogany lapstrake 
sailboat which he brought into the Club in 1962. Green 
Willow did not have an engine. He sailed it down to the 
Thousand Islands and Bay of Quinte every summer with 
his two children, Susan (born in 1963) and Brian 
(1965). Of course, when the wind was good it was 
great sailing, but when calm they just sat there. In 

1972 he sold Green Willow as he was getting the boat 
builder from England to build a new boat designed by 
British marine architect, Allan Buchannan. It was a new 
design. The builder built the ribs and ballast keel. The 
boat was never named and was 31 feet, with a 9-foot 

beam, and had a 4' 6" draft. The bare hull was shipped 
from the west coast on a railway flatcar. The boat sat 
in the yard under construction until 2013 when it was 
moved to Mike’s home on Ward's Island.  

Shortly after 1972, while working on his 31-footer, he 
acquired a Roads 19 called Merit. It had been 
abandoned in the Algonquin Island lagoon. He got it 
for nothing when he contacted the owner. He still 
cruised up to the Thousand Islands each summer, 
squeezing four people into the 19-foot boat. He also 
built a wooden Optimist dinghy for his children in the 
1960s. It was named the Suzy Q after his daughter 
Susan. His last boat purchase occurred a few years ago 
when he obtained Verbina, an Alberg 29, from Andy 
Lithgow.  

Mike reminisced that when he joined the Club in 1959 
it was a very different place. All the boats were 
wooden. Al Drury was Commodore at this time. Al raced 
one of the four boats of the Tumlaren fleet. Mike 
remembers there was no interlocking sheet steel piling 

along the edge of the lagoon. Boats from the Dinghy 
Shed and the Junior Club were launched off the 
“beach.” When the steel seawall was built in 1960 
along the edge of the lagoon, the genius Yard 
Chairman, Frank Madrick, who was a great welder, 
built all the steel docks which attached to the wall, 
and a new mast crane which was used up until the 
present replacement in 2014. Lockers were under the 
clubhouse and there was no diningroom extension. 
There was also no manager. Talk about self-help!  

Mike, when asked about changes at the Club he had 
seen over the years, responded: the fire department 
had an old wooden fire boat that moored in front of 
the old fire station (now the Island Canoe Club). 
There were no Club moorings on Ward's or in front of 

the fire hall. When sheet piling was installed in 1960 a 
railway slip and the crash slip were established. Lockers 
were in the clubhouse and “Annex.” The diningroom 
extension did not exist until 1964. The architect was a 
Club member with a dragon-class boat. In 1973 he 



remembers a big flood at the Club. The foundation of 
the Club was very poor at the time and the flood made 
it worse. They had to repair the foundation, so they 
sold debentures to finance it, including one that 
Michael bought for $500. 

In those days the haul-out winch was halfway down the 
yard from the present winch (where the concrete pad is 
between the rails near the rear of the dinghy shed), 
and the railway had not been rebuilt with a new car 
and winch. The winch was a truck or car chassis with 
its engine driving the attached winch drums. During 
Bob Norton's Yard Chairmanship (1954-56 and 1963-
75), the winch and its engine and chassis came off its 
mountings.  

Mike remembers that during his tenure as Yard 
Chairman there was a mixture of wooden, steel, and 
fibreglass boats and he discovered additional problems 
with the winch and the railway. The underwater part of 
the railway was shorter and steeper than the present 

rebuilt railway which extends further into the water 
with a gentler slope. Boats were getting bigger—like 
the Alberg 37 and the Hughes 38. There were at least 
seven Alberg 30's. What stays in his memory the most 
was a large, very heavy, ferro-cement boat. The winch 
at that time really needed two people to operate, one 
to drive and one to use a pry bar to keep the winch 
cable on the drum. When hauling the cement boat, 
Mike was by himself at the winch. Halfway up the steep 
slope of the railway the cable came off the drum. He 
did not have a helper to prevent it. The sudden stop 
made the boat lean over, tear the side off the cradle, 
and end up lying on its side. The railway was blocked 
until a floating crane came in to lift the boat out of 
there. The later rebuilding of the railway with a new car 
and winch in 1979 made the bigger, safer yard we have 
today. 

When asked what activities he had participated in, he 
was quick to add that since the 1990s he has served on 
the Race Committee and continues to do so. He has no 
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plans to quit anytime soon. He remembers the Race 
Committee was headed by John Moorhouse who asked 
him to come on the race boat. John was his oldest 
friend and Mike crewed on John’s C&C 35 when he 
sailed it down to the Caribbean. When Graham Dougall 
became Rear Commodore in 1995 he inherited Mike. 
Mike remembers that until Graham, the Rear 
Commodores had not headed the Race Committee. 
Elspeth Fanjoy joined and that made three people on 
race committee. 
She did the 
recording and 
results, and Mike 
on Robbins did 
anchoring with 
no winch and 
lots of exercise, 
flags, sound 
signals, laying 
the marks and 
picking them up. 
Graham drove the 
boat. 

When asked 
about his work 
background he remembers getting a job on a railway 
welding gang in the first years when he came to 
Canada during the summers. It paid well and went 
towards supporting his family. Rather than stay at the 
farm in Nottawasaga he came to Toronto in 1949 with 
$20 in his pocket and a train ticket. In Toronto Mike 
worked for Simpsons and then with W. J. Gage as a mail 
clerk. He recalls that from his high school days in 
England, he was mad about steam-driven motors, 
tractors, locomotives, anything steam. It was natural 
for him to go for an interview in Union Station with 
Canadian National Railways (CN) who hired him to 
rebuild pole lines nationwide. At the time, they were 
still operating steam locomotives. He ended up working 
for the Ontario District which stretched to Armstrong 
Ontario and then worked for CN Telegraph as a commu-
nications linesman cable splicer until he left CN in 

1995. He had 43 years of service with them. 

I asked him what hobbies he had. Mike responded that 
he was very interested in woodworking, including 
cabinet making, boat building, and house building. 
When he first started woodworking, he needed special 
tools. This created an interest in antique tools, and he 
started to collect them. He ended up with a large 
collection along with tools that he regularly used for 
woodworking. The collectables have increased in value 

and he has sold 
some of them.  

When asked 
about his family 
background, he 
stated that he 
was born and 
grew up in the 
village of 
Prestwood in 
Buckinghamshire, 
England. When 
aged 10 or 11 
during WW II, he 
and his family 
moved to the 

south coast, to a farm near Lymington where ferries 
travel to the Isle of Wight. In 1949 they left on the 
Aquitania for Canada. His daughter Susan lives in 
Georgetown and works for Halton Board of Education. 
His son Brian works as an IT Manager for the computer 
software company Amdocs in Toronto. His children 
haven’t done any sailing in a few years. He bought 
Verbina in hopes of getting his family back to sailing 
but he was forced to scrap the boat. 

So, what is Mike’s evaluation of the Club today? He 
sees an increasing number of large boats and more 
members which has made the Club more financially 
viable. The Club is better managed. He remembers a 
time when the Club did not have very good managers. 
He sees more longterm members with a greater 
commitment to the Club. 



With the launch of the sailing season QCYC is pleased 
to welcome our new restaurant team. While the 
restaurant has only been open for a few weeks, it’s 
already bringing a professional and personal atmos-
phere to the restaurant operations. Michael Maddin is 
running the show, taking on the responsibilities of 
Head Chef and General Manager. Michael, a graduate of 
George Brown College, brings over 20 years of 
experience as a Chef and Caterer. He spent some time 
overseas, training in Bergamo, Italy, before coming 
back to Toronto. He is familiar with running a kitchen 
and providing an excellent dining experience within a 
private club setting from his years working with curling 
clubs. Michael still runs the restaurants for both the 

Leaside Curling Club and the East York Curling Club over 
the winter; in coming to QCYC, he’s looking forward to 
having a new restaurant to throw himself into over the 
summer months. For Michael, it’s a great opportunity to 
keep his team working together and he’s looking 
forward to his new summer kitchen at QCYC. In his 
downtime, Michael is an avid curler and golfer. Who 
knows, perhaps he may also learn a bit about sailing 
this year! 

Joining Michael at QCYC is an experienced team that he 
is happy to have with him for the summer. QCYC 
members will also meet Travis, the Food and Beverage 
Manager, who is already a familiar face to many of us. 
Travis will be running the front-of-house operations 

Queen City Welcomes 
our New Restaurant Team
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By Katherine Baker-Ross
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alongside Michael, so we’ll be seeing a lot of him 
behind the bar or in the restaurant. Also joining the 
team are Mark, Sous Chef, and Vikram, Line Cook. While 
Mark and Vikram will mainly be working behind the 
scenes in the kitchen, please say hello when they do 
manage to pop out once in a while. 

Michael believes that great service and listening to 
customers are keys to making a great restaurant 
experience, along with great food and drinks of course. 
He’s proud of being very customer oriented and, while 
he’s only a few weeks in, appreciates the warm 
welcome and feedback he’s received from our members. 
He’s started with a basic menu to get warmed up for 
the season and there are plans to extend the offerings 
and specials as the season gets busier and he gets a 
chance to know more about what’s popular at Queen 
City. He plans to offer fresh choices and standard 
favourites that members will be able to count on and 
enjoy. Yes, Race Night Buffet will be back, and Michael 

is busy making plans for some awesome buffet options 
to satisfy the hungry post-race crowd. He’s excited to 
fire up the smoker out on the Rapids Queen to offer 
some smoked options which you’ll be able to smell long 
before dinner (depending of the direction of the wind 
of course). He’s also working on some Promo Nights 
which will offer something different, a Prime Rib night 
as an example. There is also the opportunity to try out 
one of the event nights that the team is planning, like 
a wine-pairing night, with best wines under $20—or 
perhaps a sparkling-wine tasting. Michael and his team 
also do catering for events and he can provide some 
sample catering menus upon request. There’s much 
more to come over the season but to start, if you 
haven’t been by for a bite at the restaurant yet, come 
in and say hello to Michael and his team. They are 
looking forward to serving you an excellent meal at 
QCYC this season! 
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I have helped launch and retrieve other people’s boats 
for ten years plus. One of those magical times in which 
to get to know other members, and to get yelled at for 
often being in the wrong place when pulling and 
pushing. (Sorry!) I always admired Steve Hills with his 
solid, unflappable, pipe-smoking directions on launch 
days. But I never needed a cradle myself until last year 
when Uli, of Toronto Marine Maintainance, was denied 
further use of the waste land off Cherry Street by the 
city. Where, fueled by alcohol and irascibility, he did a 
very skilled job of crane driving and fitting boats in so 
tightly that he could offer reasonable rates for storage. 
He said the bureaucrats would not offer him a suitable 
alternative. All part of city planning it was said. 
Toronto “city planning” is an oxymoron, as far as I can 
see, as in “definite maybe.” And why did you not vote 
for Jennifer Keesmat for mayor? But I digress. Oh, and 
can anybody tell me where Uli is? He owes me a 
purpose-built marine cradle, a new fibreglass orange 

stepladder, and a unpickable lock and chain. Unpickable 
lock? There goes another alternative truth. 

So I had to look for a cradle at the Club. I do not 
understand cradles. They are huge lumps of wood (or 
sometimes old iron) held together with metal 
fastenings that appear to have come from the age 
when they still built steam locomotives. But I did look 
at the available ones, when I could find them, lying 
around the yard. One was from a boat with the name 
Bristol Rover. Now, Bristol was my university city, built 
on the proceeds of tobacco and slavery from the 
transatlantic trade. This necessitated multiple 
windjammers that needed to kept in good condition, 
hence the term “all shipshape and Bristol fashion.” It 
was also the home of Isambard Kingdom Brunel, who 
designed the biggest ship of its time, called The Great 
Eastern, built of similar metals to steam locomo-
tives—see previous comments. Much like the cradles it 
did not float very well, and bankrupted him. Well, he 
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From Cradle 
to Grave
By John Fursdon

Too Loose
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did not have a government contract to build a 
destroyer. I love Bristol, even though it had The Sound 
of Music playing every day during my five-year sojourn. 
But it had two awful soccer clubs, Bristol Rovers and 

Bristol City. Cockney 
rhyming slang also contains 
the phrase Bristol Cities .... 
But I digress, again.  

The Bristol Rovers cradle was 
like the football team, 
probably too far gone for 
rehabilitation. So over 
morning coffee and donuts I 
learnt of a cradle with 
“Ginger” etched on the 
upright. I was told that it 
was built long ago, by an 
exacting (obsessional?) Club 
member who had soaked the 
wood in creosote—a toxic 

material now banned—and that it was “likely to last a 
few years more.” But it had to be modified, made 
narrower forward and wider aft for my boat. Yes, I know 
most boats are like that now, but so is mine, designed 
in 1986 by two famous French designers. (So I have a 
French-designed boat, built by a German, in Quebec. 
Well, this is Canada.)  

And so begins the saga. The boat was in the water, so 
all the measurements had to be taken from the plan. I 
have an architect’s ruler, with which I reduced feet to 
centimetres, or was it feet to inches? Had to disas-
semble a bit of the cradle. Which was made of 10 x 10s 
weighing more than a commando’s backpack. Anti-rust 
solution, and large wrenches. And a drill bit that wore 
out. I had a replacement but it needed an Allen key to 
put it in the connecting bit for the power drill. I have 
three sets of Allen keys, all of which miss the particular 
size I need on any particular day. Or it's metric, or  
15.5 / 64. How big is that? How many angels can 
dance on the head of a pin? Plus I needed to know the 
height of maximum boat width to keel. And how much 

keel had been eaten away by rust anyway? (Oh, and I 
did think of dong an Australia 2 and adding secret keel 
wings, in order to beat the opposition, all of whom 
have state-of-the-art genoas costing more than my 
whole freakin boat. But I can’t weld.) 

But to get back to the cradle, and its grave problems. 
So if you have an upright plank, and you want to angle 
it laterally to be x inches wider at a height of 7 feet, 
what is the included angle? Trigonometry isn’t it? Well 
yes, but do I remember trigonometry? No. So did I drill 
the new hole in the aforesaid 10 x 10 in the right 
place? No. Repeat, again. By which time I was fueled 
by alcohol and irascibility. I understand Uli better now. 
That’s a lie, but a good digression. Rhymes with 
depression. 

So long story short, it was a very long story. Saved 
from being a tragedy by much help from some knowl-
edgeable and in one case chainsaw-wielding, Club 
members. Many Club members (remind me I owe you a 
beer). Mine was the absolute last boat hauled, after 
two attempts when we disappeared back into the 
lagoon to unflattering comments by the retrieving crew. 
From whom I received further advice about the balance 
point of the keel, or something. 

Anyway, we got hauled, and I am sure the cradle is a 
good use of old growth timber soaked in illegal preser-
vative. Isn’t it! Isn’t it . . . . . ?    

Too Tight

Just Right
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Commodore 
Genia Vanderkruk  commodore@qcyc.ca

We were hoping for the best while 
preparing for the worst. Those 
preparations have not gone to 
waste, as the water in Lake Ontario 
continues to rise and we find 

ourselves dealing with flooding once again. 
Sandbagging and pumping have helped us keep the 
grounds and clubhouse relatively dry. The pump brigade 
has been reinstated, with members stepping up to 
check on the pumps throughout the day and night. We 
cannot leave the defense of our Club to only this small 
group of members, so all of us are asked to contribute 
time as we can—filling sandbags, helping adjust 

mooring and dock lines, picking up and delivering 
supplies, setting up walkways—this all helps. As Jacqui 
noted two years ago, this is a marathon not a sprint, 
and we don’t want to burn out our volunteers by 
relying too much on a small group of people.  

The good news is that we’ve been able to maintain 
normal operations so far. We had a very successful 
Sailpast, Wednesday night racing has begun, and there 
was a good turnout at the Spring Meeting. We have 
several great events planned during the season. We’ll 
adjust our plans depending on circumstances, but if 
there’s anything we learned in 2017, it’s that we want 
to enjoy our Club, even if we have to wear rubber boots 
to get around. Keep an eye on the High Water Update 
page on the Members Only section of our website for 
periodic updates on the water situation.  

Your Board has been hard at work since January making 
plans for the season and getting projects underway. 
Even with high water, the business of the Club 
continues, and as a self-help club, there are lots of 
opportunities to get involved. Without an Enter-
tainment Chair this year, several events will need 
champions if they are to go on. Maybe you’re inter-
ested in learning how the sound system in the Great 
Hall works, or want to design a tee shirt for regalia this 
season. As a recent retiree, I’ve had the opportunity to 
spend more time at the Club, particularly on weekdays, 
and I’ve been amazed how much stuff goes on quietly 
behind the scenes, by groups of members who get 
together to work on projects important to them.   

As I like to remind members when preparing for the 
Boat Show each January, Queen City Yacht Club doesn’t 
sell parking spots for boats—we sell club memberships. 
This is your Club. Some days will be clear skies, flat 
seas, and fair winds, and sometimes, we’ll need all 
hands on deck.     



A little wa
going to stop



ater is not  
op the QCYC!



Management and staffing are all in 
place and the Club is running in a 
routine and effective manner 
despite the challenges of high 
water. We have had a few related 

issues such as the shutdown of the Snug washroom and 
fault occurrences with the security system which 
appear to be related to the high water. Provisions are 
now being made to relocate the office functions to the 
upper floor if needed—this may conflict with events 
but it is essential to keep the Club in operation if the 
ground floor floods. A great thanks to those who are 
working to keep water out of the clubhouse and 
grounds, including Genia who is leading the charge, 
and so many more—I can name them but will 
inevitably miss many who are also contributing to the 
best of their abilities. 

Permanent berms will result from some of the sandbag 
installations. Modifications to the seawalls are being 
looked at for both temporary and long-term flood 
prevention. A significant amount has been spent on 
several new pumps and hoses. Inspections of the 
clubhouse post flood will be done with a potential view 
to possibly raising the clubhouse and what would need 
to be put into place to make such a change, including 
meeting current building code requirements. 

Upgrading of our storage area for propane storage has 
not yet progressed and the area has been damaged by 
flooding. An immediate task after the waters subside will 
be to reconstruct this area, including proper storage 
racks for propane and fuel as well as for discarded and 
waste items. We are investigating options. 

We will be posting liability disclaimers at various 
locations such as the mast crane and on cradle 
inspection forms to reinforce that each member uses 
equipment at their own risk. Encouragement for help 
from experienced members will also be accented. 

Member Contribution Hours are being tracked and we 

now have a member who will be posting the jobs in a 
variety of locations so that members who need hours can 
easily find something to do within their capabilities.  

Tracking of tender ridership is now in place and a 
significant amount of data, to be used to improve 
service, is being compiled. 

We investigated the possibility of garbage collection by 
the city but the costs will exceed our own costs for 
transporting it to the Island collection location.  

Reconstruction of the bridge to Algonquin Island will 
take place this coming winter season. A couple of boats 
will require relocation for a short time to enable 
relocation of the hydro wires. Notices will be forth-
coming if any other dislocations are expected. 

We will be hosting a tall ship, the Picton Castle, in late 
June. Please welcome any crew members who may visit 
the Club at that time.  

We will have to look at temporary restrictions on 
visitors due to potential safety issues, particularly 
visitors using med moorings and getting off and on 
their boats. 

Chili Challenge and Sailpast are now behind us. I have 
been working with a group of members, in the absence 
of an Entertainment Chair, to ensure the bands are in 
place, sound systems are up and running (and put away 
at the end of each event), coffee is in the lobby, and 
other support activities, including regalia sales, are in 
operation. Once again, thanks to the several members 
who have got this up and running and a special thanks 
to those who have taken charge of the various events—
I will identify them in the Quick Clipper. 

Lots on our plate. But lots to enjoy as well. The first 
race nights have happened, the first events have 
occurred. More events will happen even if we have to 
make adjustments to accommodate the high water. 
Please come out to assist and work with your clubmates 
to make this an enjoyable yet “interesting” year. 
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Vice Commodore 
Chris Borgal  vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
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Grounds 
Joanna Kidd  grounds@qcyc.ca

All Hands on Deck! 

Club members have been hard at 
work protecting the clubhouse and 
grounds from high water. (At  

the time of writing, we are approaching the levels seen 
in 2017.) In early April, the Board began to get ready 
for action, and sandbagging started on May 3rd to 
address some of our most vulnerable areas (such as the 
Marine Railway).  

We developed strategies for tackling the high water. 
These included: 

• be proactive and anticipatory; 

• sandbag tactically (sandbag the perimeter and 
vulnerable perimeter areas first and then 
sandbag the inner ring to protect the 
clubhouse); 

• use sumps to pump in many places throughout 
the grounds; 

• build in redundancy (e.g., use both electric and 
gas pumps and have extra pumps on hand); and 

• re-incorporate the Pump Brigade to monitor and 
respond to changing water levels. 

We have many tools including: 

• strong leadership from the Commodore and 
Board; 

• the extensive knowledge gained in 2017; 

• better information on levels, rates of rise, and 
circulation patterns; 

• the purchase of additional pumps (we now own 
14 pumps and counting); 

• the ingenuity of in-house “engineers”; 

• an enthusiastic Pump Brigade to monitor 24/7, 
check water levels and pumps; 

• the ability to monitor water levels under the 
clubhouse remotely; and 

• the hard work of members who have contributed 
hundreds of hours to fill and place sandbags, install 
catwalks, help with sealing holes in the seawall and 
provide food and drink (thanks Gail!). 

As a result of our planning and actions, we are in much 
better shape than 2017. Thank you to all who have 
helped and will continue to help the Club survive the 
high water of 2019. Together we are resilient and 
strong! Let’s go sailing. 

 

MAKE 2019 YOUR BEST SEASON YET!

LEARN ABOUT 
RULES, TACTICS 

AND STRATEGY 
AND HOW TO 

MANAGE PROTESTS

PRACTICE RACING 
FUNDAMENTALS ON 
THE WATER WITH 
YOUR OWN BOAT & 
CREW

4 WATER SESSIONS: JUNE 7, JULY 5, 
AUGUST 9, 
AUGUST 23

2 LAND SESSIONS:    JUNE 21, JULY 26 
5:35 PM – 8:55 PM

$180 + HST
FULL PROGRAM INCLUDING T-SHIRT, 

BOOK AND REGISTRATION IN QCYC OPEN 
AND WSR

(EXTRA SHIRTS AVAILABLE ON REGISTRATION)

$50 + HST
LAND SESSIONS ONLY
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Membership 
Sandy Mandel  membership@qcyc.ca

I am pleased to present our 
newest members. More “Young 
Blood with Small Boats” to keep us 
fresh. 

Mark Brown - Senior 
I first got into dinghy racing growing up at the sailing 
Mecca of the Glenmore Reservoir in Calgary, Alberta. I 
then moved to Victoria where I 
practiced with the university 
team and became much more 
interested in sailing keelboats 
through spending time with 
both inspiring legends and 
overboard-falling degenerates. 
My now-wife, Yasaman, and I 
moved to Ghana for three years 
where I worked in agricultural 
finance, then to the UK for 
one—which was a hiatus from sailing for me. We 
moved to Toronto in 2017, where I now structure social 
finance deals for governments and international organi-
zations. Last year, I began sailing with John Fursdon 
aboard Gauloise on Wednesday nights and I am hoping 
to try some longer-haul races in the near future. 

Pablo Vallejo & 
Danielle Mason - 
Senior 
Pablo was born and 
raised in Mexico City. 
He decided to move to 
the Great White North 
in 2013 to pursue 
Graduate Studies at the 
University of Toronto. 
After graduation, he 

decided to stick around and met his now fiancée 
Danielle (Associate member), joined one of the five 
banks for a brief year and then made the move to work 
at a large asset manager. In his spare time, Pablo 
enjoys running and squash, travelling to new places, 
and a good suspense novel. He is keen to improve his 
basic sailing skills and eventually be able to race.  
As one would expect, Pablo is an avid tequila and 
mezcal drinker and collector. Pablo is the new owner  
of Victor-i-us, a Mirage 25. 

Lily Contento - 
Associate 
Three years ago, I took a 
sailing course in Naples, 
Italy, and fell in love. That’s 
when my relationship with 
boats and water and wind 
grew exponentially. Now I 
crew on Wednesday nights. 
The objective is to 
eventually feel confident enough to sail on my own. 

No, I don’t have a boat . . . yet!!!  

What do I love about sailing? It’s that intrinsic 
relationship with nature—being at one with the 
elements while trying to control them, generally failing 
miserably and only sometimes succeeding. It’s the 
perseverance needed to succeed. It’s the sheer pleasure 
of being lulled by the water and the wind. 

And what better place to enjoy all this than QCYC? A 
lovely spot with friendly people, I hear. See you soon. 

P.S. "A ship is always safe at the shore—but that is 
not what it is built for."—Albert Einstein 

Continued on next page
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Mark Wilson - Associate 
Mark was born and raised in Markham, 

then moved down to Toronto after gradu-

ating from Queen's University, and now 

has an apartment in the Annex. He first 

learned to sail while attending summer 

camp as a kid, has been on and off his 

uncles’ and cousins’ boats since then, and 

is really excited to get his feet wet at 

QCYC! Mark works for an energy-efficiency 

consulting firm and spends his free time 

playing hockey, golfing, refereeing 

hockey, lifting pints, hiking, cheering on 

the Toronto Maple Leafs, and camping. 

Mark will be joining Bismarck this season 

and is looking forward to learning more 

about sailing with the goal of one day 

buying his own boat. 

I'd like to thank all the members 
for the dedication and hard work 
they have provided during the 
“Flood to End all Floods.” (“The 

Great Flood” was already taken.) The amount of work 
accomplished over recent weeks is astonishing, and 
very much appreciated. Special thanks to Genia, our 
fearless leader and lead sandbagger, for all her hard 

work and leadership. 

On the Fleet side of 
things, the crew is 
working hard, the 
boats are being 
maintained, the hourly 
service is popular and 
we're planning for the 
future!  

Fleet 
Andy Oakes fleet@qcyc.ca

Fleet Chair Andy Oakes shown here  
exploring underwater tender options to  
avoid harbour traffic.

Continued from last page
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Preparation of last month’s Clipper 
came with some rather unusual 
challenges. Heather, Glen and I 
were on three different continents 

in various time zones with a four-day deadline over 
Easter weekend to get the issue ready for printing 
before Glen began his long trip home. This experience 
turned out to be an exemplary exercise in teamwork, a 
culture which is also evident throughout the Club. 
People working with each other to achieve a goal. It is 
this kind of boundless collaboration which not only 
reinforces the Club spirit but holds our membership 
together. Working towards a common goal—whatever 
the occasion. Since the publication of our last issue, 
similar teamwork can be witnessed as the Ward's Island 
community and QCYC work together to fend off the 

incoming high water, to preserve homes and our 
beloved clubhouse. This teamwork is captured in the 
dozens of photos that members have been kind enough 
to share.  

Thank you to all our members for taking the time to 
submit your stories and photos. This is your magazine 
and couldn’t be created without your input. I apologize 
if I have not personally thanked each of you for the 
contributions. Many of your images will be included in 
Clipper issues and will eventually be posted to the 
Photo Gallery on the website. A number of submissions 
will also be considered for the Photo of the Year Award 
in October. 

Please continue to support our advertisers and sponsors 
who have generously participated once again in this 
issue. 

The Job Jar has been updated by Board Members and is 
posted on the website. If you have the time and 
expertise to spare, please reach out to the portfolio 
owner as this is a great way to get your work hours. 
“Many hands make light work.”  

Naturally, your feedback and comments are always 
welcome and any expressions of gratitude you wish to 
convey to the Communications team are certainly 
appreciated. These volunteers provide their time and 
expertise in order to keep the website up and running 
and ensure that information is communicated to the 
membership in a timely manner.  
Arleigh Crawford: Webmaster;  
Heather Jackson: Clipper Copyeditor;  
Glen Newbury: Clipper Layout;  
Don Hinchley: event photographer;  
Victor Granic: Monday Quick Clipper;  
Jim Neundorf: Thursday Quick Clipper;  
Keith Nunn: Twitter updates;  
Lesley Heathcote: Facebook updates. 

 

  

 

Communications 
Linda Mote  communications@qcyc.ca

Two different stores, two convenient locations

For All Your Performance Sailing Needs

For All Your Keelboat Needs

901 Oxford Street | Toronto
ph  416 251 0384 or
t f    1 800 342 3644
www.foghmarine.com

1 Port St. East | Mississauga
ph 905 278 7005 or
t f  1  800 263 1506
www.foghboatsupplies.com
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Ticks on Algonquin 
Early in May, Toronto Public 
Health reminded us that black-
legged ticks (Ixodes Scapularis), 
some of which carry B. Borgdorfori 
(the spirochete that carries Lyme Disease), are 
hanging around on Algonquin Island.  

The ticks can’t jump or fly. They wait for you 
on the tips of grasses and bushes, attach 
themselves to you as you pass, then creep around 
looking for a secluded place to settle. 

Where do they like to go? 

Sorry to bug you . . . 
again?
By Peter Ashby

What do they look like? 
They can be quite tiny (2mm) but enlarge as they get 
older and swell up as they suck your blood. 

 IN AND AROUND
THE EARS

INSIDE THE
BELLY BUTTON

BETWEEN 
THE LEGS

BEHIND 
THE KNEES

AROUND
THE WAIST

UNDER
THE ARMS

IN AND AROUND
THE HAIR
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How to avoid tick bites 
• Wear long pants and long sleeves. 

• Light-coloured clothing may make ticks easier to 
spot. 

• Apply insect repellent containing DEET or icaridin 
and follow the manufacturer’s instructions. 

• After spending time outdoors in wooded or bushy 
areas, shower to remove ticks before they become 
attached. 

• Carefully check your full body and head for attached 
ticks. 

• If you find a tick on your body, remove it as soon as 
possible. 

• Remember to also check your children and pets for 
ticks. 

How to remove a tick 

If you find an attached tick, grasp it with tweezers as 
near the skin as possible and remove it by pulling 
slowly upwards. Don’t leave the biting parts in. Wash 
the area with rubbing alcohol or soap and water. Flush 
the tick down the toilet. 

Was it a blacklegged tick? 
You can send it to Public Health in a plastic bag with 
this form:  
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-
/media/documents/lab/surveillance-tick-identifi-
cation.pdf?la=en 

 

Will you get Lyme disease? 
Was it attached?               
No = No risk of Lyme Disease 

Was it attached < 24 hours?     
Yes = No risk of Lyme Disease 

Was it attached > 24 hours      
Yes = Low risk of Lyme Disease 

Was it removed <72 hours ago?  
Yes = At risk but take Doxycycline 200mg 

How would you know if you did get 
Lyme Disease? 
3-30 days later you might get a rash at the site of the 
bite (typically target-like) and feel as though you had a 
viral-like illness. See your doctor. 

The material used in this summary was culled from the 
public websites of the Toronto Public Health and US 
Center for Disease Control. Please check their websites 
for details. 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-
wellness-care/health-programs-advice/lyme-
disease/blacklegged-tick-surveillance-results/ 

https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/removal/index.html 
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The Women Skippers Race is a premiere QCYC event 
where women show off their skills on the race course. 
In addition to the race, it is also an opportunity for 
sailors to connect and to improve their overall sailing 
skills. Whether you want to get more comfortable on 
the helm or you want to add to your ever-growing 
collection of flags, this event is for you.  

Following the race on event day, there will be a party 
on the lawn with music and dinner where we will give 
out the awards. The event this year is being graciously 
sponsored by Flagship Software. This sponsorship 
allows us to put even more resources into making it a 
great event for our members. We will have a beer 

garden and cocktails for all of our WSR participants! 

Even though this event has been going on very 
successfully in one form or another for decades here at 
QCYC, there are still some misconceptions about it that 
might deter some people from coming out. I’d like to 
take the opportunity to bust some of those myths. 

MYTH #1 
You should only participate if you are a racer.  
This event is for everyone! Even if your goal isn’t to 
helm your own boat at the next regatta, this event is a 
great opportunity to improve your sailing skills. The 
pre-race resources we are organizing in addition to the 

Women Skippers Race 
August 10, 2019
By Robin Spurr
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race itself provide great opportunities to learn new 
skills and apply them in a low-pressure race situation. 

This year the WSR is partnering with the QCYC Open to 
give members the chance to acquire new skills and 
practice them throughout the season with the Top Gun 
Program run by Dan Smith and Jess Mace. With four on-
the-water sessions plus two land sessions, it provides a 
priceless 
opportunity 
to learn from 
some of 
QCYC’s best 
racers. 
Signing up for 
Top Gun 
covers your 
registration 
fee for both 
the Open and the WSR.  

You do not have to sign up for the whole program to 
take advantage of Top Gun. There will be a special on-
the-water session in the evening on Friday, August 9, 
which will be open to all WSR registrants. During the 
session, we will go over the start procedure and 
skippers will have the opportunity to practice in a low-
stress environment. Depending on numbers, we will 
have volunteer coaches from the Club on each boat to 
offer guidance tailored to each skipper’s skill level. This 
session will be a great opportunity to learn start 
techniques and boost your confidence at the helm! 

MYTH #2 
The race is high stress and hyper competitive. 
It wouldn’t be a race without some friendly compe-
tition, and there will be prizes for the top spots. 
However, there will also be awards for all kinds of 
achievements: best showing for a new member, best 
showing for a first-time racer in each split, youngest 
skipper, all-female crews, and even the “it can only go 
up from here” award. 

MYTH #3 
You need your own boat. 
There are lots of boats in the Club and members who 
would be pleased to give a skipper a chance to helm in 
the race. Also, you don’t have to be a skipper in order 
to participate. The event is an opportunity for women 
to show off their skills at every position on the boat. If 
you are looking for a boat to helm or to crew, just give 
us a shout! 

MYTH #4 
The race goes all day with multiple starts. 
The event is only one race so each boat only needs to 
start once. It starts in the harbour, and then continues 
out the eastern gap to a mark around the Island and 
ends back in the harbour. 

MYTH #5 
Experienced racers should not participate. 
This event is fun for all participants, regardless of skill 
level. In addition, one of the reasons this event has 
been so important to QCYC for so long is in part 
because of the community it fosters. It is an oppor-
tunity to strengthen connections, which helps to 
inspire participation in the sailing program and transfer 
sailing knowledge within the Club. We encourage 
participants at all skill levels to come out! 

As with all of our sailing program events, the WSR is a 
fun event meant to boost our community of sailors here 
at QCYC. So grab your friends and family and get a 
great crew together—no sailor is too young or too 
old!—and come out to this year’s Women Skippers Race 
at QCYC. 

Registration is $35 and includes one dinner ticket. 
Dinner tickets for crew and guests can be purchased in 
advance in the office. Keep an eye out for more details 
on pricing, etc. in the coming weeks. If you have any 
questions or would like to register, email me at 
chairwsr@qcyc.ca 
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On Water Safety Corner 
The SAR Backbone on Lake Ontario 
(Canadian side anyway)  
By Graham Dougall, Rear Commodore 

At the end of May, I was in Eastern Ontario for several reasons, including visiting the Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centre (JRCC) in Trenton and the Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) Centre 
in Prescott, known as Prescott Coast Guard. See www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/Marine-Communications/Home. 

These two groups provide the backbone of the search and rescue (SAR) on Lake Ontario that you will hopefully 
never have to use. Understanding them, what to do and not do, could help you if you ever have need of them.  

SAR activities include the following 
CCG MCTS Centre 
Prescott 

• Acts as a coast radio station for  
o St. Lawrence west of Montreal  
o Lake Ontario — Canadian waters  
o Lake Erie — Canadian waters eastern end  
o Lake Simcoe and portions of Georgian Bay, with their station in Orillia  
o Lake Winnipeg (Yes, Lake Winnipeg!)  

• Provides Navigation Warning Service for  
o Above areas  
o Parts of the northern Arctic during the winter  

• Has equipment to do Radio Direction Finding (RDF) on western end of Lake Ontario  
• Works very closely with US Coast Guard  

JRCC Trenton • Coordinates and tasks resources doing search activities for air and marine incidents for 
the area described below. The resources include:  

o Canadian Coast Guard  

o Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary units  

o OPP, marine and air units  

o Municipal Police Marine Units  

o Royal Canadian Air Force (RACF) SAR units  

o Any vessel on the water  

o Indigenous groups in applicable areas  

• Communicates with tasked marine resources via CCG MCTS Centres such as Prescott  

• Coordinates air SAR resources over Lake Ontario including US waters of Lake Ontario, 
under agreement with the US  

• Works very closely with US Coast Guard  
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To quote from the government's website: 
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC) Trenton leads and directs all SAR operations in the Trenton 
search and rescue region (SRR), which covers central Canada. The Joint Force Air Component Commander 
(JFACC), based in Winnipeg Manitoba, is responsible for SAR operations in the Trenton SRR.  

The Trenton SRR is an area of more than 10 million square kilometres. This is the bulk of Canada's 
land mass.  
The Trenton SRR also includes:  

• Hudson’s Bay  

• James Bay  

• the Canadian portions of the Great Lakes and the Arctic Ocean  

The Trenton SRR extends from Trenton, Ontario, on the shore of Lake Ontario, east to Québec City 
and west to the Alberta—British Columbia border. From south to north, it extends from the 
Canada—United States border to the North Pole.1  

This means that Trenton manages SAR activities in one of the largest areas in the world for a Rescue Coordination Centre.  

How do I engage SAR resources when I need them?  
 

Method                Mode                Action 

Phone                                         Call JRCC Trenton at toll-free 1-800-267-7270 (Canada, US) 

Cell *                                         *16 to reach Prescott ONLY in Canada  

VHF Radio            Voice                Call Prescott Coast Guard Radio on channel 16  
                                                 Issue a MAYDAY or MAYDAY RELAY call on channel 16  

VHF Radio            DSC                  Hit the red button on the VHF radio only in an emergency  
                                                 (See the article in the last Clipper talking about MMSI and DSC)  

Well, why not just phone the local SAR unit, such as the CCG Auxiliary Unit or Marine Unit? While this might work 
in the Toronto Inner Harbour, it might cause delays elsewhere on the Lake. Many SAR units need to be tasked by 
JRCC Trenton before they respond, so they need to pass the call to JRCC Trenton. Responding to a MAYDAY in their 
area is completely different. Moreover, the MAYDAY will be picked up by Prescott Coast Guard Radio and they will 
swing into their standard response protocol.  

This is the best situation as:  

• Local SAR resources and other vessels in the area know of the situation  

• Prescott Coast Guard Radio knows and invokes the coordinated SAR procedures  

• Prescott Coast Guard Radio can locate your position using RDF, if you’re in western Lake Ontario  

1 Search & Rescue (SAR) in central Canada - www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/ 
  services/operations/military-operations/search-rescue/central-canada.html
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Remember that under the Canada Shipping Act and the traditions of the sea, you must respond to an emergency or 
a MAYDAY in your area as long as doing so does not put you or your vessel in harm’s way.  

This means that if there is a MAYDAY in the Toronto Inner Harbour during a QCYC race, all QCYC racing vessels need 
to respond. To adhere to the laws of sea, the first rule in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) is  

             1.1. Helping Those in Danger 

             A boat or competitor shall give all possible help to any person or vessel in danger.  

Vessel means any vessel, not just another racer.  

Failure to provide help or at least stand by, is subject to a protest. To support this fundamental rule, racers 
rendering assistance or just standing by can be granted redress to address their lost time or position in the race.  

We should all take the time to think of and thank all those individuals who help us on the water with Search and 
Rescue, whether on land, such as JRCC Trenton and Prescot CG Radio, and especially those who respond on the 
water or in the air. Thank you and God bless!  
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Call for Nominations  
for Awards 
By Graham Dougall, Rear Commodore 

In addition to the awards for racing, several awards are presented for outstanding achievement. These include: 
• Parkinson Trophy - Outstanding achievement in open competition (*) 

• Sportsmanship Trophy - Member exhibiting the most sportsmanlike conduct (*) (**) 

• QCYC 16-foot Skiff Cup - Most valuable keelboat crew (*) (**) 

• NYC 16-foot Skiff Cup - Most improved sailor (*) (**) 

• Jack Albertson Trophy - Outstanding service to the Club (*) (**) 

• Bobby Norton Plaque - Community service through yachting (*) (**) 

• Valhalla Trophy - Awarded annually to the yacht with the best cruising log (*) (**) (***) (****) 

• Georgina World Cup - Awarded annually to the yacht which has entered the greatest number of individual ports 
outside a 25 nautical mile radius from the Club (*) (**) (***) (****) 

• QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class - Best Photograph (*) (**) (*****) 

• QCYC Regatta 1905 Special Class - Best Photograph Showing QCYC Spirit (*) (**) (*****) 

 

*         Only awarded to members of the Club 

**        Members of the Board of Directors are not eligible 

***       The yacht involved must be a member of the Club's squadron 

****     A nomination for the cruising trophies must be accompanied by the yacht's logbook along  
        with the Nomination Form 

*****   Best picture awards will be awarded to photographs submitted to the  
        Communications Committee for publication during the season 

 

NOTE:   Nominations for these awards must be submitted on the nomination form to the office  
       Attn.: Awards Committee or by email to awards@qcyc.ca by August 31. Please submit nominations  
       using the form at www.qcyc.ca/social/awards with one form per nomination. 

All trophies must be returned to the office now. 



Sailpast 2019!


