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The lagoon ice is long gone (if there ever really
was any this winter), the boats are floating, and
Sailpast is just around the corner. Welcome to
the first Clipper of the season. We have set the
publication dates for the four issues this year as
follows: May 5th, June 16th, August 11th, and
September 29th. If you would like to contribute
to the Clipper with an article or some of your
best photographs, please email me. In other
communications news (I don’t like to make
promises I can’t keep but . . .), by the time you
read this a shiny new website that has been a
long time coming should finally be rolled out
and I’m sure the process was completely pain-
less. Knock on wood. And thank you for send-
ing me many good photographs of the
harbour view to use on qcyc.ca.
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Why Thou and I (gender neutral) 
Will Never, Ever Win a 
Major Sailboat Race

Did that get your attention? Well, it’s not meant to be
a criticism, just a few observations, for the rest of us.

Split into the boat, and the skipper.

The Boat 
You probably can’t afford a new one. I am told a Star
built to championship standards costs $96,000. And
was told off by a Star sailor for being incredulous. Well,
you can get a good J105 for about that. And a compet-
itive 35 footer for about $500,000. So you would have
to sell your one-bedroom condo in the GTA. And do not
go google-diving for the cost of either—it’s too

depressing.

And new sails. For a state-of-the-art, computer-and-
artificial-intelligence-neural-network-designed genoa
for a 35 footer, probably more than the cost of a used
26-foot boat. And do not take it out when it’s really
windy ‘cos it will age it prematurely.

You cannot be fast around the course with a fridge,
stove, full fuel tank, and multiple cans of beer (drunk or
awaiting drinking). Larry Ellison’s Sayonara, his Sydney-
Hobart race yacht, was black inside. “Bible Black”, carbon
fibre Black. Reason: painting the cabin would have been
extra wt. A well-known Kiwi round-the-world skipper for-
bad his crew to bring a joint of meat on board because it
would add to the weight. His crew hid it inside the mast
or somewhere. It was enjoyed by all, including the
skipper, somewhere deep in the Southern Ocean.

The Different 
League
By John Fursdon



Do you love your boat? Really, really love your boat?
Then ship it across the Atlantic to compete. 
“Honoured to meet you, King Harold.” For those fortu-
nate enough to take time off to see those beautiful 8
Metres sailing out in the lake last summer, many of
those boats had been shipped in. (But Horowitz air
freighted his concert grand when he performed in con-
certs around the world.)

The Skipper, Driver, 
Mainsail Trimmer et al.  
It takes 6000 hours to become expert in mastering a
skill. That is about four years of six-hour days devoted
solely to the task. Remember Paul Elvsrom? The sailor
of the century. It was said that the sea never froze in
his part of Denmark because he was always out sailing.
When Dennis Conner was preparing to win back the
Americas Cup, he had his crew train on the water six
hours a day for two years, in Hawaii. According to him,
“Being successful at sailboat racing is to a large degree
the function of how well the crew works together.
Whether their performance is tested in the routine
tasks such as going in and out of a hundred thousand
tacks and jibes, or they are forced to react to an emer-
gency situation such as a blown out jib, the crew’s
major nemesis is time. Response time is measured in
seconds, and seconds often mean the difference
between winning and losing.” The dues to win are
“hours and hours, even years and years of personal sac-
rifice, pain and suffering.” Er . . . coming over on the
5:30 tender doesn’t cut it.

So maybe you and (especially) I are in “the Land of
Opportunity”—that is, at the tail end of the fleet.
Never mind how we got there—a third-row start, a mis-
erable first beat, the wrong foresail chosen—never
mind how we got into this mess, it’s more than likely
your fault. You did not read and internalise enough
books on sailing. North U Racing Tactics, North U Trim,
Gary Jobson on how to win races, Wallace Ross’s 450-
page Sail Power, or maybe Norman Doidge on how sail-
ing changes your brain. (All these books are still in
print.) 

O.K., maybe you just don’t care enough. Conner again:
“I suspected as we left the dock in Newport that we
were in for the battle of our lives  No: this was not
going to be just a battle, it was going to be all out
war. And what a glorious war it was!” But for me, really
it is not that important. And of course all cruising
sailors agree that it is more important to watch the sun
go down, than the starting flag go down. So it’s: try for
a good start, stay between the laylines, don’t overtrim.
But duck sterns rather than cross bows, and sometimes
it’s “after you, Alan, Bruce, Bill, Doug, Frank,” ‘cos I am
bound to miss the next windshift anyway.

(No animals were hurt in the writing of this article, but
I did quote from Comeback by Conner and Performance
Racing Tactics by Gladstone. And of course I have read
lots of other books on sailing—even the Rule Book.
And Heavy Weather Sailing by Adlard Coles: did I men-
tion that thou and I will never, ever go to the Great
Southern roaring forties, and furious fifties?)
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Recognized by Ontario Sailing
for Distinguished Service
By Jacqui Cook

Graham Dougall 

In January of this year, Glenn Lethbridge, Executive
Director of Ontario Sailing, notified me that Graham
Dougall was going to be awarded the Presidents Trophy
at their Annual General Meeting. It was to be a sur-
prise. I notified the QCYC Board and the Past Com-
modores and a number of us were at the meeting to 
see the look of genuine shock on Graham’s face when it
was announced that he had been selected for the 
Presidents Trophy.

Ontario Sailing’s Presidents Trophy is awarded in recog-
nition of a member of the Ontario Sailing Association
who has made an outstanding contribution to the
development of sailing in Ontario. Past Presidents of
Ontario Sailing decide on the winner.

Graham was recognized for “his unwavering commit-
ment to Sailing at a Club, Provincial and National
level.” We all know that Graham has been responsible
for racing at our Club and has served on the Board as
our Rear Commodore for as long as many of us can
remember. He also works on many other events, 
including the Lake Ontario 300. He works as a Race
Officer Trainer and invests significant time to further
his own professional development by participating in
clinics and workshops.  

As the official announcement stated, “He is the most
even keeled person many of us know. Graham stays out
of the politics of sailing, instead, he does the volunteer
work for the athletes.”

I hope you will all join in congratulating Graham on
being given this prestigious award and thanking him
for all he does for our Club and for making us all proud.
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What You Need to Know, and Do, 
About the Proposed Mega Nightclub 

Portlands
Just over ten years ago, Garry and I invited some
friends to the Club for a sail and a picnic at Ward’s
beach to enjoy a quiet afternoon. Quiet did not happen.
Known then as The Docks, the entertainment complex
was holding an all-day party outdoors. The music was so
loud we could hardly taste our food. Back at the boat
was no better, so we finally gave up and took our guests
to the tender. The volume at the Club was even worse!
We had planned to stay overnight, so we grimly put up
with the noise until they wound up for the day and we
could go to bed. We had no idea that The Docks was
having an all-night rave. Even inside the boat with
everything closed tight, we could not sleep. The bass
notes came through the water and reverberated through
the hull until 4 a.m.

The same thing happened several times that year. How-
ever, after years of complaints by both Island and har-
bourfront residents, in 2006 the Alcohol and Gaming
Commission of Ontario revoked the Docks' liquor licence.
By the summer of 2008, the complex was sold and the
new owners took measures to reduce the disturbances,
including ending all-night parties and soundproofing its
indoor venue.

The site at Polson Pier is now the home of Rebel, a new
concert hall/nightclub with a capacity of 3,230 occu-
pants over 13,240 square feet (1,230 m2) of floor space.
Not content with the size, owners Powerhouse Corp have
applied for an indoor capacity of 7,584 people, with
another 7,971 patrons allowed on patios. Even more sig-
nificant for all waterfront venues is the new owner’s
demand that the hard-won restrictions on the liquor

licence be removed. Without the current limits on
capacity and noise levels, the return of nightmare vol-
umes could ruin members’ enjoyment of QCYC. 

As urban designer Ken Greenberg, who worked on the
portlands plan, states, "It sits right in the middle of a
planned neighbourhood, right on the edge of a river and
parks." Greenberg said, "It's like creating a giant crater
in the middle of an area that would otherwise be a
vital, successful part of the whole redevelopment of the
waterfront."

What can you do? A group of concerned citizens has
formed WATERFRONT FOR ALL, containing members of
almost 20 other organizations whose aim is to monitor
and protect the waterfront. The first step is to check the
website and sign the petition (http://www.waterfront-
forall.ca/petition). Then consider joining as an individ-
ual or donating to help the group with expenses. Finally,
contact your city counsellor with your concerns about
15,000 partiers and loud music. At www.toronto.ca,
click on Mayor and Councillors under the City Govern-
ment menu. 

Why do anything? It’s a fair question that members
might ask, considering that entertainment seems a logi-
cal part of the waterfront. But for those who were
exposed to the overwhelming noise from The Docks, it’s
essential to keep our enjoyment of the Club from being
ruined. The current capacity and restrictions on the
liquor licence should be maintained.

By Rosalind Ross
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Commodore
Jacqui Cook commodore@qcyc.ca

Welcome spring. Our Club is
buzzing again after the quiet of
winter. The members of your Board
of Directors have been hard at

work getting everything ready for the opening of the
Club. Welcome to new Board members Keith Aldridge,
Trevor Brisco, Keith Nunn, Lawrence Reiber, and Nansi
Thomas. New voices and new ideas bring new energy to
our meetings. Along with our returning Board Members,
I think we have a strong team and I look forward to
our work together.

There has been a change in the role of Planning Chair.
Leigh Geraghty reluctantly tendered her resignation. She
and her committee had begun some exciting work on
invigorating the work hours program. The Board has voted
to appoint Paul Lehal to the role until the next AGM. This
appointment is in line with the process outlined in our
Bylaw. Paul has been working as a member of the Plan-
ning Committee and we welcome his enthusiasm.

I encourage all members to contribute their skills, tal-
ents, creativity, and labour to the management, main-
tenance, and building of our Club. It takes all of us
working together to keep our facilities shipshape and
create the racing, sailing, cruising, and entertainment
events we all enjoy. Personally, I have always enjoyed
the self-help element of our Club. Working together at
launch and haulout brings a real sense of teamwork
and accomplishment. Who else can say they physically
pulled and pushed 80+ boats to launch them in three
days? And work parties are often as much of an educa-
tion as work. I learned how to prepare wood furniture
for refinishing from Fred Mayerhofer and how to install
the roof membrane under the decking of the Great Hall
veranda with Neil Garscadden.  

You will learn about the various initiatives and plans for
2017 in the Clipper reports by the Board members. See
which ones you can contribute to. It sounds like we will
have another fun summer. See you all at our Club.

Vice 
Commodore
Genia Vanderkruk           
vicecommodore@qcyc.ca

Welcome back for another 
sailing season. 

While most of our members were enjoying the offseason
on the curling ice or the ski slopes, or in warmer cli-
mates, there was still activity going on here at the Club.

You’ll notice some great changes in the office. Thank
you to Eriks Rugelis for handling the computer equip-
ment; to Eriks, David Hall, and Laura Vanek for
researching and purchasing a new POS system for the
office; and to John Smith, Ed Vanderkruk, and Kim
Wickwire for helping renovate the office.  

We are pleased to welcome Brian Drapeau to look after
maintenance this season. As I write this, Brian and
Laura are in the process of hiring an additional staff
member. Look for an announcement in theQuick Clipper.
Our dockmaster Morgan Baskin-Morgan will be joining us
in May. Please do take the time to introduce yourselves
to our new staff and welcome them to Queen City.

More changes will be found in the restaurant, where we
welcome a new caterer, and thank Catherine and Alan
Saunders for the beautiful new upholstery. Alan and
Catherine purchased the fabric and spent many winter
hours recovering the seats.

The management committee, consisting of me - Vice
Commodore, Jacqui Cook - Commodore, John Heath -
Treasurer, Keith Aldridge - Fleet, Lawrence Reiber –
House, Nansi Thomas – Secretary, and Laura Vanek –
Club Manager, are looking forward to a smooth-running
Club this season. We welcome your suggestions to
improve Club operations, are available to discuss your
concerns, and count on your support to keep our Club
the great place we all enjoy.   
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Another season is upon us and
hopefully we will have fair winds

and following seas. 

Here are some of the key Sailing Program events:

Wednesday, May 10
Participants’ Meeting in the Great Hall @1835 

Wednesday, May 17
First Race

Saturday, May 20
Sail Past

Saturday, June 17 to June 18
Cruise to MCC (Register Online)

Saturday, July 1 to July 2
Cruise to MCC (Register Online)

Saturday, July 29 to July 30
Cruise to ABYC (Register Online)

Saturday, August 12
Women Skippers Race

Saturday, September 9
QCYC REGATTA!

More details will be available on posters at the Club,
and in the Clipper and Quick Clipper. 

That’s right, we have THREE cruises this season, thanks
to the work of the Cruising Committee.

This extensive cruising series and other Sailing Program
events could not have been put together without the
effort of many volunteers. Thank you, everyone!

We can always use more help for:
•Cruise Co-ordinators and Assistant Cruise 

Co-ordinators
•Jury 
•Race Committee – on water and onshore
•Race Committee equipment and vessel maintenance
•Trophy Custodians
•Wednesday night scoring

If you’re interested in helping in any way, please con-
tact me.

Remember, RACERS, the new Rule Book came into effect
on January 1 this year and will be in place until
December 31, 2020, the year of the next Summer
Olympics. While there are only minor changes, you
should obtain your own copy, with Sail Canada Pre-
scriptions, whether in print, online or as an app. The
Nautical Mind on Queen’s Quay has stock.

PHRF-LO racers can find more at:
•www.phrf-lo.org 
•www.phrfracersassociation.com 

The Commodore of ABYC is issuing the challenge to
QCYC again this year. Support the Club by participating
in the ABYC Open Regatta on the weekend of May 27
and our Regatta on September 9. To register go to
www.lorc.org. 

Sail Past coincides with Safe Boating Awareness Week
that starts on Saturday, May 20. For information on the
Week and on boating safety, see www.csbc.ca/en/safe-
boating-awareness-week. 

Appreciate any feedback, comments or suggestions at
rearcommodore@qcyc.ca .

Rear 
Commodore
Graham Douhall          
rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
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Fleet
Keith Aldridge fleet@qcyc.ca

As your new Fleet Captain, I am
pleased to introduce our new Head
Captain, Trevor Turl, whom many of
you have already met on our ten-

der service that began on April 10. Trevor brings a
wealth of experience to our club, with a previous posi-
tion as captain on a 72ft, privately owned long-range
motor vessel, cruising north of the Arctic Circle. His
qualifications include MCA Master 200gt/Chief Mate
3000gt and a host of STCW and RYA certificates. Along
with Trevor are
returning captains
and mates Jacob
Piekarski, Elliot Hill,
Leo Millen, Justin
Vanek, and Zack
Reiber, whom you
will meet again on
our tenders. For
everyone’s enjoyment
and safety, please
follow their guidance
and instructions when travelling between our club and
cityside. 

Winter was not kind to our aging pontoon boat,
recently named the Algonquin Princess. Her frame suf-
fered catastrophic collapse under the weight of ice and
snow this year. She now has a new frame after recovery
by three fleet captains (two past and one present), and
meticulous work by Peter Teilen at HMP. Her carpet did
not fare well and will be replaced by an allgrip surface.
As we continue with further repairs to the enclosure,
we look forward to a fully renewed Algonquin Princess.
In the meantime we are providing alternative tender
service with the Freddy M, our recent replacement for
the now retired Harold Robbins that gave us such stal-
wart service in the past.

Our head captain Trevor has taken the lead in restoring
and sprucing up the Algonquin Queen II. Not to be out-
done by the restoration of the Algonquin Princess a few
slips away, the AQII is being sanded down and
repainted, reglassed where needed, and yes, Inna, she
will be fitted with a new high-temperature flapper gas-
ket on her stack. Broken lenses are being replaced
where needed and her T-mast is being sanded and
restored. Below deck, new fire- retardant soundproofing
is being installed to provide a safer and quieter running
environment. 

Introduced this year is the new Crew Pass for Wednes-
day night races.

Priced at $50 below individual tender tickets, this pass
will allow for faster boarding at busy times. For addi-
tionally quicker boarding, crews are asked to lock up
bicycles cityside where possible.

Plans for the season include the addition of an exter-
nally mounted bike rack for the stern of the AQII. The
planned rack can pivot through 180 degrees so that
cyclists would line up with other passengers and attach
their bikes to the rack prior to boarding as well as
remove their  bikes at clubside. There are several steps
required to add a bike rack, including permission from
Transport Canada. 

Finally, we would like to move to cashless boarding of
the club tenders for those without passes. Our plan is
to have a portable terminal that paying passengers
would tap with a credit or debit card, with a printed
receipt for the return trip. Tickets would remain valid
during the transition. 

We look forward to seeing you on the tender and to a
great sailing season for 2017.

Trevor Turl Fleet Captain



Haulout
2016



Commodore’s Ball 
2017
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Membership
Nick Abrahams membership@qcyc.ca

Membership for 2017 is off to a
flying start. As of writing this arti-
cle we have 17 new Senior Mem-
bers (including their children), 24

new Associate Members, and 2 new Drysail Members.
The lagoon is almost full, but we still have a couple of
slips available for some Tanzer- and Shark-like boats.
Feel free to pass the good word around.

Our booth at the Boat Show continues to attract lots of
traffic and interest in the Club. Thank you to all the
volunteers who helped out; a special thankyou to San-
dra Raitz and Douglas Henderson who organized every-
thing. The Boat Show leads into Ground Hog Day, which
is an opportunity for all potential new members to visit
the Club and see what QCYC has to offer. Everyone had
a great time and lots of applications were signed.
Thank you Halszka, Marcelina, Nikolay, Roxanne, and
Yevgeniya for making the day so successful and doing
such a great job barbecuing and serving. 

The next big day for membership is the Salute to our
new boats and New Members Night on June 10th. Those
of you who attend this event annually know what a
great day and evening it is. I hope all New Members
will be able to attend, as this evening is in honour of
you. Watch for notices in the Quick Clipper. There will
be lots of food and beverages for you to enjoy with
dancing to the amazing North of Seven Band. 

The Quick Clipper is a twice-a-week email that is a great
way to keep up with club news. It always has directors
looking for help on certain projects. This is a great way
to find jobs to get your volunteer hours done. If you
are not receiving the Quick Clipper and want to be,
please email me at membership@qcyc.ca and I will get
you set up.

Have a safe and fantastic summer and I look forward to
seeing you around the Club.

Planning
Paul Lehal planning@qcyc.ca

I love this Club! That thought
passes through my mind each and
every time I set foot onto the ten-
der. I am grateful for what Queen

City is, and what it has given me. And I truly appreci-
ate the opportunity to help support the vision of Queen
City going forward.  

This year you will see a renewed emphasis on one of
the key attributes of our Club, our self-help philosophy.
No doubt we can all appreciate the social, cultural, and
fiscal benefits that come as a result of rolling up our
sleeves and completing tasks ourselves. For example,
after launch, the next mass effort of the season is the
Spring work party. This is an extremely satisfying event
as, very quickly, we all get to see how great our Club
will look in time for Sailpast. However, the work
doesn’t stop there. The business of operating our Club
is year-round and takes a certain amount of planning
and dedication from all our members. Each domain, be
it all the Sailing Programs, House, Yard, Grounds, Moor-
ings, Entertainment, etc., relies on our membership to
volunteer their time at various points throughout the
year. It’s through our collective efforts that we will
accomplish all that we have come to expect from
Queen City.  

For newer members, the biggest hurdle may be figuring
out how to get involved. To that end, we will endeav-
our to match members with their domain of choice, and
facilitate introductions to current standing
committees. And don’t let lack of knowledge be a
deterrent; you will be amazed at how much knowledge
is present within our membership and the skills you
will learn simply by doing. Should you be interested in
learning more about how to get involved, please don’t
hesitate to contact me. 



MAY 2017   QCYC CLIPPER PAGE 13

Treasurer
John Heath treasurer@qcyc.ca

Thankfully, the weather has
started to break and it is some
days warm enough to wax and
paint the bottom. Good to say
hello to friends and members and

catch up on over-the-winter adventures as well.  

Finances were reviewed at the AGM and bills went
out in late February. There were a few bills adjusted
when people realized that work hours had not been
submitted and they were charged for unworked work
hours. Get those hours done and make sure to report
your work hours by filling in the paper slips at the
front hall table and dropping them in the wooden
box there. You may also report your work hours
online through the qcyc.ca web site.

Your bill is in two sections, spring and fall. The
spring bill includes membership fees, minimum
billing (used for specific club events), outstanding
work hours from the previous year, family member-
ships (i.e. tender pass for spouse), and PHRF certifi-
cates (for racing). Fall invoices are for winter
storage, following summer mooring fees, and locker
fees. If you are storing a second vessel, this is also
billed in the fall.

The budget was reviewed and capital items were
approved. The Board is always working to maintain
and improve the Club by way of various capital pro-
jects. The various Board members will be updating
you on which projects are moving forward. The CIBC
Bank has reviewed our Financial Statements as pre-
pared by our auditors, and we have met and
exceeded the bank’s requirements. The building loan
will be paid off in September of 2018.

As always, I encourage all to be thrifty with our util-
ities. Let’s shut off water taps and repair or report to
the office any water leaks. Please minimize packag-
ing brought to the Club, since waste disposal costs
us over $5000. The cost to remove a drum of
assorted cans and bottles of any hazardous waste is
about $500 per drum plus the cost of handling and
shipping to the city.  

Yard
Trevor Brisco yard@qcyc.ca

I joined QCYC in the spring of
2014, and I quickly developed an
appreciation for the considerable
time and dedication that many of

its members would give to the Club. The success of
QCYC and its fun and welcoming culture can truly be
attributed to the time and dedication of its members.
After three years of being a member, I felt I wanted to
contribute more to the self-help spirit of the club. I
have been fortunate enough to have been elected as
Yard Chair of QCYC, starting this year. I would like to
thank you first for your confidence in electing me, and
second, for the opportunity to give back to the Club. 

Kicking off 2017, I am in luck. The yard has been well
organized through years of good planning, continuous
maintenance, and improvements made by previous Yard
Chairs. To maintain an organized yard, it is vital for all
members to ensure the yard stays clean and clear
throughout the sailing season. As I write this, boats are
actively being prepped for Launch, and that means win-
ter covers are being dismantled, bottom-paints applied,
hauls waxed, and other tasks performed to ensure that
our boats are ready for the cruising, racing (and social-
izing) season. Please ensure that all gear, tarps, ladders,
butter-boards, etc. are organized, put away, or safely
stored on cradles after Launch. 

If you are interested in getting involved in Yard activi-
ties, or simply looking to earn work hours, there are
many Yard tasks that will be completed this year. From
helping with cradle inspection and reporting, to plan-
ning and executing Yard upgrades, to simply lending a
helping hand during Launch and/or Haulout, the oppor-
tunities to get involved are plenty. Send me an email at
yard@qcyc.ca if you’re interested, or watch for work
notifications posted in the Quick Clipper. 

Looking forward to a great sailing season! 
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Firstly, a request:  Please promote
our LTS programs! We offer great
programs at competitive prices.
Our costs are largely fixed, 

so each additional person we sign up brings new rev-
enue and potential new members to our club while
helping us stay true to our charter of promoting the
sport of sailing. 

Evan Fitzgerald is returning as Head Instructor. Also
returning are Arry Vasilodimitrakis-Hart who will be
running our CanSail 1-2 program, and Club member 
Derrick McKee who will be responsible for
CanSail 3. Mathew Jennings, who volunteered with us
as an instructor last year, will be joining the team as a
full-time instructor, coaching CanSail 1-2 with Arry. 
In addition to teaching sailing, he is an Elite skier and
ski coach, who has been coaching three days a week
this winter. QCYC’s own Scott Forbes returns as our
highly popular Adult Keelboat instructor.

We have hired Emma Fricker as our new High Performance
coach. Emma is a lifelong sailor and former member of
the Ontario Sailing Tier 2 Development team and Member
Identified Athlete Program. As such, Emma has great rac-
ing and regatta experience and has had lots of exposure
to top-flight coaching.  

Evan, Arry, Derrick, Mathew, and Emma are all taking
additional coaching clinics before the season. Once
again, QCYC will have one of the best coaching staffs
on the lake!

In other exciting news, we’ve ordered a new 420. It will
arrive, all shiny and new, in time for the season.

After launch I am looking for help at doing some reno-
vation work in the LTS building to repair the water
damage from last fall’s flood. It is a great way to get
work hours out of the way.

Here is an overview of our 2017 programs:

May 27 – Youth Spring Tune Up
(CanSail 3 and up) starts May 27 and runs on Satur-
days through June 24. These sessions are a great week-
end option for intermediate or advanced youth sailors
to shed the winter rust and get an early start on the
season with expert coaching. Signing up for all five
days gives a discount, while there is also an option for
signing up for three of the five days if you can’t com-
mit to five weekends.

June 17 – Weekend Adult Dinghy
(CanSail 1-2) – This course takes place over 24 hours
on two consecutive  weekends. It is a great introduc-
tion to sailing, and the June timing means that lots of
summer will remain to put the new skills into practice.

June 17 – Keelboat Session 1
(CYA Learn to Cruise) – COURSE Full.

July 4-August 25 Full Youth LTS program
We run a great summer camp / sailing school for youths
aged 8-17. Courses cover the full range from beginner
to expert. See the Youth LTS section on the website for
full details. Some of the sessions are already full, so
sign up soon!

July 5-27 Summer Weeknight Adult Dinghy
(CanSail 1-2) – A great way to learn sailing! After work,
head out to the Club for professional sailing instruction,
followed by a relaxed sunset beverage overlooking the city.

July 29-August 6 Adult Keelboat Session 2
(CYA Learn to Cruise) – This course takes place over 24

hours on two consecutive weekends and teaches basic
keelboat sailing and cruising skills.

August 19-27 – Keelboat Session 3
(CYA Learn to Cruise) – This course takes place over 24

hours on two consecutive weekends and teaches basic
keelboat sailing and cruising skills.

For more information and registration please see the
QCYC website, or give me a call at 416-843-5435.

Learn to Sail
Robert Eckersley learntosail@qcyc.ca
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Thank you to everyone who has
offered support and enthusiasm for
our upcoming events. Lesley and
Geoff Heathcote have worked hard

to bring us a full calendar of great bands. And there are
many others who do less exciting, but very important
tasks. Thanks to you all!

There will be posters up around the property and
notices and details in the Quick Clipper, but here is a
summary of events you can jot in your calendar with
the current event champion and the band. Put them in
your calendar, plan to be there, and consider whether
you are able to help. Any event without a champion
should be considered at risk and in need of your help.

Saturday, April 29: Chili Challenge
• Wendy Hardy

Saturday, May 20: Sailpast
Graham Dougall • band is The Arsenals

Saturday, June 10: New Members Night   
• Nick Abrahams • band is North of 7

Friday, June 16: Team Trivia
• Mary Partridge and David Hall

Saturday, June 24: Lobsterfest
• champion needed   • band is Orangeman

Saturday, July 8: Canada 150 Picnic
• champion needed   • band is Black Pearls

Saturday, August 12: Women Skippers Race Party 
• champion needed   • band pending

Friday, September 1: Corn and Weenie Roast 
• Doug Miller and Andy Gomes

Saturday, September 2: Pig Roast   
• Klaus and Lynn Noak, Tony and Geri Karahanas

Saturday, September 30: Awards Night 

• Graham Dougall    • Killin’ Time Band

Saturday, October 21: Haulout Potluck 
• champion needed 

All events need party-goers and I hope we can count
on your support to party. They all also need some help
with setup and cleanup and I hope we can count on
you there too. A few events are in desperate need of a
champion to get off the ground. You will be supported
by me and many helpful members, but think about your
favourite event and whether you might be the key to
make it go. Let me know.

Also being discussed are some possible games nights or
music jam nights. If you’re interested in either of
these, let me know.

Looking forward to sharing drinks with many of you
this year. Let’s party!

Entertainment
Keith Nunn entertainment@qcyc.ca

S A I L  P A S T     

Saturday May 20

2017

1205  Participants’ meeting 
 
1320  AQII departs for  
	 review	of	the	Àeet 

1355		 Review	of	the	Àeet 

1600	 Sail	past	of	the	Àeet	 
 in the lagoon
 
1630 Commodore’s 
 punchbowl reception

1745 Sail Past banquet
 
2040 Sunset and  
	 Àag-lowering	ceremony 
 
2100 Dancing to Arsenals 

 
Early bird special  
$66 including HST     
Booked	by	Tuesday	May	16

$72 including HST  
Booked	after	Tuesday	May	16 
 
 

Please	book	your 
banquet tickets  
with	the	club	of¿ce 
416	203-0929
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As I write this, the first day of
launch is a week away, and mem-
bers are working feverishly in the
yard to get ready to put their

boats in the water. I can almost hear the cries, “Stand
away from the car. The car is going south.”

On the Grounds front, we too are getting ready for the
2017 season at the Club. Over the winter our arborist has
taken down two large stems of cottonwood trees, one
because it was leaning precariously, the other because of
disease. Volunteers are preparing beds and containers for
planting, which will take place before Sailpast.

Through the hard work of many volunteers in 2016, we
were able to make great progress in painting the Club’s
eight locker blocks and other outbuildings. But much
remains to be done. I have recently surveyed the exte-
riors of our locker blocks, and have compiled a list of
tasks that need to be addressed. This includes both
painting and small repairs which will improve the
appearances of the buildings as well as safety. 

The Grounds portfolio includes many of our shared
spaces – lawns, gardens, locker blocks, and the areas
around the lockers. Ensuring that these shared spaces
are neat and safe is a shared responsibility of all mem-
bers. Members are asked to keep the lawns and areas
surrounding lockers (including locker steps) clear of
personal items such as frames, boat parts, props, lad-
ders and saw horses. These items should be stored in
lockers or on cradles. Bicycles, dinghies, trailers,
propane tanks, and fuel containers should be stored in
appropriate racks or storage areas. 

Caring for our grounds is an important part of QCYC,
and I encourage anyone who is interested in helping
out – whether it be with gardening, or repairs, or
painting – to contact me. I look forward to hearing
your ideas and working with you. Grounds Are Us.

Grounds
Joanna Kidd          grounds@qcyc.ca

House Goals for 2017 include
• Plant and maintain our gardens and containers

• Bring back the garden by the south gate (“Inga’s
Garden”) to its former glory

• Complete painting (walls, doors, and steps) of all
locker blocks and carry out small repairs on them

• Replace the roof on the utility shed

• Organize and purge the garbage enclosure and
the Old LTS building

• Restore the fountain by the drysail area

• Refinish the benches by the clubhouse.
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Sail Past
The Annual Sail Past and Review of the Fleet by the
Commodore marks the official opening of the Club. This
is quite a traditional and formal event. It’s a day when
all members celebrate the new sailing season. This is an
all-day event which all are expected to attend.

There are three components to the day: 
• Sail Past, the Review of the Fleet, in the afternoon
• Post-Sail Past social events
• Banquet and dancing in the Great Hall in the evening. 

The schedule on Saturday, May 20, 2017:

1205  Participants’ Meeting 

1320  AQII departs for Review of the Fleet

1345  Review of the Fleet

1600  Sail Past of the Fleet in the Lagoon 
         accompanied by the pipes

1630  Commodore’s Punchbowl Reception

1745  Sail Past Banquet, attendees take their seats

1755  Head Table Piped in

2030  Head Table departs for Flag Lowering Ceremony

2042  Sunset and Flag Lowering Ceremony

2045  Dancing to the Arsenals

The Participants’ meeting is when the written instruc-
tions for the Sail Past are distributed and discussed. One
important aspect of the Review of Fleet is the orderly
line of yachts passing the Commodore’s anchored yacht.
As with many aspects of yachting, naval traditions drive
this practice. The order, with minor variations, is:

• Vice Commodore
• Past Commodores in order of seniority
• Fleet Captain
• Sailing vessels, longest first
• Power vessels, longest first
• Invited vessels
• Rear Commodore

In order to provide some help in organizing the fleet,
the fleet is divided into groups with assigned group
leaders. The order, groups, and group leaders are in the
Participants’ meeting handout.

Participation in the Review of the Fleet is a time-hon-
oured yachting tradition, so much so that any owner
whose yacht does not participate in the Review of the
Fleet needs to present a bottle of rum to the Com-
modore to atone for the lack of participation. As a
reverse of this, the Club will award a bottle of rum to a
participating yacht as selected by the crew aboard the
Commodore’s yacht.

The actual Review of the Fleet begins at 1345 as per
sailing directions distributed at the Participants’ Meet-
ing.

The review begins with the firing of a gun. The Vice
Commodore leads the parade of Past Commodores by the
Commodore’s yacht. The objective is to have an orderly
Sail Past and to allow the Commodore a chance to
salute each boat and members. Please find the leader of
your section and then fall in line to follow. If your boat

By Graham Dougall
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is moving too fast, please reduce sail or cut power. This
is important and will help maintain an orderly proces-
sion.

It is important to leave two boat lengths between you
and the boat ahead  as you “sail past” the Commodore’s
boat. 

Salute the Commodore in the following manner:

• Yachts wearing an ensign (the Canadian flag) dip the
ensign

• Yachts not wearing an ensign, luff the foresail

• The salute should commence one boat length before
reaching the Review Vessel and it should continue for
one boat length beyond. Where possible, the skipper
and crew should stand to face the Commodore. ONLY
the Commodore salutes by hand.

The traditional “dress of the day” is white pants and
navy blazer. Many members follow this standard. But if
the weather is lousy, the rule is: stay warm and dry. (If
the weather is really foul, the Rear Commodore may
direct the fleet to remain at the moorings; in such
case, the Commodore’s yacht or his designate will pass
through the lagoon.) Finally, your boat should look
shipshape: take up your boat’s fenders; leave the
dinghy at your dock. 

Some members watch the Sail Past from the Great Hall.
In the past several years, a number of members partici-
pated on the water aboard the Algonquin Queen II,
which acts as a spectator vessel for this event. Please
reserve with the Office if you intend to sail on the AQII
by the end of Tuesday.

After you sail past the Commodore, return to your
mooring and “dress ship”. This means hauling your line
of race or signal flags up a halyard to the top of your
mast.  

At this point members tend to congregate in various
cockpits around the lagoon (assuming the weather is
decent) for drinks and hors d’oeuvres. At about 1600,

the Commodore and Flag Officers will cruise past the
fleet.

This is followed at 1630 by the Commodore’s Punch
Bowl on the front lawn of the Club (or inside the main
floor lobby if weather is inclement). Basically, this is a
cocktail party and another opportunity to raise a glass
to the Commodore and the new sailing season. 

Sail Past dinner is a formal dinner in the Great Hall
(with over-bookings in the dining room) which begins
at 1745. Book your tickets early!

Dinner dress is “semi-formal”. 

Menu
Baby Green Salad - Kale, Frisee, Arugula and
Radicchio with Poppyseed Vinaigrette and Apricot

Coq au Vin Chicken Braised with Red Wine, Bacon, Pearl
Onions and Button Mushrooms
Served with Parsnip Puree

Homemade Ontario Strawberry Ice Cream 
with Shortbread

Coffee & tea

Vegetarian Option
Lemon Risotto Cremini Mushrooms, Ontario Asparagus
and Parmigiana Reggiano

Children’s menu available

Price: Early Bird $66.00 including HST if booked by
Tuesday, May 16

$72.00 including HST if booked on or after Wednes-
day, May 17

After dinner, we have the ceremonial Flag Lowering 
on the front lawn and then it’s time to enjoy a 
great dance. 





Jabsco Pump Parmax 12V 2.9Gpm 50Psi
31395-0092 $109.99
 
Jabsco Pump Washdown12v 
4Gpm Kit W/Hose 
32900-0092 $169.99

Holland Marine Products
875 Lakeshore Rd E. 
Mississauga, ON 
L5E1E2

We have been serving the boating community since 1957. We specialize in marine hardware and Canadian 
built boats like CS, C&C, Mirage, Grampians, Tanzer and many more. We’re sailors and we get it. Check out 
or same to next day turn around on splicing, standing and running rigging, as well as our in house custom 

graphic services for your boat name and registration numbers.
Email us your name and address to cd@hollandmarine.com to receive your free catalogue today!
www.hollandmarine.com   e. info@hollandmarine.com   t. 905.891.1639   f. 905.891.7972

CC4 $ 75.00  CC3 $ 76.00  CC2 $ 75.00  CS3 $ 73.00        CS5 $ 75.00   CS4 $ 75.00 

CS & C&C  
Stantion Bases

QCYC Spring Specials

Prices valid through May 
and June 2017 

$17 Flat rate for shipping. Place 
your order before 2pm to get on 
the way same day!

Raymarine 3 pack  
SPEED,WIND, AND DEPTH
I50/I60  #E70153  $1875.00
(While Supplies Last!)

Spinlock Deckvest Lite
SALE

Spinlock Deckvest Lite  170N
Yellow/Black
#DW-LITE/AGY 
Regular $179.99
Sale $139.99

Spinlock Deckvest Lite  170N
Pink/Black
#DW-LITE/AGP
Regular $179.99 
$139.99

Atlantis 270
Handheld VHF, 
waterproof, Áoats,
12volt charge, 
120 volt charger  
SALE  $114.99

Xantrex Pro 1000Watt Inverter
ModiÀed Sine Wave
1000 - 120 Vac / 60 Hz
12 Volt

#806-1010 XM1000 $ 289.00

While Supplies Last!


