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This is the first issue 
of the Clipper for 
2014. I would like to 
thank Christopher 
Sumpton who cre-
ated the art design 
and layout for this 
issue for a great job. 
Our first issue of the 
year contains updates 
from your Board of 
Directors on what they have done so far and 
what plans they have for the rest of the year. 

We have profiles (more like a story) from our 
Moorings Chair, Steve Gigiel and member Peter 
Jones. We have a really interesting article by Rich-
ard Pope, an Associate Member, on Lighthouses, 
one of which his family tended for generations. 
We have articles on two of our sailors, Junior 
Club alumna Timma Flanagan and Race Coach 
Isabelle Ziarko and on the QCYC Peckerheads 
by Roz Ross. Our Rear Commodore continues 
to write really interesting safety pieces and has 
included information on Sail Past in this issue. 
We also have information on our cruises for this 
year from Pat Whetung. I have included the His-
tory Bites I have written since the beginning of the 
year as I know a number of our members don’t 
get the Quick Clipper. If you are interested in 
ship wrecks, especially of a boat from our club, 
read Don Roe’s article. We have reports from 
the 125th Anniversary Committee, news on the 
Island Tour, which we are participating in, from 
Mary Partridge, a Profile of our new Manager, 
Laura Vanek and Yoga from Valerie Wint. Philly 
Chatterton, our new Entertainment Chair, has a 
pile of fantastic events coming up that are listed 
on the second last page and detailed in Philly’s 
report. There is also information from the Marine 
Museum of the Great Lakes at Kingston on their 
new Age of Sail Exhibit. On page 34 we provide 
detailed information on bar and restaurant hours, 
tender schedules and calendars. Enjoy and please

Queen City Yacht Club

Editor’s Note
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca

Continued on page 4 
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Commodore
Steven Hills, commodore@qcyc.ca

Welcome back every-
one, to QCYC’s 125th 
year! After such a 
long and cold winter 
it is good to be able 
to look forward to 
the promise of sunny 
weather and warm 
breezes. As I write 
this it still snowing 
in the middle of April 
but hopefully spring will soon arrive.

With the winter that seems to never want to end 
still hanging on, I know that everyone has been 
busy trying to prepare their boats for the upcom-
ing season. It will be a busy time through Sail 
Past, due to the postponement of Launch caused 
by to too much ice and not enough warm weather.

It has been a busy winter and there are some 
changes at the Club with our new Club Man-
ager Laura Vanek joining us as well as Ed 
Munson taking over the Restaurant and 
Bar operations. I would encourage you to 
stop by the Club and welcome both of them.  

Not everything is changing though. We still 
have Felipe and Russell back to look after the 
grounds and the Club House. Jim is back as the 
new Head Captain on the Tender and of course 
Daniel and Eon will be back in the restaurant.

Now that the warm weather is nearly here, plan-
ning for all of the tasks we have to implement 
around the Club is well under way. The contrac-
tors’ work of the new Learn to Sail and Locker 
buildings is practically complete and now it is 
our turn to finish them off. There are also plans 
to modify the Mast Crane and fix up the older 
locker blocks, not to mention other ongoing work 
going on elsewhere around the club. This is the 
125th anniversary of the founding of our club 
and with all of the activities going on to celebrate 
this, we all want to see the Club and grounds 
looking good. We have a wonderful legacy in the 
rich history of our Yacht Club and we should take 
pride in this. So I encourage you to pitch in and 
take part in one of the work parties. They are a 
wonderful way to meet other members you may 

not run into that often. More importantly, it is a 
great way to give back to the Club for all of the 
enjoyment all of us take from her and finally the 
contribution of work by the members is one of 
the key ways we can try and keep the fees down. 

Working behind the scenes our 125th Anniversa-
ry Committee has done a great job of organizing 
many ways of recognizing the achievement of this 
milestone. These range from the dedication of a 
historical plaque near the Ferry dock on Ward’s, 
a time capsule to be placed in the new LTS 
building, the goal of our Open Regatta Commit-
tee to try and get 125 boats on the starting line 
for our Regatta in September and of course this 
year the Commodore’s Ball will be held in the 
summer in our own Great Hall.  Our actual date 
of incorporation of the Club was August 15th, 
1889.  So mark your calendars, we are planning 
a heritage evening on Friday the 15th of August, 
2014 with the Commodore’s Ball being held on 
the following evening, Saturday August 16th.  So 
come out and celebrate Queen City being the 8th 
oldest yacht Club in Canada!

So with another season soon to be with us, I look 
forward to seeing everyone in the Yard, at the 
Club or on the water.

Vice Commodore 

Ron Mazza, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca

Welcome to the 2014 
sailing season, our 
125th anniversary. 
By the time you read 
this I hope summer 
has finally arrived, 
because it sure took a 
long time to get here. 
Congratulations to 
our Yard Chair Will 
Harney on his astute 
decision to postpone 
launch by two weeks and to our Rear Com-
modore Graham Dougall for postponing the 
start of Wednesday night racing by a week. 

It has not only been a long cold winter it’s been 
a very busy winter for a number of Queen City 
members. The Board meets monthly and the Man-
agement Committee meets each month usually 

the week before the Board meeting. The Man-
agement Committee is responsible for the day to 
day operation of the Club and is chaired by the 
Vice Commodore (me). Its official voting mem-
bers are the House Chair (Tom King), the Fleet 
Captain (Lawrence Reiber), the Treasurer (John 
Heath), and the Secretary (Genia Vanderkruk). 
The Commodore (Steve Hills) also sits in on the 
meetings as does the Club Manager (Don Fer-
guson up to now, Laura Vanek moving forward).

In addition to the normal operational issues re-
lated to the running of the Club, we had a kind of 
perfect storm of issues this winter created by the 
need to replace both our long standing restaurant/
caterers, All Set (Silka and Rob), who had been 
in place eleven years, and our club manager, Don 
Ferguson, who held that position for seven years.

New Restaurant Manager – Ed Munson
I want to thank Garry Baker as Chair of the restau-
rant committee and Tom King as House Chair for 
shepherding us through the process of finding the 
replacement for All Set and successfully engaging 
Edrick (Ed) Munson in that role. Ed is well known 
to Queen City and knows Queen City very well 
based on his years of past experience working with 
All Set.  Our restaurant now officially has a name, 
Bight @ QCYC! Welcome aboard Ed! We look for-
ward to a long and mutually satisfying relationship.

New Club Manager – Laura Vanek
The hiring of the new manager proved to be a longer 
more intensive process that stretched out several 
months over the winter. The special committee set 
up to undertake this task was make up as follows:

Chair: Ron Mazza, Vice Commodore
Members:	Steve Hills, Commodore
Garry Baker, Past Commodore
Jim Thorndycraft, Past Commodore
David Hall, Past Commodore 
Violet Couch, Senior HR Professional

A new job description was developed and the po-
sition was posted on the Workopolis job search 
website, in the careers section of The Star, and 
on the QCYC website.  A total of 43 applica-
tions were received in response to these postings. 
These were then reviewed against our stated re-
quirements and shortened to a list of 11 poten-
tial candidates. Committee members were asked 
to review these 11 resumes independently and 
rank them in order of suitability. Each member 

Board Updates
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All Queen City members owe a big thank you to all 
the committee members who participated in this 
intensive project but especially to Violet Couch 
who so efficiently guided us through the process 
utilizing her extensive HR experience. Thank you! 

Laura comes to Queen City with outstanding ref-
erences, good inter-personal skills and applicable 
experience from her previous work at RCYC and 
The Club at North Halton.  She even once had a 
sailboat and was a member at Cathedral Bluffs. 
If you have not done so already, please drop 
into the office and introduce yourself and give 
Laura a good old fashioned Queen City welcome.

New Buildings
The new locker building and the new LTS building 
look almost finished and have been well received 
by club members and our neighbors. The main 
contractor, Cove Construction has completed their 
work and are now off the site. But looks can be 
deceiving. To make them operational there is still 
much that needs to be done by our own forces in-
cluding drywall, painting, wood work, and land-
scaping. By the time you read this, hopefully, some 
of that work will be well underway if not completed. 

The majority of the new lockers have now been as-

submitted rankings confidentially to Violet Couch, 
who correlated the results.  The top five ranked 
candidates were selected for a first interview fol-
lowing a format developed by Violet Couch to 
ensure consistency.  These interviews were con-
ducted by Violet Couch, Ron Mazza and David 
Hall (standing in for Steve Hills who was unavail-
able due to business and personal commitments).
The results of the first interviews were clear-cut, 
with three candidates showing obviously bet-
ter qualifications and suitability to Queen City’s 
needs.  Second meetings were scheduled with the 
three top candidates and all committee members 
were present for these final interviews. Again, the 
interviews followed a format developed by Violet 
to ensure consistency.  Following these interviews 
the committee conducted a thorough review of 
each candidate’s suitability for the Manager po-
sition. The quality of all of the final candidates 
was exceptional, however the Committee made 
a unanimous decision in selecting Laura Vanek. 

Laura officially started work in late March. 
Don Ferguson generously made himself 
available to assist during the transition.

Vice Commodore, cont. from page 3 signed so there are a particular group of club mem-
bers with a special incentive to get them completed. 

As part of the larger project the older locker 
block to the south has also been entirely re-clad 
with a new Hardy Plank cementious siding to 
match the new buildings. This was a require-
ment of the Building Permit application for the 
new buildings. It looks pretty good. The shape 
of things to come for other QCYC buildings?

So far we are within the approved budget.
 

Editor’s Note
cont. from p.2

give me your feedback for improving the Clipper.

We have several ways to communicate with our 
members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark MacRae 
gave our website a new look in January. If you 
haven’t already registered on the website please 
do so. There is lots of content in the members’ only 
area now. The Quick Clipper allows the Board to 
communicate timely information to you. If you are 
not subscribed and would like to be, please email 
me at communications@qcyc.ca. I would like to 
thank the Moderators Jim Neundorf and Victor 

Granic who continue to do an out-
standing job on the Quick Clipper. 
Check out the pictures from haul 
out, Ground Hog Day, winter and 
spring. Thank you to the members 
who provided the great pictures. 
To find our Facebook page or our 
YouTube Channel, just click on the 
icons at the top of every page on our 
website. We also have three twitter 
accounts: QCYCTOG – Communi-
cations, QCYCTOR – Racing and 
QCYCsailing – Learn to Sail, that 
I would encourage you to join de-
pending on your interests. They are 
also displayed on the right hand 
side of home page of www.qcyc.ca

I am always looking for contribu-
tions. Writing a piece for the Clip-
per or acting as a layout artist is a 
great way to earn hours and if you 
need ideas, I have lots. Just contact 
me at communications@qcyc.ca.

Board Updates
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rudder, etc.) you should check with a handicap-
per to make sure that your rating is current. In 
the case of new sails, ask your sail maker for a 
measurement certificate (they will happily provide 
a signed certificate on request) and give us a copy, 
we will make the appropriate adjustments online.

Wondering what a bigger (or smaller) sail would 
do to your rating? Thinking of trading in the old 
Symmetrical Spinnaker for a brand new Asym-
metrical and curious what difference it might 
make? Come and see us and we’ll punch the 
numbers into the spreadsheet and help you de-
cide what the best measurements are going to be.

A final word about the PHRF process. It’s a con-
stantly evolving thing. The database and the mea-
surements are constantly changing in order to cap-
ture dynamically changing and evolving designs. 
This year, for example, we are reviewing all non-
overlapping headsails to ensure that new headsails 
with a large roach supported by a batten have their 
actual sail area measured. In 2006, PHRF-LO low-
ered the maximum spinnaker size (without pen-
alty) to 180% from 183%. In order to ensure that 
boats were not penalized due to this change, it was 
agreed that all spinnakers built before 2006, would 
be grandfathered for the life of the sail. Starting in 
2014, we will no longer be grandfathering ANY 
spinnakers. In conjunction with the change to the 
way we calculate the Spinnaker size and adjust-
ments, we will now require that all Symmetrical 
Spinnakers include the “foot” measurement.

If you have raced in the past and have a cer-
tificate you will have been billed for this year’s 
certificate on your Spring billing. If you no 
longer wish to race and wish to cancel your 
certificate, please let us know before the end 
of April so we don’t send it in for renewal.

Cruising by Pat Whetung, Chair Cruising 
Committee

FREEDOM 2014 Planned Cruises

Two long weekends provide us with two op-
portunities to the cruising side of a boater’s life.

ETOBICOKE YACHT CLUB 
JUNE 28 – JULY 1 reciprocal cruise 
Dianne Taylor, Cruise Co-ordinator

If you are a new boater or if you are looking forward 
to a season with a new boat, the July cruise is per-

As you read this, hope-
fully the sailing has 
started. Key informa-
tion on Open Regatta 
and PHRF-LO is pro-
vided below. Details 
on Sail Past and the 
Cruising program, are 
elsewhere in this edi-
tion of the Clipper. 

There are a number 
of events of particular interest. The Shark Worlds 
are going to be held at National Yacht Club Au-
gust 23rd to August 29th. More information is 
available at sharkworlds2014.com . I would en-
courage all members of the QCYC Shark fleet 
to consider participating. A warm up event is the 
RCYC Trillium Regatta on the weekend of May 
24th & 25th. All QCYC Sharks are welcome. 
On July 26th, RCYC is holding the Ideal 18 To-
ronto Bay Invitational Regatta. QCYC has been 
asked to field an entry. The Ideal 18 has a crew 
of two. We are developing the mechanism to se-
lect the QCYC Team. All PHRF racers should 
be aware the ABYC had added back PHRF rac-
ing to its Open Regatta on weekend of May 24th 
and May 25th. Prove everyone wrong who says 
PHRF weekend racing is dead by participating!

As always, the Sailing Program can always use volun-
teers, on the Race Committee, Protest Committee, 
Cruising Committee and organizational support.

Updates on the Sailing Programs will be in the 
Quick Clipper.

Open Regatta by Mark MacRae, Chair Open 
Regatta Committee

Online registration is now open for the 125th An-
niversary QCYC Open Regatta. Our goal is to get 
at least 125 boats registered for our September 6th 
event.  We are pleased that the schedule aligns for 
the local J24 fleet and that they plan to return to 
our regatta after a couple of years’ absence which 
should help boost our numbers, but we’ll still have 
a challenge to get above 2013’s record of 99 boats.

The organizing committee has met twice in the 
off-season and will be working hard this spring in 

order to find some sponsorship dollars.  We would 
like to be able to run a third keelboat course to 
accommodate the larger number of boats & fleets.  
As well, we want to be able to produce limited 
edition 125th Anniversary QCYC Open T-Shirts 
for Race Committee volunteers and participants.

Basic regatta information is now updated on 
www.qcyc.ca

If any club members have leads on possible sourc-
es for sponsorship or donations, please forward to 
Mark MacRae, the committee chair.  It only costs 
about $500 to run an additional keelboat course, 
for example. We’re not looking for big money.

PHRF by Dave Robinson, QCYC PHRF-LO 
Handicapper

The handicapping system that we and most of 
the Lake Ontario clubs use to level the playing 
field in a diverse fleet of boats is called PHRF, 
which stands for Performance Handicap Racing 
Fleet. The PHRF system is an inexpensive and 
very efficient means of rating boats which allows 
the Race Committee to quickly score the results 
of a race and to produce results that take into 
account the vast difference in performance char-
acteristics encountered in the fleet racing on a 
Wednesday evening. PHRF is the most common 
rating system in North America and PHRF-Lake 
Ontario is the largest fleet on the continent. If 
you don’t sail a one-design or a new, high-perfor-
mance boat and you want to race at the club or 
regatta level, you will require a PHRF certificate.

Getting one is easy. You need to arrange a meet-
ing with one of our club Handicappers (Dave Rob-
inson – Dragonfly; Brandon Zagorski – Strange 
Device; or Ean Kingston – Eva) and they will 
input the data from your boat, along with the 
dimensions of your sails, into a spreadsheet that 
will give us (in most cases) a rating. If you have 
a rare or brand new boat the process is a little 
more involved and requires a meeting of the lo-
cal PHRF Handicappers, but don’t let that worry 
you. At the conclusion of the process PHRF-LO 
will issue an official PDF certificate for your boat 
which we will forward to you. It is your responsi-
bility to print the certificate and sign it. It is recom-
mended that you keep the certificate on your boat.

If you already have a certificate and you are get-
ting new sails or changing something significant 
on the boat (different prop, change in keel or 

Rear Commodore 

Graham Dougall, rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

continued on page 6
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fect for you. Etobicoke Yacht Club is a destination 
with a short ETA. Experienced cruisers may want 
to try out new equipment or use this cruise as their 
shake down with their first stop around the lake.

Etobicoke has a sheltered harbour with easy ac-
cess by land or water. Why mention land? Last 
year’s cruise to Humber Bay Park was short but 
oh so sweet. Members and others joined the fes-
tivities by driving to the club. It’s Canada Day 
weekend and QCYC members know how to cel-
ebrate. Watch for details to come.  Plan to join us. 

NIAGARA ON THE LAKE SAILING CLUB 
AUGUST 2 - AUGUST 4 reciprocal cruise 
Brad Hearn Cruise, Co-ordinator

Experienced cruisers know it’s not easy to visit Ni-
agara on the Lake as it is often full. It’s a very pop-
ular destination. It is a privilege to be INVITED 
to visit again this year. If you’ve never crossed the 
lake then what better way to do a crossing with the 
gang from QC?  Sign up details will be published.

We are blessed to have access to great clubs on 
Lake Ontario. Reciprocal cruises are an impor-
tant part of spreading QC goodwill and enjoying 
your boat.

Fleet
Lawrence Reiber, fleet@qcyc.ca

Our marine crew is 
working hard to en-
sure that all of our 
vessels are ready and 
sparkling for our 
125th anniversary. 
During the winter 
months maintenance 
was done on the Al-
gonquin Queen II and 
I’m certain that you 
will notice how smooth she is now running. Our ma-
rine crew will be following a daily maintaince plan 
in order to keep our fleet in top running condition.

I’d like to introduce Jim Turl as our head Cap-
tain for this season. Jim shined last year when he 
worked as one of our full time Captains. He always 
went the extra mile and was eager to take on any 
extra duties which made him the obvious choice to 

promote to head Captain. Jim grew up in the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands and moved back to Canada in 
his teens where he enjoyed sailing Lasers. He later 
worked as Captain and Engineer on Miss Toronto, 
a commercial vessel in the harbour. Well qualified 
for the position, Jim holds a Yacht Master 200Gt 
license, Master 60Gt license restricted, STCW 
95 and multiple certifications under the RYA. 

We’ve also added a 5:45 tender to Wednesday race 
nights, helping racers to get there in time. In addi-
tion, the 8:45 tender will once again be running from 
the start of sailing school to the end of Labour Day.

If you have concerns or encounter any problems, 
please either let the Manager or myself know. I 
can be reached at fleet@qcyc.ca. Also, if you have 
any suggestions or would like to let us know how 
well the crew is doing, please let us know as well.

Treasurer 

John Heath, treasurer@qcyc.ca

As I look at the 
forecast for snow 
on Tuesday the 15 
of April 2014 my 
thoughts are on bot-
tom paint and wax on 
a warmer day soon.

As the 2014 season 
begins we are in good 
shape financially over-
all as we are working 
towards completion of our biggest project in mem-
ory, the LTS building and the New Locker  block.

The lockers have been assigned in both old and new 
sections and as soon as we have the finishing touch-
es done we get to move in. The Learn to Sail pro-
gram generates a good income with approximately 
192 openings in both adult and junior programs.

The lockers provide much needed accommodations 
for members who currently did not have lockers or 
for those that were feeling a little cramped in their 
current accommodations. For some of us more stor-
age space means we can buy more “good stuff” for 
our boats or a bigger fridge for necessary supplies.

One of the old locker blocks has been reclad in the 
same material as the new buildings and looks great!

Since both of these projects provide income 

for the Club they will be ultimately revenue 
neutral and provide much needed facilities.

We have been working to expand the pay-on-
line again this year and more members are tak-
ing advantage. With the changes to Canada 
Post this year it is a worthwhile saving to all 
club members as it helps keep costs down.

We have added a new on-line registry for the LTS. 
All registration for courses is now done on line 
through the Learn to Sail web page. You can see 
what courses are available with costs and how many 
openings there are plus the ability to go on the wait 
list if a course you want is currently booked. Once 
you have chosen a course you move to the Shop-
ping Cart and pay on line via a credit card. The 
software allows us to manage registration, course 
levels and all parts of the registration system. The 
old manual system had created many levels of 
management to make it all work. Special thanks to 
Jamie Ingalls, Eric Whan for sourcing this system.

The Harold Robbins was repaired and serviceable 
last year and with some further TLC this winter 
it has a new coat of paint and should serve the 
race committee well. The pontoon boat has a new 
replacement engine so we should have steady 
service from her this year (and a new extended 
Bimini Top for more protection). Fleet has done 
a great job with the AQII with many improve-
ments to the entire drive system and a new prop 
that is more appropriately sized to the system.

We have an allowance for a new 420 as a replace-
ment for the one of the boats that is getting tired. 
Our young racers should be better equipped now.

Board Updates

continued from page 5
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The Snug was greatly improved last sum-
mer and I am sure that House will have 
a few more improvements this year.  

Overall we have tried to cover several ar-
eas as we prepare for the 125th anniver-
sary. With the many projects ongoing I trust 
a good turnout to various work parties and 
a great season of sailing and racing as well.

Secretary
Genia Vanderkruk, secretary@qcyc.ca 

Welcome back after 
a long, harsh winter. 
As your secretary, I 
prepare minutes of 
Board and Member 
meetings, manage 
our reciprocal ar-
rangements, and 
send out notes to 
members marking 
major life events.

Minutes and announcements of member meetings 
are posted on our web site.  You need to be logged 
in to access the page. On the main web page, hov-
ering over MEMBERS, will show you a drop down 
list of options. Click on MEMBERS-ONLY to see 
the documents.  Announcements are also e-mailed 
to Senior and Senior Associate members.  Please 
let the Office know if there are any changes to your 
contact information, including your e-mail address.

This year, Jill Stewart will be helping maintain 
the reciprocal binder. Before beginning your 
cruise this summer, please check for the latest 
reciprocal information from other clubs around 
the lake, as policies do change over time. While 
we make every effort to contact each club with 
our own reciprocal invitations, invitations some-
times get misdirected as contact information 
changes. If you are visiting a club which has 
not received our reciprocal invitation, please 
let me know, so that I can contact the club.

If you are aware of any members experiencing 
a major life event in their family, please let me 
know and I will send a card on behalf of our mem-
bers. I can be contacted at secretary@qcyc.ca.  

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable sailing season.

House
Thomas King, house@qcyc.ca

Well I hope Spring 
has sprung by the 
time this report is 
out. The Club house 
has wintered very 
well this year.  It is 
normal to have a lot 
of repair work in the 
Snug, Great Hall, 
Women’s washroom 
and Foyer. Not so 
much this year. Last year we had a cold winter 
with little or no thaw.  The result of that was a lot 
less water damage.  Even the ladies washroom has 
no tile damage. So there is a lot less work to do. 
I know in my report at the end of the year I said 
I was going to do a lot of work on the washroom 
but because of the cold winter and the time re-
straints, the work could not be done.  My intent is 
still to paint and try to make it look as clean and 
tidy as possible. Launch being delayed until the 
26th gave us only two weeks to get boats ready, 
mast and sails on, and the yard cleaned up, along 
with getting the Club ready for Sail Past. A lot 
of work to get done in a short two weeks’ time.

There are a few things that I would like to remind 
our members of: The Snug Room is for the en-
joyment of all members. Last year there were a 
number of times that dishes were left on tables 
and the floor covered in debris. Dishes were 
also left in the sink unwashed. Even the televi-
sion was left on. We are all adults and we would 
not leave dirty dishes in the sink or on display 
at home if we were having company. Why do it 
at the club? When kids are using the room des-
ignated for them, they should be accompanied by 
an adult at all times. Remember when kids are 
playing and running around the Club they are 
close to water most of the time. PFD’s should be 
worn at all times. Toys should be put away and 
the room tidied for the next child to use. We 
have two maintenance staff on duty at the club. 
Their job descriptions do not include cleaning up 
behind perfectly capable members and children.

We are looking at some exciting times at the 
Club this year. We have our liquor license for 
the balconies. No excuses not to have that drink 

at sundown on the deck. We have a new caterer 
with us this year. Some of the members will know 
Ed Munson from last year. Ed spent the last five 
years with Silke and Rob getting to know his way 
around the kitchen. Ed’s background is in fine din-
ing and he has a number of great ideas he wants 
to bring in this year. All winter, with every meet-
ing, Ed has become more and more excited about 
bringing his ideas forward.  All of the sauces and 
dressings will be made by hand this year. The 
menu will have lighter and diet conscious items to 
choose from. Wednesday nights are also going to 
have a new look. Come out and race and check out 
the menu. These are but a few changes you will 
notice. The serving staff will be very familiar to 
everyone, Eon and Daniel will be back to charm us 
all while running their feet off serving our meals.  

In the office we have a new manager, Laura 
Vanek. She comes to us with golf club and yacht 
club experience. Laura will make a great addition 
to the family at QCYC. Be sure to go by the of-
fice and welcome Laura. I would like to wish her 
many years of good memories and fun times at 
our club. Our Vice Commodore will have more to 
say in his report and please read Laura’s profile.

Entertainment 
Philip Chatterton “Philly”, 
formerly Philip Rodrigues Singer, 
entertainment@qcyc.ca

It would be easy to 
mistake the legend 
of Queen City’s 
friendly, social at-
mosphere for mere 
myth but a walk 
through the yard 
on a Saturday afternoon reminds me that we are 
in fact a club of friends united by common inter-
ests and passions. It is with this in mind that I 
assume the role of Entertainment Chair for 2014. 

I am truly standing on the shoulders of giants, 
as I have inherited a strong and successful port-
folio from Geoff Heathcote and his crew (with 
help from Lesley Heathcote). They have been 
dedicated to the quality of our entertainment 
experience for some years now and I hope to 
rise to the level of their standard. Towards that 

Board Updates

continued on page 8
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end, in addition to the traditional events such 
as Sailpast and New Members Night, there will 
be new events and theme evenings this year.

Yoga on the Lawn (Sunday mornings) and Team 
Trivia (June 13) are back for another season I’m 
happy to say, and keep a look out for the many 
QCYC 125th events throughout the year. Lobster-
fest (June 21) will have a Newfoundland theme 
complete with Newfie Screech-In Ceremony. Pig 
Roast (Aug 30) will be a Luau featuring a Uke 
Jam concert by the QCYC Uke Group and a sur-
prise finale. Ribfest is shaping up to be a Coun-
try and Western theme night with a QCYC Line 
Dancing competition called “Boats and Bourbon”.

Some new events such as the Murder Mystery 
Night (May 31) will help solve the murder of 
the Commodore the night the club fell into the 
lake in July of 1920; each crew table must dis-
cover who killed the Commodore, how and 
why? The Disco Dance Night (Aug 9) is a chance 
to bring out your inner Saturday Night Fever 
and the AGM Spring Meeting (May 23) games 
night should bring out the competitive spirit.

I’m really looking forward to the Commodore’s 
Ball on August 16th. What could be better than 
celebrating in formal style in our historic club-
house to the swing band sounds of The Toronto 
All-Star Big Band? To help your feet keep up, 
we’ll be hosting ballroom dance lessons starting 
July 3rd for six Thursday evenings in the great 
hall! I’m picking out my tuxedo kilt as we speak.

For musical talent, I’ve drawn upon some old club 
favourites and brought in some new bands. I will 
admit it’s been a difficult process selecting acts for 
each event; I appreciate and have taken into account 
all the advice I have received by the membership 
and I’ve hopefully built a solid foundation of music. 
As we progress through the year I’m planning to 
develop additional “Popup” entertainment events 
such as jazz, classical and member jam sessions 
throughout the club property to encourage mem-
bers to come together on warm summer evenings.

My overarching goal for these events is to pro-
vide an atmosphere where we can dance and 
listen to great music but also talk and interact as 
a membership; to bring members together and al-
low the social side of the club to take over. We 
will try to have the bands start earlier so we can 
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finish at a more reasonable hour and we will try 
to keep the volume down as some bands can 
get very loud in our small venue. I’ll be looking 
for ways to improve the entertainment experi-
ence so your feedback will be much appreciated.

The best place to source details for these events is 
the qcyc.ca web site and the online club calendar 
which you can subscribe to on your mobile device. I 
will also be posting event information in the Quick 

Clipper as usual and soon on Facebook and Twitter.

On a personal note, you may have noticed I have 
formally changed my name from Philip Rodrigues 
Singer to Philip Chatterton, my mother’s fam-
ily name, as part of my personal shifting times. 
It does sound a little Downton Abbey I’ll admit, 
but with the right accent I should be able to 
pull it off. To be sure, I’ll still answer to “Philly” 
just to keep the pretences down to a minimum.

continued from page 7
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New Members Night is one 
of Queen City’s best events of 
the year! 
We start with a 3-gun salute to 
new boats in the lagoon.  
The evening activities begin with a 
friendly, casual meet and greet 
over wine and member supplied 
‘nibbles’.  
We end the evening dancing to 
the sounds of the Dave Murphy 
Band 

NMN Schedule 

1245	 Salute To The Yachts 
1800	 Mingle over Wine & Pot-luck     

Nibbles 
2030	 Dancing!     !!
Tickets $15 cash at the door 
Minimum billing tickets available in the office 
or by calling 416 203-0929
!
Contact membership@qcyc.ca to have your 
new boat gunned-in or to volunteer for work 
hours on the “nibbles” crew.

QCYC  
New Members Night 
June 7th, 2014 !

Music by the

Dave Murphy Band

Membership
Nick Abrahams, membership@qcyc.ca

This year, the boat 
show produced several 
leads and we signed 
up new Senior and 
Associate members. 
Thank you to all vol-
unteers who made 
the show a success 
and special thanks 
to Sandra Raitz, 
Douglas Hender-
son, Paul Horne and Andy Gomes. The purpose 
of our booth is to recruit new members and 
to promote and maintain our presence as an 
amazing Yacht Club rich in history. If you have 
friends thinking of joining, don’t forget to men-
tion our very economical Associate Membership 
category as an alternative to Senior Member-
ship. Many have joined as Associate members 
and have moved on to become Senior Members. 

Information about past members and club spirit 
can be found on our website under Spirit - Queen 
City Yacht Club - Historical Timeline. You will 
also find the 125th Anniversary brochure, which is 
loaded with great stories and pictures. Does every-
body know how the Rapids Queen arrived at its 
resting spot? Thanks for the calm lagoon Freddy! 

After Sail Past, our next big event to look forward 
to is, of course, the Gunning In of the new boats fol-
lowed by New Members Night on June 7th. This is 
a Pot-Luck night we all get together and welcome 
new members and really introduce them to the 
QCYC. I’m sure everyone remembers when they 
joined and the great reception they received. Our 
Entertainment Director has secured one of the top 
bands in Toronto to help us dance the night away 
and I hope to see everybody at this event showing 
your support to our new members and the club.

While observing the activity in the yard this 
past weekend, I couldn’t help but notice how ev-
eryone was helping each other. Time is running 
short as Launch approaches however we all found 
time to help fold and carry heavy boat covers, 
lend each other tools and take the time to offer 
strategies on how to best prepare your boat for 
the season. If we all continue to take some time 

off from our own projects to help out members 
old and new or join a work party the pay back 
will be huge. Remember…  “ And in the end, 
the love you take is equal to the love you make”.  

If you know anyone you think might be in-
terested in joining and you don’t have time 
to show them around yourself, please let me 
know and I will be happy to organize a tour.

As we all know the QCYC is an amazing 
place with amazing people. We don’t be-
long to the QCYC… we are the QCYC.

Have a great summer. photo by Genia Vanderkruk
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Grounds 

Michael Kelly, grounds@qcyc.ca

Sorry to be blam-
ing the weather, but 
Grounds is also be-
hind schedule. From 
tree branches falling 
in the yard to the 
clean-up needed ev-
erywhere, we are late. 
(The good news? The 
ice fishing locker/
hut rental program 
was a great success and we will soon 
have your lockers back in place. :-) )

this effort and I will be looking for volunteers.

As I promised, we will recycle, reuse or dis-
pose of the items that were dumped on the 
north lawn as a result of the demolition of the 
old buildings and the construction of the new.

The garbage compound near the Lake is under 
study. This area is not working well. Dealing 
with special waste, such as oil, paint, batteries 
and such, is a major Club expense and we plan 
to do better. Waste in general costs us all. Likely 
these costs will increase over time. We should 
all try to think of ways to generate less waste. 
Just as an example, when you bring a new item 
to the club, do you need all of its packaging?

This year we will be making a special effort in land-
scaping throughout the grounds. Also we are plant-
ing new trees as part of the construction project.

Our Club has a special location on the Lake. 
Especially in this our 125th anniversary year, 
please come to our work parties, keep the 
grounds clean and tidy, and together let’s make 
Queen City a paradise that we can be proud of.

Moorings
Steve Gigiel, moorings@qcyc.ca

This report is being 
written in the week be-
fore Easter. The lovely 
picturesque snow left 
us late, we haven’t 
got the barge up and 
running yet. When 
we do, we are going to 
be doing the usual, re-
placing the tyres that 
stayed south after the 
winter, replace chains, 
push and cajole wayward bits back in line. If you 
need a tyre moved, you could volunteer for the barge 
that may get you up the list, or apply to “Grounds” 
to see if the land end could be adjusted to suit.

If you have busted boards on your dock, speak up, a 
new board, hammer and nails can be provided. There 
is still remedial work on the Green section board 
walk to be done, and you can and may volunteer.

If you see the barge crew waving it’s not just be-

Board Updates

Sailpast Formal Dinner 
Following the Commodore’s Punch Bowl reception, 
please join us for the sailpast formal dinner and dance. 
Sailpast Menu: 

Blood Orange & Fennel Salad W/ Baby Kale & Spinach. 
Roast Chicken Supreme & Cajun Crab-cake, 
Grilled Asparagus & Truffle Mash W/ A Classic Bearnaise. 
Limoncello Lemon Curd & Puff Pastry W/ Fresh Berries. 

Early Bird Tickets: $54.95 + tax (until May 15th)  
Regular Tickets: $59.95 + tax 
Kids 6-12: $29.95 + tax 

Tickets available in the office or call 416 203-0929.

QCYC Sailpast 
Saturday May 17th, 2014

Sailpast Schedule 
1205 Skippers Meeting    
1345 Review Of The Fleet   
1600 Sail Past of the Fleet in   

the Lagoon with 
Bagpipers 

1630 Commodore’s Punch   
Bowl Reception 

1745 Formal Dinner     
1755 Head Table Piped In    
2030 Head Table Departs for  

Flag Lowering Ceremony 
2042 Sunset Flag Lowering  

Ceremony 
2045 Dancing to Fathead 

Music by FATHEAD 
With two Juno Awards to their 
credit, the FATHEAD sound is 
steeped in the blues, married 

with the best roots music.

So that makes a good introduction to the topic 

of lockers. Locker allocation is surprisingly 
complex and it has taken a team effort to make 
it as smooth as possible. I am deeply indebted 
to John Heath and Ron Mazza in this effort. 
So far, I believe all requests for lockers have 
been satisfied. Please be patient in any moves 
that you need to make; the change-overs will 
go easier when members work together. Please 
bear in mind that there is a delay, due to weath-
er, in readying the new lockers for occupancy. 

One of the older locker blocks was refurbished 
last year and this program will continue. Re-
pairs are needed and a face-lift is definitely in 
order to bring these locker blocks up-to-snuff. 
Usually one member per block leads a team in 
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cause we’re friendly, we normally need something, 
like someone to get on a boat and release lines. 
Or get a part. Or get us a tow. If you’re in a boat 
and see us waving, it’s because the barge doesn’t 
turn or stop very quickly, or there’s a thousand 
pound block that we lost right in front of you. 

Enjoy the summer when it arrives.

Learn to Sail 
Eric Whan, learntosail@qcyc.ca

Let’s Go
Trepid and excited 
junior club kids huff-
ing lunch bags and 
lifejackets onto the 
Queen for the first 
time in the morn-
ing with anticipa-
tion. The same kids 
disembarking back 
city-side after their 
first day of the sea-
son on the water, most grinning ear to ear, 
some exhausted, wet, overexposed, or all of 
the above (you can easily pick out the lifers). 

For us, these are forgotten images from last year 
right now. When you recall them with intention, 
though, you can’t help but grin. Because they look 
and act exactly like we do now, today. We’re haul-
ing our essentials over for the day and are keen 
to get the action underway. Sure, bottom paint 
doesn’t taste like chocolate milk, but they’re equal-
ly important. And we end our day looking the 
same: fulfilled on a bad one and thrilled on a good.

2014 will be a special year for the Learn to Sail 
program at QCYC. Arguably the beginning of 
another era, even. The opening of new buildings, 
fittingly during a big anniversary year, will dif-
ferentiate QCYC’s contribution to youth sailing 
from all other clubs around. And the team effort 
that will have gone into its realization will set all 
of us members apart from those of other clubs. 

I like to describe QCYC to some people as more of 
a collective or co-op than a yacht club, since they 
can better relate to the former. While all sailors 
share many of the same admirable (and marginal-
ly dubious) characteristics, I’d say the accomplish-

ment of the new buildings makes us rather unique. 

It demonstrates QCYC’s commitment to Learn 
to Sail programming and has helped attract 
students and a dynamic new and returning 
team of coaches for 2014. Jamie, our senior 
head instructor introduces them as follows 
(look for more about them in the June Clipper):

“On the team we have QC veteran Rachel Har-
ris and Austin Stein from RCYC who will be 
running the raddest CANSail 1/2 program on 
the lake together. We have QC Sergeant Daniel 
“Chin-Ups” Sheedy who is moving up to be our 
CANSail 3/4 coach and also the official director 
of making children run and filming epic Go-Pro 

videos. Finally, we have the lovely Rachel Kozicz 
who will be coaching CANSail 5/6 and working 
with Daniel to lead our race team to victory.”

LTS has its team in place, online promotion 
and registration operating, and its visions clear. 
But the work is far from done, and the Club 
will be looking for able volunteers to help the 
new buildings through to completion--and most 
importantly celebration by the end of May. 

We make stuff happen together and the ef-
fort is rewarding. When you’re out in har-
bour lining up for Sailpast, check the view of 
the grounds from the northeast of the Club 
again. You’ll see what I mean. So Let’s go.

Board Updates
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The members of the Committee are Richard 
Slee, Pat Whetung, Tony Araujo, Joan Allison, 
Don Hinchley, and Yves Florak. We also have 
support and assistance from Wayne Lilley Advi-
sor, David Hall, Linda Toms and Trevor B. Spurr. 

When our flotilla of boats visit Etobicoke (June 28-
29) and Niagara on the Lake (August 2-4) Yacht 
Clubs, we will promote our 125th on our two cruis-
es.  The leader of the flotilla will fly a large flag de-
signed by Yves Florak. The leader will leave an 1889-
2014 QCYC Burgee with each Club as a memento.

A letter from the Commodore will be sent to other 
Yacht Clubs around the lake inviting them to our 
events and giving them a 125th Anniversary Bur-
gee. There will also be specific invites to our clos-
est Clubs’ Commodores and spouses (RCYC, IYC, 
NYC and ABYC) to attend the Commodores Ball.

We have approached the City for a proclama-
tion of our 125th to fly our 125th Anniver-
sary Flag at City Hall. If we can find a vol-
unteer, we plan to compile a Music CD of 
vintage popular music from the 1890s to 2010s.

We will be holding the following events 
to celebrate our 125th Anniversary:
• Participate in the Great Lakes Marine Museum 
at Kingston’s event on the history of recreation-
al sailing after WW II starting May 5, 2014.
• May 25, 2014, 2pm - Visit to Thomas World grave 
in St. James Cemetery – Lay a Wreath with a min-
ister’s blessing, short presentation on the history 
of our first Commodore by Don Hinchley, and 
then retire to a local Pub afterward to celebrate. 
• May 31, 2014 - dedication of new buildings 
and 125th time capsule in Lobby of Club House.
• June 1, 2014 we will participate in Island 
House Tour (see details in this Clipper).
• June 2, 2014 - Council of Commo-
dores’ meeting at the Club with recep-
tion and perhaps a short presentation
• June 7, 2014 3 pm - Dedication of 125th 
QCYC Toronto Heritage Plaque on 
Wards Island dock with reception to fol-
low at Club House with wine and cheese.
• June 14, 2014 – We will hold a Movie Night from 
7 to 8:45pm in the Great Hall using the best foot-

age and pictures from the last 125 years. We will 
have members introduce the movies/pictures giv-
ing some background on the history and people in 
the movies/pictures. There will be a break mid-way 
through the movies. We have identified more mov-
ies in 2013 that were digitalized that we will also use. 
• June 15, 2014 Blessing of the Boats 130th 
Anniversary of St. Andrews Island Church.
• August 15, 2014 - Heritage Celebration at Club, 

CN Tower lit in Blue, White and Gold, declara-
tion of special day for QCYC and fly of 125th 
Anniversary Flag at City Hall. At an event at the 
Club from 7-9pm, everyone is to dress in blue, 
white and gold. Wayne Lilley will give a short 
presentation on the history of the Club. Past Com-
modores and long-time members will be invited 
to share their memories and there will be small 
five minute presentations with reminiscences 
from audience during the presentation (or after). 
Boats are to be lit up at mooring for a night time 
cruise (parade of lights) around the harbour.
• August 16, 2014 - 125th Anniversary Commo-

Board Updates

QCYC 125th Anniversary Committee
Richard Slee, Chair communications@qcyc.ca
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dore’s Ball at the Club with  Big Band music, pe-
riod dress up, with dinner based on 1905 Menu.
• September 13, 2014 - Heritage Day –Mov-
ies, updated display boards and signed pho-
tos of members over time will be displayed.

We will hold raffles for 
Centenary Books, special 
items e.g. historical pen, for 
the year at Heritage Show, 
sell Movie Night DVDs 
(2012, 2013 and 2014).

Projects for 2014/15
Members of the Club have 
volunteered to research five 
year historical periods for 
the 125th Anniversary Book: 
1990-94 – Peter Ashby; 
1995-99 - Tony Araujo; 2000-
04 - David Hall; 2005-09 
Don Hinchley and 2010-15 
– Trevor Spurr.  Drafts will 
be completed for editing by 
August. We will continue to 
identify and collect docu-
ments (minutes, stories, 
Clippers, Flash, Quick 
Clipper, correspondence), 
pictures, drawing/painting, 
newspaper articles, publi-
cations, stories and videos 
with the help of members. 
We will continue to convert 
movies (magnetic tape, 8 
and 16 millimetre) and to 
collect and scan pictures.

We will attempt to identify 
QCYC family connections 
going back to earlier periods 
in the Club’s history; iden-
tify members who served in 
WW1 and II (and other wars 
plus Coast Guard) and cre-
ate an honour role of those 
members and post in Club. 
For identifying past mem-
bers of QCYC who served in 
WW II or the Coast Guard, 
we will put out a Remem-
brance Day request in the 
Quick Clipper. We will cre-

ate a top 125 in 125 (members to be honoured who 
contributed over the 125 years – living and dead).

Every two weeks we are posting history bites to 
the Quick Clipper. We plan to develop a souvenir 

for 2014 to sell e.g. issue special anniversary pins 
using the 125th logo. We will be using the logo 
developed by Yves Florak for the Quick Clipper, 
Clipper, Website and Letterhead in the year 2014.

QCYC Lobsterfest  
Saturday June 21st, 2014

Fiddle Stix is 
inspired by extreme 
electric violinist 
Steve Bowen and 
features a musical 
genre that fuses 
electric violin with all 
styles of music 
played with a distinct 
Rock and Roll flair.

JUICE has become 
an established act in 
the Canadian music 
scene. Drawing 
influences from 
classic soul and R&B 
and combining them 
with the modern 
sounds of indie rock 
and hip-hop.

Afternoon Evening

It’s QCYC’s Annual Lobsterfest! 

A day full of food, friends and fantastic 

musical double bill.

Your choice of Whole Live Lobster  

(or Steak) with baked potato, salad and 
trimmings.


Early Bird: $39.95 + tax (until June18th)

Regular Tickets: $44.95 + tax


Kids 6-12: $19.95 + tax

Tickets available in the officer or call 416 203-0929
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Having come from a long history of lighthouse 
keepers in my family, I feel it’s appropriate to write 
an article to raise awareness for Canada’s most 
architecturally significant structures in maritime 
history. With advancements in technology, light-
houses have been slowly replaced by more modern 
maritime navigational tools. The erosion of the im-
portance of lighthouses around Canada have been 
deemed surplus as defined by the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. In 2012, the government 
closed the doors, after a two year submission pe-
riod, to petitions to nominate our historic light-
houses for designation and protection under the 
Heritage Lighthouse Protection Act (HLPA). The 
funding to support these historic structures has 
dried up leaving those that are not protected by 
the HLPA in a state of disrepair. This has forced 
all those who care about these iconic structures to 
reach out to the public for support in an effort to 
improve sustainability. It is an unfortunate situa-

tion and one that I believe is unwarranted as these 
are the castles of maritime Canada and should be 
protected and 
honored as such. 

In this article, 
I will highlight 
some of the 
l i g h t h o u s e s 
built along the 
St. Lawrence 
River. I have 
also included 
the website for 
their respec-
tive non-profit 
groups if you 
wish to reach out and make a difference 
in the future of preserving a piece of our
national maritime heritage. 

Southwest Point Lighthouse, Anticosti Island, Q.C:

The lighthouse at Southwest Point was built in 
1831, the first constructed on Anticosti Island. Not 
only was it the first lighthouse built on the island, 
it was the first in Canada to be constructed with a 
revolving light on the top. At the time the South-

west Point 
lighthouse was 
built, it held 
the important 
role of protect-
ing ships from 
the treacherous 
southern tip of 
the island in or-
der to maintain 
the trade links 
between the 
colonies and 

Europe. Colonial trade 
was of the utmost importance to the development 
of Canada and marine passage through the St. 
Lawrence was crucial to keeping those lanes open.

Articles

Save Our Canadian Lighthouses! 
Richard W. Pope, rpope@cclgroup.com

Southwest Point Lighthouse, Anticosti Island, QC, circa 2008 
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With the automation of the light, the keepers 
were removed from the station, and the tower fell 
into disrepair. In 2006, Southwest Point Light-
house was listed on the Heritage Canada the 
National Trust’s website as one of Canada’s top 
10 heritage sites at risk. In August of 2011, the 
top portion of the neglected tower collapsed, and 
the remaining portion is slowly following suit.

In 2012, the Pope family, who were the light-
house keepers at Southwest Point 
Lighthouse for three generations 
created the Southwest Point Light-
house Preservation Society with the 
aim to preserve the remaining light-
house structure and maintain the 
family cemetery located at the point.
For more information, please visit 
the website www.southwestpoint-
lighthouse.com 

Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse, 
Presqu’ile Provincial Park, ON

The lighthouse was completed in 
1840 and the 69 foot tower at a final 
cost of 1,150 pounds and was situated 
on the eastern most point of the pen-
insula in beautiful Presqu’ile Provin-
cial Park. The poor quality limestone 
and sand tower was surrounded by a 
timber girdle to protect the lighthouse 
walls from cracking in 1894 which 
still remain on the structure today. 

Today, the lighthouse is home to 
family picnics and park visitors dur-
ing the summer months. There’s a 
keepers cottage located nearby that 

is part of the heritage cen-
tre for the lighthouse pro-
viding information on the 
history in the region. The 
Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse 
Preservation Society is cur-
rently working to restore 
the lighthouse and have 
done a great job of build-
ing community awareness 
and support for the cause. 

For more information, 
please visit the website 
www.presquilepointlight-
house.ca 

With that said, here’s your homework – take 
a moment to visit our government’s website to 
learn more about the surplus lighthouse list: 
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/media/infocus-
alaune/2010/02/index-eng.htm. 
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me! 

Articles

Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse, Presqu’ile Point Prov. Park, ON 
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A Bit of QCYC 
History
By Rosalind Ross with content by Wayne 
Lilley, Mary Partridge and Nancy Kent

When Garry and I joined QCYC back in August 
’94 the focus was entirely on building a cradle 
in time for haul-out. The Shadow was merely a 
giant toolbox and conversations were limited 
mostly to considering, or dodging, unlimited ad-
vice from long-time members. One term did crop 
up over a few sips at the end of the day and it 
was a puzzle. Peckerheads? Um, was it a bird 
reference or, more likely at Queen City, an off-
colour remark? This summer I decided to solve 
what was still a bit of a mystery after all these 
years. All we knew was that the Peckerheads 
were a bunch of members who went cruising 
together. Who and when remained vague to us 
and certainly would be for new members. I sent 
an email to suss out the story and got a wonder-
ful reply from Mary Partridge and Wayne Lilley:

“The Peckerhead name came from Bruce Rob-
inson. He was a QC member in the 1980s (not 
sure when he joined). He was Mooring chairman 
or Yard chairman for a while. He would bellow 
up and down the yard, or the lagoon: “HEY, YOU 
PECKERHEADS get down here and help.” We 
had just joined the club in 1983 when we heard 
Bruce yelling like that to a team of people al-
ready working hard to move tires in the lagoon. 
We looked at each other and thought “What the 
hell kind of club have we joined?” Bruce was the 
funniest guy in the yard. One day, in the yard, he 
stopped all activity. “Turn off the winch, every-
body over here, I am going to show you some-
thing.” He then totally centered out a member 
dressed in white like he was going to a convention 
in Atlantic City (but who actually was on his way 
to his locker to change so he could launch boats). 
“THIS is how yacht club members should dress 
to work in the yard,” Bruce proclaimed, pointing 
to the guy. “You Peckerheads are sloppy look-
ing.” The poor guy took it well. It was difficult for 
anyone to get angry at Bruce whose philosophy 
was that work got better when you had fun at it.

Towards the end of the ‘80s, Peter and Tracy 

Jones had already cruised south a couple of 
years. Sari and Peter, David and Nancy Kent, 
Dieter and Sheila Heins, Bruce and his wife Di-
ana all decided to go at once in 1992. Sari and 
Peter bought a new boat in Maine, Dieter Heins 
was just completing Pilger (“I’m just screwing 
on the tabletop”), the steel boat he built along-
side Geoff Turner. In the end, four boats [was it 
5 boats? did Peter and Tracy go in ‘92?] intended 
to go south at the same time. They decided before 
going that they should hold a meeting to discuss 
their plans. At that meeting someone suggested 
they form a club. When looking for a name, they 

decided that, since they were all Peckerheads, it 
would be the Peckerhead Cruising Club (PHCC). 

The name sometimes changes. Nancy Kent called 
it the Woodpecker Club when, say, talking about 
it with her mother. It saved a long explanation. 
On the other hand, we recall cruising in the 1000 
Islands and having a dinghy come up, having seen 
our QCYC burgee. The driver introduced herself 
as Bev, Bruce Robinson’s daughter. “I expect you 
guys all get called Peckerhead by my dad,” she 
said. “That’s what he called us kids all our lives.’’

Anyway, we were among the hangers-on who came 
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to those meetings because the food and booze were 
great and because we knew how to spell “cruis-
ing” and “peckerhead”. The group expanded, 
mainly out of friendship at QCYC rather than 
any particular qualification. In addition to the five 
couples mentioned, it included Ann and Steve, 
Pam and Ron, Fran and Mark, Linda Toms and us.

Much was made of the PHCC by those who were 
in the original group that went south in 1992. 
When around other cruisers they portrayed PHCC 
as an exclusive group for high-falutin’ sailors. The 
portrayal was false, of course, but many beers 
were accepted as payment for out-of-town PHCC 
memberships. Back in Toronto after the group 
returned, meetings would often include cruisers 
from the U.S. that members had met while away.

In some ways, the early meetings (after the origi-
nals returned) spoofed yacht club culture. For a 
number of years they were held at the house in 
Picton that Mark Millen’s father Charlie built 
in a maple bush; it was big enough to accom-
modate all the Peckerheads. The idea at meet-
ings was that the various officers – Commodore 
(typically whoever couldn’t make the meeting 
was elected), Vice, Treasurer, Planning, Cruis-

ing Coordinator, etc – had to give reports. The 
more outrageously extravagant, the better. Di-
eter Heins in particular spent days preparing 
hilarious presentations, complete with graphics.

Extravagance has been the PHCC leitmotif. At 
the annual Xmas party, gifts in the fashion of re-
galia are exchanged. Most are emblazoned with 
a red woodpeckerish character known as Kalik, 
designed by Steve Manley and named after the 
Bahamian beer. PHCC regalia, featuring Kalik 
somewhere, is bought (or more often created) to 
be as odd a gift as can be dreamed up. PHCC 
artifacts (Tracy Jones is the PHCC museologist, 
I believe) include a burgee, egg-warmer, post-
age stamps (yes, useable, too!), spools of ribbon, 
baseball hats, toast tongs, fleece blankets, CDs, 
a calendar, steel garden figures, and wine stop-
pers. When a Peckerhead discovers at any time in 
the year an item that resembles Kalik, it is im-
mediately purchased and later turned into a gift.

If there has been concern within the PHCC, it 
has been that it might appear to be some kind of 
exclusive clique. Most have taken pains to avoid 
that impression. And no Peckerhead would ever 
put the PHCC ahead of Queen City, to which 

we all remain devoted first and foremost. In 
fact, PHCC remains close now to what it was 
originally, merely a group of friends who get to-
gether a number of times during the year and 
who would probably do so if PHCC didn’t exist.”

Nancy Kent had a bit to add to the story: “5 
QCYC boats left August 1991. Us (David and 
Nancy) on Zarabanda; Dieter and Sheila on Pil-
ger; Bruce and Diana on Pure Magic; Peter and 
Sari on Willow’s Wind and Peter and Tracy on 
Paragon.  Mary’s right; the burgee and name 
launched us all on our adventure at a (what else) 
party a few weeks before departure. Great fun 
was had from the beginning. Our departures were 
from different locations and at different times. 
Our first rendezvous (four of the five boats - Pure 
Magic was trucked to Annapolis) was Labour 
Day weekend, RCYC, Great Kills, New Jersey. 
The four PHCC burgees were flying proud at the 
very hospitable Richmond County Yacht Club.”

There are more stories out there that don’t show 
up in the photos or documents being collected for 
the 125 Anniversary. If you know another tale 
just send it along to rozconnections@rogers.com
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Haul Out/Potluck Dinner

photos by Don Hinchley and Genia Vanderkruk
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Groundhog Day/St. Patrick’s Day/Work Parties

photos by Christine Short, Peter Ashby, Jacqui Cook, Trevor Spurr, Don Hinchley, Heather Jackson, John Carrol and Genia Vanderkruk
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At the end of the day, last Sunday, Vic Coram 
(Sayonara / HYC) had completed Race Committee 
Boat duties and attempted to raise anchor from 
a depth of seventy feet.  Finding an extra heavy 
weight, they continued to raise the anchor, only to 
find that they had hooked onto a mast and rigging 
– complete with spinnaker and spinnaker pole, 
along with some fibreglass pieces of deck/hull. 

The mast was old, corroded and encased with 
zebra mussel shells but there it was. Wild spec-
ulation surfaced over the next couple of days.  
I saw the mast being dragged in on Sunday 
but didn’t see it closely until today after Jaan 
Koster told me the sail number “251” on the 
spinnaker – that’s when I took more interest.

Roll back the clock – to about June 
1969 – Queen City Yacht Club.
Mike Albisser, a good friend, an accomplished 
sailor and a very hard to beat racer headed out 
to the Bay of Quinte from QCYC. I recall, it was 
a great day with nothing bad predicted.  Mikes’ 
wife was to drive to Belleville and the two 
friends were to return to Toronto with the car. 

Sailing by the bluffs area near what is now Bluff-
ers Park, Mike and his friends were having a great 
spinnaker run with all going well until wind lev-
els increased dramatically. With some discussion 
taking place about bringing down the chute, they 
were enjoying the ride but waited too long. The 
boat broached and they were in trouble. With 

the boat on its’ side the spin-
naker filled with water, sheets 
were released and finally the 
halyard was released to the 
point where it was knotted 

and couldn’t be completely freed. At his point the 
cockpit (oh yes, this was a 23’ O’Day Tempest) 
was very quickly filling up with water.  An open 
companionway allowed water into the cabin and 
the boat went down in a couple of minutes.  The 
early models of the Tempest did not have a fibre-
glass bulkhead but rather had a canvas bulkhead 
with an opening zippered companionway. For 
those who were sailing at that time know there 
were no VHF radios let alone Lorans or GPS’s on 
these small sailing vessels. All those came later. 

I recall Mike telling me about not being able to 
find the life jackets that he knew were in the 
cockpit locker prior to heading out earlier in the 
day. The boat was going down, they were well 
offshore, cold water and no jackets. Finally, and 
luckily it hit him that jackets float – the boat was 
filling with water. The cockpit and lockers were 
now filled providing water for the jackets to be 
floating high up beneath the cockpit coaming. 
With difficulty, they were able to get two good 
jackets and one older one as the boat went down. 

Mike, a polio victim as a child, also the one with 
the older and disintegrating life jacket was the 
first to begin to succumb to the cold. They all were 
thinking they were done when a Shark from RCYC 
came into sight. With much yelling 
and screaming, they were heard and 
the Shark came toward them. Soon 
they were aboard safely. Within a 
few minutes the Toronto Harbour 
Police launch came alongside and 
enquired about a boat in trouble 
and sinking which had been spot-
ted and reported by someone living 
on the bluffs. Mike advised that it 
was them and what had happened. 

After being without a boat 
for a while, Mike bought 
a Shark.  Life and sailing were never the 
same and he sold it shortly afterward. 

Back to the present – With the Committee Boat 
crew lifting the mast, parts of the boat must have 
disintegrated and simply came apart. I guess that 
is what happens to submerged fibreglass after 

some forty years. I can’t explain getting the mast, 
rigging and spinnaker pole without raising the 
boom as well. That will remain a secret of the deep.

Incidentally, the O’day Tempest was my first keel boat. 

The O’Day Tempest

In the early 1970’s, at Oakville Yacht Squadron 
there were nineteen O’day Tempests providing  
very competitive racing for those in the western 
Toronto area racing fleet. We had six at QCYC – 

mine was  “Desperado”,  # 271. Our Wednesday 
night racing was challenging. I travelled all over 
Lake Ontario, and if anyone asks, I still say it was 
a great boat. Many of the Oakville and Queen 
City Tempest owners, myself included, gradu-
ated to the Viking 28’s, and the racing continued.
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A short rambling by Don Roe (former member of QCYC)

Toronto Harbour, April ‘71  Yes that’s me back there.

Tempest Internet pictures courtesy of http://sailboatdata.com
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Peter arrived on Centre 
Island in 1934 and even 
though he has lived 
on the mainland since 
1980, he still considers 
himself an islander. His 
prized possession as a 
young boy was a model 
sailboat which helped 
teach him how to sail. 
He spent hours practic-
ing with it on the la-
goons off Centre Island 
where his family lived 
before the houses were 
replaced by parkland. 
Next came a Peterbor-
ough Pal 10’ dinghy fol-
lowed by an unbroken 
line of 12 prized sail-
boats up to his current 
J-28, “Dove”. His late 
teenage years were cen-
tered on a homebuilt ply-

wood outboard which was more 
useful for water-skiing and 
squiring the island girls about, 
but sailing was his passion.

In 1955 Allan Rae Jr. convinced Peter to join him 
racing International 14s and there just happened 
to be one for sale at QCYC. It was a sister ship to 
Allan’s own beloved “Allo”. Al Rae Senior, a bul-
wark of the Club for many 
years had built two 14’s 
from bare hulls in partner-
ship with Ed Stanger. The 
sails were Egyptian cotton 
and the lines were four 
strand hemp. There was 
no initiation fee at the time 
and student membership 
was $45 plus the locker fee 
of $25; so for $70.00 the 
first of 59 years of mem-
bership at QCYC began.

Work parties have always 
been a necessary part of 
belonging to QCYC and 
it started early for Peter, painting the flagpole with 
Allan from a bosun’s chair.  In l970 he and the 
other dinghy sailors joined together in develop-

ing the area in front of 
the then dinghy shed by 
bringing in a barge full 
of sand and a conveyor 
belt to level the area 
with the help of wives 
and girlfriends. (This be-
came Tracy’s first major 
work party!)   Allan had 
the challenge in mind of 
developing the Interna-
tional 14 fleet at QCYC.

“We started with three 
boats stored in large, 
individual lockers lo-
cated in the ground floor 
of the club house.” In 
1959 the Club built the 
new dinghy shed while 
in the process of clear-
ing the ground floor of 
the club house and to 
encourage the new fleet.

There was room for eight boats. By 1966 the din-
ghy shed was full and an additional four bays 
were added.  The shed was a hive of activity for 
the dinghy sailors as this competitive class de-
veloped. Some owners finished their boats from 
bare hulls, all were constantly tinkering with their 
rigs and multitude of controls.  Peter finished 
both his 2nd and 3rd 14s from bare hulls.  For-
tunately he was living close by at 7 Seneca where 

his daughter still lives,  so there was little com-
muting time. Son Clayton spent four years at 
QCYC Junior Club and turned out to be a natu-
ral sailor who is a continuing help to his Dad.

After 20 years of 
intensive racing, 
business became 
too demand-
ing and so the 
decision was to 
try less stress-
ful sailing; enter 
the cruising sail-
boat phase.   In 
1975 Peter and 
Tracy bought a 
C&C Redwing 
30 which was as-
signed a slip now 
known as Blue 
6; (now 39 years 
later “Dove” has 
this slip).  Next came a C&C Corvette followed 
by a Nonsuch 30.  In l986 Peter sold his small sub-
contracting company and preparations for more 
extensive cruising began. In l987 they departed for 
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Peter Jones Member Profile
By Richard Slee

Peter Jones at the helm of Dove, his current boat.

1942: Top two are friends of the Jones family, next is 
Peter Jones’ sister Mary, brother Redfern, mother Edith, 

and Peter with model boat.

Peter at the helm of the 14 going 
through the gap in “Typee”. The races 
were cancelled that day as you might 
tell by the water outside the gap 
but he and Johnny went for a sail!

In l966 Peter and John Lye were sailing “Typee” when they won the Buzzards Bay Bowl 
(in Massachusetts); George Corneil Cup; Parkinson Trophy; and 3 or 4 LSSA trophies.

continued on page 22
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the U.S. East coast and Bahamas for a year. The 
following summer was spent in the North Chan-
nel where it was determined that a larger boat with 
a larger galley and a furling genny would facili-
tate the crew requirements. So the spring of 1990 
found them sailing a Passport 40 home from Lake 

Michigan with the help of Wayne Lilley and David 
Kent in parts.  “Paragon” was prepared and de-
parted for the U.S. where they enjoyed her for two 
winters and then sold her in Florida. Peter found 
it strange being at the club boatless, however Peter 
Broecker remedied that by finding a Soling that 
was looking for new owners; and so the Flying 
Queens (Peter Jones, Peter Broecker, David Kent 
and Wayne Lilley) bought and modified “Smooze” 
which they enjoyed day sailing and club racing in.

In l995 the Jones sailed their 5th keelboat, a Tartan 
37 which they named “Tapas”, up from New Jersey.  
A long list of cruising upgrades took three winters 
to complete and then it was off down the waterway 
again, this time turning west across Florida via 
Lake Okeechobee to spend the next two winters 
between St. Petersburg and Ft. Myers,  visiting ex-
cruisers and QCYC members in that area.  “Tapas” 
returned to QCYC and was sold to Dwight and 
Carol Hamilton who continue to cruise aboard her. 
Finally in 2006 “Dove” was purchased and contin-
ues to nurture Peter’s lifetime passion for sailing.

Over the last three years I have done inter-
views of 11 Board Members for the Clipper. 
Usually it is fairly easy as over that time I 
have developed a set of questions which I 
send to the respective member in advance 
suggesting that we can meet for the inter-
view or they can answer the questions and 
I will write up the profile. Of course with 
Steve Gigiel, our entertaining Moorings 
Chair I should have realized that the pro-
cess would not follow the same route as it 
usually does. Looking at the following re-
sponse I decided that trying to put it into the 
normal profile was beyond my abilities so I 
have left it as Steve has written it. Enjoy.

Richard Slee, Editor
_________

When Richard, our Communications Chair, sug-
gested that we submit profiles for the Clipper, I 
imagined answering simple questions over a good 
sized New York Steak with a couple of bottles of 
good French red wine, washed down with a couple 
of brandies on someone else’s expense account.

That’s not how it works at Queen City Yacht Club. 
I got an email and questions. Given that I think 
this is like some sort of test I would have thought a 
sheet of paper and a pencil would have been nice.

Q1 - How did you become interested in sailing?
Ummmm
Q2 - How long have you sailed and on what 
boats?
Ohhh, tricky
Q3 - What have you done sailing (racing and 
cruising)? Accomplishments and Awards?
Yeee, sheesh. These are tough.

And the questions went on.

How about I answer the first three in one go and 
forget the rest. Bear in mind, depending where 
you are in the story these recollections might not 
be strictly accurate. Looking back, such a short 
stretch of water in the middle of the home coun-
ties could not have supported a very good living 
for that many Pirates, and what were the charg-
ing buffalo doing there. But if my mother were 
alive today she would assure you that I frequently 
came home after a hard day of battling pirates 
and saving young girls from stampeding buffalo.

Early to mid 50’s I was taking my family for a 
Sunday afternoon walk. I remember this as we 
had just had Sunday dinner at lunch time. My 
family was perfectly balanced, mummy, daddy, 
sister and brother, oh, and auntie. I was in my 
push chair as the person in charge should not get 
their feet wet on the muddy foot path and any-

Member and Board Profiles

Peter and Tony Morris sailed their Tartan 37, “Tapas” across 
Albemarle Sound in very heavy conditions - the sign says:  
Main, 2 Reef points, wind 27.3 knots, smile factor 100%.

Peter Jones profile, continued from page 21 Board Member Profile:  Steve Gigiel
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way we had just ankled it two miles from Hare 
Hill to the meadow by the river Wey at Newark 
and I was tired. But my doze was interrupted by 
my dear, dear older brother pushing the push 
chair complete with me in my Sunday finery into 
the river Wey. After the usual lies, punishment 
and recrimination I finished up naked, with all 
my finery, including the private bits hung over 
the push chair to dry. I stood there and deter-
mined that next time I would go upon the water.

I had to wait for a couple of Christmases. Un-
der the tree was my first and only yacht I ever 
owned designed by Uffa Fox. The UF21 long and 
wide and shiny and nearly as tall as me. Too big 
for the bath or paddling pool. We went to Wis-
ley Pond, that wasn’t its real name that was just 
what we called it. And I made her go. Her two 
sails and rudder were controlled by lines and rub-
ber bands. And the first few times all went well, 
she sailed parallel to the shore to the other side 
of the bay, repeatedly, I expect my family would 
have said tediously. But disaster struck, she 
grounded out from shore. Now, family, I’m the 
captain and I’m not getting my feet wet. Dad took 
off shoes and socks, rolled up his trousers and 
fetched the yacht. After that I was informed that 
the boat must have a line attached at all times.

I did not like to be tethered. There was a way. 
Yacht on bike. Down to Dodds Bridge and the 
Wey Navigation Canal.  And I made her go. Back 
and forth across the canal, from towpath to field, 
running across the bridge to meet her. Wind shift, 
disaster, blown upstream towards the Anchor 
Pub and hung up on weeds. I could walk back to 
Dodds Bridge, cross there and walk down, or up to 
the Anchor and cross at Pyford Lock, but I’d still 
have to wade in. And these crossing points were 
a million miles away and someone would steal 
my yacht while I was gone. This is how I justified 
jumping in and “Doggy” paddling to the yacht. 
Once again I found myself naked, and my cloths, 
including the private bits, drying on the bushes.

A few years later, I think I was about eight, my 
friends and I built a raft at Dodds Bridge. We had 
a square rigger. We pushed the raft into the canal. 
Stepped on. And we made it go. We were head-
ing to the towpath. “Turn!”. Now, if we had not 
been young boys we would have a least checked 
the design of our Uffa Fox yacht and made a check 
list of all the required bits. There was no rudder. 
We hit the bank, two over the front and two over 

the back. Another of those drying experiences.

After a few weeks of experimentation we estab-
lished that you could not make a rudder out of tree 
branches, you needed a plank which we did not 
have, and could not find. But we discovered other 
things. If we took the nail out from boom and used 
string, you could turn the sail, and it made hiding 
the raft on the bank under the trees easier. If we 
all stood on one side, then the raft would turn.

During the summer we spent most of the day down 
on the canal, playing Pirates and Merchantmen. 
During the week the Pirate situation was manage-
able and the Merchant traffic was light. You really 
couldn’t tell the difference at first glance. It was 
just a boat going up or coming down. You could tell 
if a boat might be coming down, the current would 
first stop, then increase rapidly and then settle 
back to its really slow pace. Something had locked 
through at Pyrford. Merchantmen would slow 
down as they approached, sometimes they would 
give a friendly Tot-Tot, and we all moved to one 
side of the raft and turned 
out of the way. They would 
say hello, ask what was hap-
pening. “Clearing out the 
Pirates.”, “Your doing a good 
job, haven’t seen a Pirate 
since we left Newark, keep 
it up.” Some would say in 
a questioning way, “You’ve 
lost your rudder.” “We never 
had one, thanks for asking”.

Pirates approached at speed, 
long screaming blasts from 
double barreled, chrome 
plated air horns. Screams of 
“Get out of the way”, “What 
do think you’re doing”, 
“This isn’t a playground”. 
This was the time when 
we learned all sorts of new 
words that would come in 
handy later in life. We were 
never rammed, we learned 
to move quickly across 
the raft, trim the sail, and 
to deploy the emergency 
sails, a number of rather 
badly beaten umbrellas.

After an incident involving 

the Bailiff for the Angling Club which had the 
fishing rights, we met the farmer on whose land 
we kept the raft. He furnished us with a rudder 
and ensured that the Bailiff did not bother us 
again. We now had a movable sail and a rudder. 
And we sailed Monday to Friday between Dodds 
Bridge and the Anchor. Driving off the pirates so 
the Merchantmen could pass freely. This was our 
land Monday to Friday, at the weekends it was 
the home of the Anglers and weekend sailors.

I do not know what you know about square rigged 
rafts. It takes a lifetime, or most of the morning 
to go upstream against the wind and current. If 
someone locked through at Pyrford you grabbed 
branches, weeds, drove the raft into the bank any-
thing to stop being taken back to where you started. 
And tacking, even with the rudder, we still found 
ourselves occasionally getting out on to the bank 
or towpath, turning the raft, and pushing off again. 
Any misstep in handling the sail could set you back 

Board Member Profile

 

MuskokaRentalCottages.com 

UNFORGETTABLE 
FOLLY 

$3,950 week 

 
RENDEZ VOUS @  

ROCK INN 
$4,950 week 

For Sale $1,499,000 

SERENITY @ 
SHORESIDE 
$2,450 week 

 
HAPPY HIDEAWAY 

$1,750 week 

416-239-6860 
   south.muskoka.realty@sympatico.ca 

www.MuskokaRentalCottages.com 

 

continued on page 24



24

miles. And I mean set you back, square riggers 
can go from forward to reverse in an instant, we 
learned that this is “to Miss Stays” and be “Caught 
all aback”, and in anything over a gentle breeze 
was a disaster. Coming back was a piece of cake, 
except for stopping. Stopping always involved hit-
ting the bank or towpath and sometimes resulted 
in another drying experience. But we made it go.

Sometime around thirteen or fourteen I was 
given the chance to sail a real boat. A trying to 
be boyfriend of my sister took me out in an En-
terprise class dinghy. I now know he didn’t know 
how to sail. He wasn’t pleased with me but an-
other member of the club offered to take me out.

He taught me what all the extra lines were for, 
how and when to use them. He explained the 
four leaf clover shape of the sand pit made winds 
appear and disappear on sharp lines and to get 
inboard quick as you shot into the lee. He taught 
me about curving round the vortex from a head-
land. He taught me that when you were cold and 
wet and weren’t having fun, stop. He taught me 

idiots get buried in their Sunday best, and bad 
luck guys with their life jacket on. He taught me 
that if you have just been dumped out of a boat 
into cold water, strip naked and sit in the sun.

I taught him how to get a boat out of irons and sail 
backwards. I taught him how to use a line to repair 
a busted goose neck. I taught him to rock a boat all 
the way home. I taught him that the boat that had 
just screamed at us was a Pirate. We made it go.

Adolescence came along, it wasn’t too bad, lasted 
from the time I couldn’t get away with half fare on 
the bus, until I could get a beer in a pub. Four weeks.

Motorized transportation. Lambretta Scooters, 
BSA Bantums, BSA Tiger Cubs, I fell in love 
with Diana. She liked horses. I’ve made a lot of 
things go, but not horses, never quite got it right.

My parents moved down to Devon, I moved to 
West Byfleet and then Staines. In Staines I could 
get the occasional ride at one of the Londons 
reservoirs, the opposite of the sand pit, now we 
were above the general level of the land and not 
below it. Clear air. And we made it go. I would 

visit my parents who had 
moved down to Devon. 
I would go down to the 
coast at Seaton, Beer and 
Sidmouth and catch a 
ride with anyone want-
ing crew. Launching and 
retrieving on a shingle 
beach was a challenge.

After that, life calmed 
down, I got married, 
moved to Canada, Sailed 
Lazers out of Harbour 
Front, bought Pugwash, 
got divorced, only sailed 
as far as Niagara on the 
Lake, Oshawa, and Ham-
ilton. Got married, bought 
a house, crewed with Tony 
Pitts on Abigail, 2000 
I changed from TIM to 
QCYC. Race on Wednes-
day Nights. Fish for the 
mighty salmon. Keep the 
water out and the crew in, 
come back with the same 
people I left with, stop 
when it’s not fun. Winning 

is nice, but it’s so far down the list now I can’t find it.

But the magic moment happens every time I 
back the boat out, point down channel. Cut the 
engine, or slip into neutral, depending on traf-
fic and wind, and raise the sails. Coasting down 
the lagoon to the open water of the bay, fight-
ing the Pirates. But above all, making it go.

Profile of New 
Office Manager 
Laura Vanek

Laura came to us from the North Halton Golf 
& Country (Georgetown) where she was Gen-
eral Manager. While there she managed the 
club, negotiated a lease with an adjacent land 
owner securing the club’s financial future, 
and renegotiated many of their supplier con-
tracts, improving the Club’s economic position.

Before working at the golf club she was Director 
of Membership Sales & Marketing for two years 
at the Royal Canadian Yacht Club. At RCYC she 
created a new website, developed a new Mem-
ber Ambassador Program, put in a new phone 
system, and a new key card entry program.

Board Member and Staff Profiles

Steve Gigiel profile, continued from page 23
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Prior to RCYC she had worked in publishing for 
17 years at: Thompson ITP as a Sales Represen-
tative; Harper Collins Canada as Sales Manager; 
Canadian Copyright Licensing Agency as Direc-
tor, Licensing Administration; National Book 
Service as National Sales & Marketing Man-
ager and Bayard Canada as Director of Sales.  
As publishing was changing dramatically with 
the event of e-books she was looking for a new 
career path and was offered the job at RCYC.

Laura has a sailing background and was a mem-
ber at Cathedral Bluffs Yacht Club for three years 
where she had an Aura Columbia 8.7. She has her 
Intro to Keel Boat Sailing from Humber and a Can-
ada Coast Guard Pleasure Craft Operator Card.

She grew up in Mississauga and Oakville and 
currently lives in Brampton with her partner 
Steve, who owns a landscaping and construction 
company, and their two children.  Her son Justin 
will be 16 on Sunday (if she said 15 he would 
kill her) and Steve’s son Brady will be six in July.

She holds an Honours BA in Canadian Studies 
(Bilingual) from Glendon College of York Univer-
sity. She graduated top of her class in the Cana-
dian Studies Program. She is a Member of the Ca-
nadian Society of Club Managers (CSCM) and is 
working on her Club Manager Designation, hav-
ing completed two of the four foundation courses. 
She fell in love with club management because 
it’s not just a job. As she says “You have to truly 
care about the members and making their home-
away-from-home special or it is not the place 
for you. Every day brings something different”.

QCYC Sailors 
Win the Contest for 
2014 49er.ca Boat 
Grant!
The 49erFX is exhilarating, exciting and physi-
cally demanding to sail. Few get the chance to ride 
this double trapeze skiff. However the Canadian 
49ers Class Association (49er.ca) and Pitch Pole 

Skiff Products have joined forces and offered 
two young sailors the chance to race 49erFX for 
one season. The selected athletes for this year 

are QCYC members: Junior Club alumna Tim-
ma Flanagan and Race Coach Isabelle Ziarko.
Isabelle has coached QCYC Junior Club sailors for 
the past four years in the White Sail, Bronze and 
Race Team programs.  Presently, she is team-racing 
with University of London Sailing Team, compet-
ing in Firefly class on the British University Sailing 
Association regatta circuit. Timma is a QCYC 2012 
racing program graduate, presently racing with 
29er Shark Squadron at Royal Hong Kong Yacht 
Club. Both girls have raced 420s and 29ers, and 
will be training with the RCYC High Performance 
team this summer alongside representing QCYC.
 “As a team, we could not be more excited to have 
the chance to enter the class and work towards 
promoting it to sailors throughout North America. 
We hope to act as role models for young sailors in-
terested in pursing racing at QCYC, showing them 
just how awesome the sport can be and its endless 
possibilities. When we’re not training or at regat-
tas, you can bet on finding us helping out at the 
Junior Club! It’s going to be an amazing season!”

As the recipients of the 49erFX boat 
grant, Timma and Isabelle will compete 
on the 2014 Canadian Grand Prix circuit. 

Says Isabelle:
I have been sailing ever since I can 
remember- it has always been a 
huge part of my life and who I am. 
My family has spent many summers 
in QCYC on my Dad’s boat Ma-
zinaw and I consider it my second 
home. I began sailing at QCYC and 
IYC where I progressed to racing 
Optis and later Laser 2 and 420’s 
for five years.  I then raced 29ers 
with RCYC where I developed my 
love for sailing skiff boats. I have 
spent the last several summers race 
coaching at QCYC where I met 
and coached my awesome sailing 
partner, Timma. Rarely have I seen 
a sailor develop skills so quickly, 
and her passion and dedication for 
sailing easily matches mine. Hav-
ing coached her, sailed together, 
and become good friends. I am 
confident that we are a great team.

Says Timma: 
I grew up on the Island surrounded by boats and 
many lovers of the lake (one of them being Isa-
belle). When I was 13 I took my first sailing course, 
luckily it was taught by Jamie Ingall, Michael We-
ber, and Isabelle Ziarko. With Isabelle coaching I 
grew rapidly as a sailor. Over time I adopted the 
holistic approach to sailing - full of enjoyment, and 
a strong desire to race. I learned a lot in the 420 
with Isabelle as a coach, and when I was ready 
to move to 29er she supported and encouraged 
me. As coach and student we made a great team, 
and I know we will continue to do so as partners.

Timma is presently on a gap year, working as 
a classroom assistant in Hong Kong.  In the 
fall 2014, she will be starting a Foundation 
Year Programme at Kings University, Hali-
fax. Isabelle is a 2nd year medical student at 
St. Georges, University of London, England. 

To follow Timma and Isabelle’s 49erFX training and 
progress throughout the summer, like them at https://
www.facebook.com/flanaganziarkoFXsailing

Staff and Learn To Sail Profiles

Timma Flannagan (skipper) and Isabelle Ziarko (crew)
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In my last column, I described one of our es-
teemed Past Commodores miss-stepping off 
a sailboat into the water. Her auto inflation 
PFD worked as it was suppose to. Her only is-
sue was that the PFD rode up over her head 
as it didn’t have a crotch or thigh straps. 

The ISAF Offshore Special Regulations (OSR) 
2014-2015, with Sail Canada prescriptions, ad-
dress this problem by making the crotch or thigh 
straps mandatory for Category 0, 1, 2 and 3 races. 
The LO300/LO600, Susan Hood Trophy Race and 
LOSHRS Long Distance races are Category 3.

So now, we all have to do is go out and pur-
chase a PFD with the necessary straps. Well, 
as long as they meet the ISAF requirements of:
• an ISO 12402-3 compliant vest if manufactured 
after Jan 1 2012
• or equivalent, including EN 396 or UL 1180, if 
manufactured prior to January 1, 2012
• all above must be equipped with crotch/thigh 
straps, whistle, light, etc. with the Sail Canada 
prescription to include all UL 1180 vests for all 
years equipped with crotch/thigh straps.

Currently, no manufacturer sell such a unit 
in Canada that has Transport Canada (TC) 
certification. At least one sells add on straps. 
So, if you have that company’s version that 
accepts the strap add-on, you’re golden.    

Here’s the rub. Modifying the TC certified PFD 
invalids the TC certification. I learned at Ca-

nadian Power and Sail 
Squadrons’ training for 
Recreational Vessel Cour-
tesy Checks (RVCC) 
that simply writing your 

vessel’s name on a PFD invalidates TC’s cer-
tification.  The manufacturer clearly states 
that if you add their straps to their PFD, the 
resultant PFD no longer has TC certification. 

So in OSR CAT 3 races you need both the PFDs 
that need the OSR requirements as modified by 
Sail Canada and PFDs that are TC certified, i.e., 
are unmodified.  The former do not have to be TC 
certified, so could be ISO 12402-3 certified, such as 
a Spinlock Deckvest and many others or a UL 1180 
vest, such as a modified Mustang. The latter are 
there to meet TC requirements and can be the least 
expensive that compiles with the TC requirements.
There has been some discussion around TC ac-
cepting International Standards Organization 
(ISO) certification for PFDs. This would mean 
that if you purchased a PFD in the USA that 
had ISO certification, it would meet TC require-
ments for PFDs on a pleasure craft. Unfortu-
nately, this is progressing at less than a snail’s 
pace. So add this item to your list of issues 
when writing to your Member of Parliament. 

More information on the Offshore 
Special Regulations is available at: 
ISAF: 
www.sailing.org/documents/special-regs.php 
Sail Canada: 
www.sailing.ca/racing/offshore_racing_and_regu-
lations
LOOR: 
www.yachtscoring.com/emenu.cfm?eID=1011  

Quick Clipper 
History Bites 
Richard Slee communications@qcyc.ca

I have been writing Quick Clipper History 
Bites every two weeks since the beginning 
of the year to celebrate our 125th anniver-
sary. As many older members do not have 
email and some do not receive the Quick 
Clipper I decided I would publish them 
in the Clipper. Some of you might have 
missed them or enjoy reading them again.

January 7, 2014

Queen City Yacht Club celebrates its 125th 
Anniversary this year. As part of the cel-
ebration every Tuesday during 2014 the 
Quick Clipper will have a history bite.

Commodore Thomas “Tommy” Albert Edward 
World was our Club’s founding Commodore 
in 1889 at age 27. He was a driving force in the 
Club for its first 40 years and most likely the Club 
would not be here today if it was not for his lead-
ership and drive. He was Commodore a number 
of times, especially when the Club needed lead-
ership. His terms as Commodore included from 
1903 when our first Club House had just been 
built until 1909; from 1915 - 1918 during the 
first World War when all the young men joined 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force; from 1920-23 
when our Club House sunk into Toronto Harbour 
in 1920 and we moved to Sun Fish Island (now 
Algonquin Island) and new Club House was built 
in 1921; and his last time as Commodore was 
in 1926. He was Honourary Commodore when 
he died in April 18, 1947 at age 85. We will be 
visiting his grave in St. James Cemetery to lay 
a wreath on Sunday April 27, 2014. For further 
information on Commodore see the August 2011 
and August 2013 Clippers on the QCYC website.

January 21, 2014 

On July 21, 1921 the first meeting of the Board of 
QCYC was held at the new clubhouse on Sunfish 
Island (now Algonquin Island). At that meeting a 
committee was appointed to look into “data” on 
a marine railway. By October 1921 our first ma-

The On Water Safety Corner
By Graham Dougall rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

Articles
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rine railway was installed with the bulk of the 
material coming from RCYC at a cost of $60 with 
16 boats hauled out. By 1929 a new railway was 
planned to run north/south. The old railway ran 
east/west and there was great trouble when the 
winds were from the north. The old railway was 
also in need of repair so a new and better one was 
preferred. The new railway cost $3,000 to build. 
Marine Railway fees collected in 1929 were $175. 

Our next record of work on the railway was a total 
rebuild in 1961. In 1978 the railway was again re-
built with Ron Fisher’s (a long time member of the 
Club) company supplying much of the steel, and 
Fred Myerhofer (our current Honourary Commo-
dore) overseeing the reconstruction of the marine 
railway, complete with underwater re-grading. A 
new winch, to replace the ill-fated Ford V8, still 
sitting on its oil pan from an accident in 1975 
when it had come loose shooting down the tracks 
towards the lagoon, came from Bell Canada. 
Dave Kent, the equal of Fred in coming up with 
much needed equipment, acquired new cables 
from the contractor who built the CN Tower. 

In 1983 a new car engineered by Ron Fisher was 
purchased for the marine yard. In the same year 
Harry Smith a previous Moorings Chair and his 
son Wayne planned and supervised a system 
of portable ways for the dry sail area that in-
crease the number of boats that could be stored.

Under the supervision of a former Yard Chair 
and our current Commodore Steve Hills, the 
railway was rebuilt with concrete ties in 2005. 

Thanks goes to Wayne Lilley for most 
of this information that came from the 
Club’s Centenary Book which he wrote.

February 4, 2014 

Over the last 125 years our club house has been 
situated in three different locations. When we 
formed in 1889 we rented boat houses on the 
Toronto Canoe Club wharf which was located be-
tween York and Simcoe St. These burned and were 
rebuilt in 1894. In the picture 
beside you can see from left 
to right, RCYC, Toronto Ca-
noe Club, Argonaut Rowing 
Club and old Union Station.

In 1902 A. J. Lennox a mem-
ber and famous architect, who 

designed such buildings as old City Hall and 
Casa Loma, designed beautiful building which 
was situated on Argonaut Rowing Club’s wharf 
just to the east of our first location. It was lo-
cated at the foot of York Street and would now 
be under the Gardner Expressway as a result of 
infill. The following picture of the club house was 
taken circa 1910 from the Argonaut Rowing Club.

On July 7, 1920 the club house collapsed 
into Toronto Harbour due to dredging.

Ironically the new club house built in 1921 on 
Sunfish Island (now Algonquin) had been cre-
ated from dredgate 
from the harbour. 
The picture beside 
of the new club 
house (our cur-
rent club house) 
was taken in the 
1930s and shows 
the widow’s walk 
and seaplane base.

Various changes have occurred over the last 93 
years to our current club house on Algonquin Is-
land. In the late 30s the widow’s walk was removed 
(if you look up at the roof in the great hall you can 
still see the outline of the newer wood), in 1964 
the restaurant was added and by 1977 the last of 
the lockers, which used to occupy most the first 
floor, were moved to locker blocks on the grounds.

February 18, 2014

Safety on the marine railway has always been an 
issue as the following stories will point out. In 
1929 we used a hand winch on the marine railway 
and not the motorized winch we use today. My 
Grandfather Richard Henry Slee was winching 
a boat out when the dogs on the winch slipped 
and the handle came up seriously injuring his face 
and eye as described in this newspaper article: 

The accident ended his sailing career it most likely 
saved my grandfathers life as in 1939 when he 

Articles

continued on page 28
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volunteered to join the Canadian Navy for WW 
II he was rejected as medically unfit as he saw two 
images on top of each other from his damaged eye. 

In the early 1970s a motorized winch was welded 
to a metal plate mounted on a cement pad that you 
can still see behind the dinghy shed. The winch 
man Bobby Norton brought Andy Van Herk’s True 
Grit up and railway and a piece of lumber from the 
cradle became lodged in the track. Something had 
to give and unfortunately it was winch resulting 
in Bobby Norton suffering a couple of broken ribs 
and Tom Tomblin Snr. a broken leg. As there were 
still boats to haul a team began work, lubricated 
by a few pints. As the evening wore on the boy 
who had been delivering the pints was refused a 
new supply as the members in the club house were 
getting worried about the state of the team. The 
team responded “no more booze, no more haul 
out” (story from Wayne Lilley’s Centennial Book). 
When the Yard Chair harps about safety in the 
yard you will now know why.

March 4, 2014

QCYC held its first open race or what we would 
call an open regatta on September 21, 1889. When 
our Rear Commodore Graham Dougall and Chair 
Mark MacRae hold our Open Regatta this Sep-
tember it will mark 125 years of open regattas at 
QCYC. It must be pointed out that our first open 
regatta did not go as smoothly as the ones that our 
Rear Commodore and Chair organize these days. 
In 1889 eight boats started in the first class, but 
a squall from the northwest capsized one of the 
boats and the others went to its rescue losing any 
chance of winning. The Race Committee decided 
to rerun the race on October 5. However it dis-
barred the boat that had capsized! The second race 
was run more successfully with 15 boats (story 
from Wayne Lilley’s Centennial Book). Mark Mac-
Rae is hoping to get out 125 boats for our 125th.

March 18, 2014

Firsts at QCYC

July 17, 1889 the first clubhouse “boathouse No. 
101 with room above 
from W. H. Clinden-
ning for the season at 
the rate of $5 a month”

August 26, 1889 “The 
Toronto World” reports. 
“The above club has only 
been formed a month, 
has about 60 members 
and twenty boats and 
a nice club at Clinden-
ning’s west side. Its object 
at present is to promote 
the interest in sailing of 
boats 25 feet waterline and 
under. The committees 
appointed will do their 
best to make this club sec-
ond to none in Canada.”

July 31, 1889 first sailing 
committee, its house com-
mittee, chose its ensign 
(the Red Ensign with a 
gold maple leaf in the 
lower fly) and burgee (hor-
izontal stripes of blue and 
old gold with the initials 
of the club in the centre.)

August 10, 1889 Queen City’s first race was 
sailed and was won by W.H. Clindenning
August 15, 1889 Queen City re-
ceived its incorporation charter from 
the City of Toronto (original in Lobby).

September, 1889 the club hired its first staff - “a 
caretaker engaged at $3.00 a month to clean the 
club rooms every other day.” And had its first work 
party “... Mr. Endoll has kindly offered, along 
with others of the club, to take down partitions 
and do all necessary things connected therewith”

November 11, 1889 QCYC joined the Lake 
Yachting Racing Association and on Janu-
ary 24, 1890 adopted LYRA measuring rules.

April 3, 2014

How have communications changed over time at 
QCYC? In 1889 when the Club started the tele-
phone had been around for almost 10 years in 
Toronto though in 1892 Canadian still thought 
the phone as transferring information and tended 
to use it to set up appointments to speak to their 
friends. The main means of communications with 
members would have been announcements of up-
coming events and races in the local papers. The 
first mention of a phone that I have come across 
was the installation in the Club house on the Is-
land in 1921. The first newsletter was the “Red 
Ensign” in 1925 of which there are four surviv-
ing issues. Newspapers would have continued to 
play an important role. Unfortunately we have 
few records from the 30s as a zealous member 
burned the records while cleaning out the club 
house. Our next record of a newsletter was the 
1944 “Red Ensign” of which four issues survive. 
In 1948 we had the Kew Cee Digest a small card 
format newsletter of which we have four. The 
1950s have references to the appearance of “The 
Clipper” the first issue that we have is from 1958 
though it is obvious there were earlier editions. 
From 1960 onwards we have a solid collection 
of Clippers (all of these issues mentioned have 
been scanned and most are on the QCYC web-
site). In the 1960s until 2009 various publishers 
of the Clipper tried to get one out almost every 
month of the sailing season. That changed with 
the creation of the Quick Clipper under Com-
munications Chair, Roz Ross in February 2009 of 
the Quick Clipper. We now produce four issues. 

With the coming of the World Wide Web and email, 
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Jim Yates and Tony Cook started the ClipperNet in 
1998 which rapidly became the Flash, and by 2003 
it had become Queen City’s primary method of 
communication amongst its membership on a day 
to day basis, with over 90% of the club’s member-
ship subscribed. In the same year Jim Yates started 
the unofficial QCYC Website and Roz Ross in late 
1998 early 1999 establishes www.qcyc.ca which 
becomes the official website under the Communi-
cations Chair Tony Cook in 1999. Last year we 
went back to an older technology and established 
a Telephone Committee under Pat Whetung.

April 15, 2014

Our oldest newsletter that we know of is the 
“Red Ensign” from 1925 of which we have 
four issues. It was edited by G. S. Brownell. 

From the 1925 newsletter we learn that QCYC 
had developed what “was then known vulgarly as 
“Pep” besides good sportsmanship and hospitality 
(The Club continues to this day to have lots of en-
ergy!). At that time besides sailing members were 
engaged in bowling, cards, seamanship, dancing 
and “(we hope) tennis for which we are still wait-
ing”. Now you now know why we call the grounds 
by the launch/haul out slip “the tennis courts”. 
They also had formed teams that competed to get 
new members. The goal was to get 100 new mem-
bers. In February 1925 they appeared to have been 
without a telephone and Bell wanted $300 for in-
stalling the cable. There was a hope that a member 
would come up with the money (in those days a 
significant amount). The Club also had a Ladies 
Section who it seemed were engaged in organiz-
ing card games to raise money for curtains for 
the Club to make it more homelike for the men. 
The Vice Commodore was organizing Seamanship 
Classes given by the more experienced members. 

One thing that never seems to change is we were 
meeting with Parks and Harbour Commission-
ers to try to get the silt dredged from around 
our landing stage. In a later issue however it is 
mentioned that they were taking up the land-
ing so the “sand sucker” could come in to make 
deep water. The marine railway was also to 
be extended to allow larger boats with deeper 
draft to be hauled and it was decided to build a 
“spar” crane so that the famous QCYC yacht 
Madora (see picture in Great Hall) did not have 
to use its gaff for that purpose. The first boat 
in the water that year on April 26 was Madora.

In an article called “Spring is Here” there is this 
comment; “This is the season when in our shel-
tered cove at Sunfish (now Algonquin) Island one 
can see the Queen City sailors at work fitting out 
for the sailing season. There is a smile on every 
face, although this is hard to discern in some cases 
on account of the abundance of red lead paint, iron 
rust, grease and dirt. This fitting out process is one 
of the great levelling forces that a club could have. 
Its value in building the much desired comradeship 
between members as well as an “esprit de corps” 
for the Club is invaluable to those who believe in 
more than the mere superficialities of club life.” The 
Club also held Motorboat parties where members 
and their lady friends would go around the island 
followed by a picnic lunch and dance at the Club. 
There is also reference to a tender and rebuilding 
her with a donated six cylinder engine, clutch and 
pumps with Joe Churchill doing the carpentry.

The Club opened on May 25 of 1925 to ex-
treme cold. The ladies wore furs and the day 
before was the coldest on record in 85 years. 
QCYC hosted the Lake Sailing Skiff Asso-
ciation regatta that year. With a Stag or Smoker 
Party on Tuesday June 30 and on July 1 a dance.

There was mention of a 19 year old “Dick” R.H. 
Slee (Richard Henry my grandfather) a mem-
ber of the Sailing Committee who was quoted 
as saying “I will try anything once and if I 
like it I will try it again”. He also participated 
in the opening race on May 25 placing 4th.

The June issue was the last issue of 1925. 
The next “Clipper” that we know of would 
not appear for 19 years in 1944. The 
1925 issues are on the QCYC website.

Contributed by Don Hinchley

As we slowly move through retire-
ment, we need to keep ourselves occu-
pied with small projects --- like this guy.

I know, I saw it right away, too.... No safety glasses 
or hearing protection. And I caught something else 
that is really important: he has no gloves on. I might 
be up in age, but I am still sharp as a tack... No 
matter your age wear safety equipment in the yard.

Articles
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Mary Partridge has lived on Toronto Island 
since 1997 and is a long-time member of QCYC. 

Have you ever wished you could live in one of the 
charming houses on Toronto Island, surrounded by 
lagoons, beaches and gorgeous walking and biking 
paths? If so, you are not alone. There are 500 people 
on a list, all hoping to get a chance to buy an Island 
house when one comes up for sale. And thousands 
more have entered the almost-annual lottery to get 
their names added to it. But is it really worth it? Is 
life on Toronto Island as idyllic as it would seem? 

As a member of the Island community since 1997, 
I have come to appreciate living in one of Toronto’s 
most beautiful parks. It is a privilege I would never 
want to give up. In many ways, Island residents 
are lucky to live in one of Canada’s most attractive 
communities. But there is no denying there are 
times when I wish my home was on the mainland. 

For example, I would love to be able to park my car 
in front of my house to unload groceries and what-
ever else is in my car. When you live on the Island, 
you transport everything you need on the ferry in 
carts, wagons or bundle buggies. Renovating part 
of your house? Imagine bringing drywall, paint and 
other supplies on a flatbed wagon along the road 
and over the bridge to your home? It’s normally a 
10-minute walk from the ferry docks to my house 
but it feels a lot longer when lugging a huge load 
of supplies. We can bring a vehicle to the Island 
but the ferry fee is $100 for a car and $125 for a 
truck! Then, after we’ve unloaded, we have to race 

to get it back to the city on the last vehicle ferry. 

The ferry commute ($7 per round trip for adults) 
dictates many aspects of Islanders’ lives. The 
first boat leaves the Island at 6:45 am, and the 
last returns at night at 11 or 11:30 depending 
on the season. So someone whose job involves 
shifts that start at 7 or end at midnight would 
find living on the Island almost impossible. The 
schedule also affects our participation in events in 
the city. When we’re at a concert or the theatre 
or even a civic meeting in the city, we make sure 
our seats are close to the aisle so we can charge 
out in time to get the last boat. And we hope the 
Blue Jays game does not go into extra innings! 

Another inconvenience, depending on your 
point of view, is that there are no stores on the 
Island. No Mac’s Milk, Loblaws or Home Hard-
ware. Nada. No place to get a quart of milk, 
hamburger buns or chocolate bar to satisfy a 
late night craving. So grocery shopping - actu-
ally all shopping - is planned ahead thought-
fully. An Islander seldom returns to the Island 
from the city empty-handed. “I’m heading to the 
ferry dock. Need anything from the store?” is 
the most common cell phone call to the Island. 

On the other hand, the old-fashioned tradition of 
neighbourly sharing is alive and well on Toronto 
Island. With the help of the community email 
group, you can find pretty much anything you need 
... not just eggs and milk. Some of the items that 
neighbours have recently come up with include 
1/2 sheet 
of ½” dry-
wall, the 
2nd season 
of Game of 
T h r o n e s , 
and size 11 
ice skates. 
And yes, 
even that 
late night 
c h o c o -
late bar is 
likely to 
be found. 

Naturally, 
living in 
a park 
gives us a 

chance to meet many visitors, both Torontonians 
and tourists. Many are curious about our way of 
life. We tell them “Yes, we have postal delivery 
and garbage pickup and, yes, we pay the same 
city taxes as all other Toronto residents.” But 
when the inevitable question arises, we reply, “No, 
sorry, I cannot sell my house to you.” Indeed, by 
law, we cannot sell our houses to anyone except 
to the TIRCT (Toronto Island Residential Com-
munity Trust). The Trust, in turn, must offer it 
to the next person on the “list”. And the price of 
the house is strictly controlled. The value of our 
homes does not increase as it would “in the mar-
ket”. The system is designed to ensure that own-
ers cannot earn windfall profits, and that housing 
remains affordable. Over time Toronto Island 
will remain a mixed-income-level community. 

Our style of community living, in a beauti-

ful natural setting where bicycles far outnum-
ber automobiles, where neighbours not only 
know each other but connect with each other 
daily on the ferry rides to and from the city, 
make living on the Island worth all the difficul-
ties. It’s not for everyone, that’s for sure. But for 
those of us lucky enough to live here, it is pure gold.
 
Toronto Island House and History Tour, June 1, 
2014

Would you like to learn more about the Toronto 
Island community? Come to the Toronto Island 
House & History Tour, June 1, 2014. Residents, 
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TORONTO 
ISLAND LIFE 
by Mary Partridge

 

Boatloads of
Bright ideas for

Boaters for
over 45 years!

Boatloads of
Bright ideas for

Boaters for
over 45 years!

Boatloads of
Bright ideas for

Boaters for
over 45 years!

tel 416-752-1711
email info@riggingshoppe.com

free 1-877-752-1711 
web www.riggingshoppe.com

44 Midwest Road, Toronto, ON, M1P 3A9
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as unofficial stewards of the Toronto Island 
park, are keen to tell the public about the com-
munity and its fascinating history. Every two 
years, the community hosts the Toronto Island 
House & History Tour. Visitors meet Island resi-
dents in a selection of Island homes, learn about 
life on the Island, and hear about the lSD-year 
history of the community on the Island includ-
ing the 3D-year struggle to save Island homes. 

To learn more and buy tickets, go to:
torontoislandhousetour2014.eventbrite.com.

The House & History tour is organized by the 
Toronto Island Grannies in Spirit. All proceeds 
from the event are donated to the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation for the Grandmothers Cam-
paign: http://www.stephenlewisfoundation.com.

If you would like to volunteer to act as 
a docent at QCYC for the tour contact 
Richard Slee communications@qcyc.ca

For information about the lottery to get 
on the TIRCT (Toronto Island Residential 
Community Trust) list, and to learn more 
about Toronto Island events, B&B’s and 
restaurants, visit www.torontoisland.org.

New Age of Sail 
Exhibit
From May 5th to November 30th of this year, 
The Marine Museum of the Great Lakes at 
Kingston will present a look back at the explo-
sive growth in the popularity of recreational 
sailing from the late 1950’s, through the 70’s. 
Entitled New Age of Sail: The Story of Canada’s 
Sailing Boom, the exhibit will recall the excit-
ing developments in design, construction and 
marketing that popularized the sport of sailing.
During these innovative years, the transition from 
wood construction to fiberglass gave designers the 
ability to conceive lighter, stronger and more du-
rable boats. They were boats that builders could 
mass produce for an affordable price. And since 
they required less maintenance than their wooden 
predecessors, their owners could spend more time 
sailing them, and less time working to keep them 
shipshape. New yacht clubs and class associations 
sprang up as a post WW2 affluent middle class 
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began looking for new ways to spend leisure time.
The New Age of Sail Exhibit will engage, in-
form and inspire. Visitors will encounter the 
past and present of recreational sailing. They 
will experience interactive displays, view picto-
rial remembrances of the era and the most fa-
mous boats. There will be half models, full mod-
els and actual boats on display, including Laser 
number 1, which has been generously loaned to 
the New Age of Sail exhibit by the Mystic Sea-
port - The Museum of America and the Sea.
The New Age of Sail Exhibit, co-curated by yacht 
designer and historian Rob Mazza, will honor the 
designers and builders of the time, giving visitors 
the opportunity to come to know the people and 

the personalities that launched sailing’s popular-
ity. The Museum is especially pleased to have as 
honorary curators of the exhibit, George Cuth-
bertson, a founding partner of Canada’s most 
renowned yacht design firm, Cuthbertson and 
Cassian (C&C Yachts); and Bruce Kirby, the de-
signer of the Laser one-design, America’s Cup 
12-meter yacht Canada I, and dozens of other 
successful classes and custom designed boats.
More information about the New Age 
of Sail Exhibit may be found at the mu-
seum’s website www.marmuseum.ca.
Queen City Yacht Club has made 
contributions to the exhibit.

New Age of Sail Outdoor Exhibition

On the weekend of July 26 - 27, the grounds 
and waterfront surrounding the Marine Mu-
seum of the Great Lakes at Kingston will be 
the bustling with the New Age of Sail Out-
door Exhibition. The Exhibition will be open 
to the public and admission will be free.
Experienced sailors and neophytes of all 
ages and interests will be captivated, en-
lightened and encouraged to experience 
the many different aspects of the sport.
There will be exhibitors and demonstrations of-
fering information on a range of topics, including 

wood and fiberglass repair and restoration, a his-
toric look from the old to the latest in equipment 
and technology, sails and sail making, lines and 
rigging, navigation, the purchase and care of a 
sailboat and learn-to-sail opportunities. Younger 
sailors, and those not so young, will be enter-
tained with special activities including sailing 
demos around Kingston harbor, on land sailing 
simulators and radio controlled model boat races.
On display will be class boats that successfully 
converted from wood to fiberglass construction 
and still remain popular to this day, more than 
forty years later. We will also be showcasing 
the boats whose designs only became possible 
thanks to the technological advances of that time, 

including today’s modern skiffs and hydrofoils.  
More information about the New Age of 
Sail Outdoor Exhibition may be found at 
the museum’s website www.marmuseum.ca.
About the Marine Museum of 
the Great Lakes at Kingston
Founded in 1975 and located on Kingston, On-
tario’s waterfront, the Museum is housed in 
the old Kingston Shipyard buildings beside the 
limestone dry dock built in 1891, designated a 
National Historic Site, and includes the origi-
nal Engine House and pumps that emptied the 
dry dock. The Museum Ship Alexander Henry, 
a 210’ ice breaker, is berthed within the dry 
dock. The galleries display a wide ranging col-
lection of marine artifacts and exhibits, signifi-
cant fine art collection, home to 50,000 ship and 
boat plans, 3,500 linear feet of archival records, 
31,000 photo images, over 12,000 books and 
periodicals, and includes the C&C Yachts, TBF 
Benson and the Francis MacLachlan Collections.
We are a not-for-profit organization funded by 
our members and donors, as well as generous fi-
nancial support from Canada Steamships Lines, 
the City of Kingston, and the Ontario Ministry 
of Tourism, Culture and Sport. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website www.marmuseum.ca.
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The Annual Sail Past and Review of the Fleet by 
the Commodore marks the official opening of the 
Club. This is quite a traditional and formal event. 
It’s a day when all members celebrate the new 
sailing season. This is an all-day event to which 
all members are invited and expected, to attend.

There are three components to the day: 
• Sailpast in the afternoon
• Post-Sailpast social 
• The banquet and dancing in the Great Hall in 
the evening. 

The schedule on Saturday, May 17, 2014:
1205 - Skippers Meeting 
1345 - Review of the Fleet
1600 - Sail Past of the Fleet in the Lagoon ac-
companied by the pipes
1630 - Commodore’s Punchbowl Reception
1745 - Formal Dinner 
1755 - Head Table Piped in
2030 - Head Table departs for Flag Lowering 
Ceremony
2042 - Sunset and Flag Lowering Ceremony
2045 - Dancing to Fathead

The Skippers’ meeting is where the written in-
structions for the Sailpast are distributed and dis-
cussed.  One important aspect of the Review of 
Fleet is the orderly line of yachts passing the Com-
modore’s anchored yacht.  As with many aspects 
of yachting, naval traditions drive this practice.  

The order, with minor variations, is:
•  Vice Commodore
•  Past Commodore’s in order of seniority
•  Fleet Captain
•  Sailing vessels, longest first
•  Power vessels, longest first
•  Invited vessels
•  Rear Commodore

In order to provide some help in organizing the 
fleet, the fleet is divided into groups with as-
signed group leaders. The order, groups and group 
leaders are in the Skippers’ meeting handout.

The actual Review of the Fleet begins at 1345 as per 
sailing directions distributed at the Skippers meeting.

The review begins with the firing of a gun. The 
Vice Commodore leads the parade of Past Com-
modores by the Commodore’s yacht. The objec-
tive is to have an orderly Sailpast and to allow 
the Commodore a chance to salute each boat 
and members. Please find the leader of your 
section and then fall in line to follow. If your 
boat is moving too fast reduce sail or cut power. 
This will help maintain an orderly procession.

It is important to leave two boat lengths 
between you and the boat ahead  as 
you ‘sail past’ the Commodore’s boat. 

Salute the Commodore in the following manner:
•Yachts wearing an ensign (the Canadian flag) 
dip the ensign.
•Yachts not wearing an ensign, luff the foresail.

The salute should commence one boat length be-
fore reaching the Review Vessel and it should con-
tinue for one boat length beyond. Where possible, 
the skipper and crew should stand to face the Com-
modore. ONLY the Commodore salutes by hand.

The traditional “dress of the day” is white pants 
and navy blazer. Many members follow this stan-
dard. But if the weather is lousy, the rule is: stay 
warm and dry. (If the weather is really foul, the 
Rear Commodore may direct the fleet to remain at 
the moorings; in such case, the Commodore’s yacht 
or his designate will pass through the lagoon.) Fi-
nally, your boat should look ship-shape: take up 
your boat’s fenders; leave the dinghy at your dock. 

Some members watch the Sailpast from the 
Great Hall. In the past several years, a number 
of members participated in Sailpast aboard the 
Algonquin Queen II, which acts as a specta-
tor vessel for this event.  Please reserve with 
the Office if you intend to sail on the AQ II.

After you sail past the Commodore, re-
turn to your mooring and “dress ship”. This 
means hauling your line of race or signal 
flags up a halyard to the top of your mast.  

At this point members tend to congregate in 
various cockpits around the lagoon (assuming the 
weather is decent) for drinks and hors d’oeuvres. 
At about 1600, the Commodore and Flag Officers 
will cruise past the fleet in the Harold S. Robbins.

This is followed at 1630 by the Commodore’s 

Punch Bowl on the front lawn of the club (or 
inside the main floor lobby if weather is in-
clement.) Basically, this is a cocktail party 
and another opportunity to raise a glass to 
the Commodore and the new sailing season. 

Sailpast dinner is a formal dinner in the Great Hall 
(with over-bookings in the dining room) which be-
gins at 1745 and don’t forget to book your tickets 
early! Dinner dress is “semi-formal”. After dinner 
we have the ceremonial Flag Lowering on the front 
lawn and then it’s time to enjoy a great dance.

Sunday Morning 
Yoga at QCYC
By Valerie Wint, Lor’ Tundrin, Yoga 
Instructor

When we started our QCYC weekly yoga classes 
in June 2011, only a few people attended at first. 
But the classes have gained in popularity, and 
have become a must-do practice. We try as much 
as possible to practice outdoors on the lawn near 
the flagpole, but if the weather is inclement or too 
cold, we’ll move into the Snug. Since 2011, we’ve 
practiced in the Snug only a handful of times.

Yoga is an ancient practice from India that has 
become very popular in the west. Most people 
come to yoga initially for the physical benefits. 
Through Yoga, we can start to strengthen, tone 
and stretch our muscles without high impact, 
making it the perfect complement to any other 
physical activity – running, tennis, volleyball, bal-
let, football, golf, hockey – or especially sailing!

Yoga, however, has benefits beyond the physical, 
as it addresses the mind and spirit as well. Yoga 
can help reduce stress; improve breathing, circu-
lation and flexibility; and ease aches and pains. 
You’ll find that you develop greater coordination, 
memory skills, reaction times, and improved con-
centration skills by practicing yoga. And you may 
just find Inner Peace – what more could you want? 
This is one of the most important benefits of yoga 
and is also one of the more easy ones to attain. 

So I hope to see you on Sunday mornings, mat in 
hand, ready to practice. Classes are on Sundays, 
from 9:45 to 10:45am on the lawn, starting on June 
8 and running through to August 24. See you soon!

Sailpast at the 
Queen City Yacht 
Club   

Graham Dougall rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

News
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everything for the boater 
power and sail 

thestoremasons.com

Calendars

All times displayed relative to Canada/Eastern.

Queen City Yacht Club
May 2014

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
27 28 29 30 1 2 3

0800
Spring Work Party

1730
Chili Challenge

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
0930
Toronto Passenger Vessel Association's (TPVA) Marine 

11 12 13 14
1835
Participant's Meeting

15
1830
Board of Directors Meeting

16 17
Sail Past Dinner & Dance

1200
Sail Past - Review of the Fleet

18 19 20 21
1815
Wednesday Race Series 1-1

22 23
1830
Spring Meeting and Games Night!

24

25

1400
Visit to Thomas World grave in St. James Cemetery

26 27 28
1815
Wednesday Race Series 1-2

29 30 31

Dedication of new buildings and 125th Time Capsule

1830
Murder Mystery Night

LORC ABYC Open & One
Design Invitational

LORC ABYC Open & One
Design Invitational

Susan Hood Trophy Race

Queen City Yacht Club Web Calendar http://calendar.qcyc.ca/ViewMonth.html?year=2014&month=4...

1 of 1 14-04-23 5:24 PM
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Summer | May 5 – September 2
        Holidays – Mon. May 20, Mon. Jul. 1, Mon. Aug. 5 and Mon Sep. 2 

Special Event – Sailpast May 17, NMN Jun. 7, Lobsterfest Jun. 21, Ribfest July 5, 
Women’s Skippers Race Aug. 9,Commodore’s Ball Aug 16, Pig Roast Aug. 30.

Tender Schedule

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Holiday 
AM 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15

* 8:45 * 8:45 * 8:45 * 8:45 * 8:45
9:15 9:15 9:15

10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15
11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15

PM 12:15 12:15 12:15  12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15
+1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15

2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15
3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15

+3:45
4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15

+4:45 4:45
5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15

+5:45 5:45
6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15
7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15
8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15
9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15

+9:45
10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15

+10:45
+11:15 11:15 11:15 N11:15

AM 12:15 12:15
** 1:15

Departure times shown are from city side at the foot of York Street
Deduct 15 minutes for Departure time from Club House

Last-minute changes will be posted on the QuickClipper, time permitting.
Check with the club office at 416.203.0929

* 8:45am. Weekdays begins Tues, June 30.    ** 1:15am Special Events only. 
N = 11:15pm Sun. when Mon. is a holiday.    + Beginning May 21.

Cash Fare return trip: $8.00 available from the tender captain.  No one-way fares.
10 Tickets - $ 70.00 available in the office.  Members: Please present your Membership Card

Spring | April 24 – May 4
Launch – Sat. April 26 and Sun. April 27
Sat. May 3 and Sun. May 4, if necessary.
Special Event – Chili Challenge May 3rd

Tender Schedule

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Launch
AM 7:15

7:45
8:15** 8:15** 8:15** 8:15** 8:15** 8:15 8:15 8:15

8:45
9:15 9:15 9:15

10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15
11:15 11:15 11:15

PM 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15
1:15 1:15 1:15

2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15
3:15 3:15 3:15

4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15
5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15
6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15

7:15 7:15 7:15
8:15 8:15 8:15
9:15 9:15 9:15
10:15 10:15 10:15 

Departure times shown are from city side at the foot of York Street
Deduct 15 minutes for Departure time from Club House

Last-minute changes will be posted on the QuickClipper, time permitting.
Check with the club office at 416.203.0929

** Please note, there is no 8:00am tender from the Club.
Cash Fare return trip: $8.00 available from the tender captain.  No one-way fares.

10 Tickets - $ 70.00 available in the office.  Members: Please present your Membership Card

Dates April 26 to May 11
& Sept 29 to Oct 17

May 12 to Sept 7 Sept 8 to Sept 28

Monday Closed* Closed* Closed*

Tuesday Closed 5pm / 10pm
Bar – 3pm / 10pm

Closed

Wednesday Closed 5pm / 10pm
Bar – 3pm / 10pm

5pm / 10pm
Bar – 4pm / 10pm

Thursday Closed 5pm / 9pm
Bar – 4pm / 9pm

5pm / 9pm
Bar – 5pm / 9pm

Friday** 5pm / 9pm
Bar – 5pm / 10pm

5pm / 10pm
Bar – 4pm/ 10pm

5pm / 9pm
Bar – 5pm / 9pm

Saturday** 11:30am / 9pm
Bar – 12pm / 10pm

9am / 10pm
Bar – 12pm / 11pm

9am / 9PM
Bar – 12pm / 10pm

Sunday 11:30am / 9pm
Bar – 12pm / 9pm

9am / 10pm
Bar – 12pm / 9pm

9am / 8pm
Bar – 12pm / 8pm

* Open holiday Mondays with the exception of Easter Monday, which is April 21. 
** Bar to remain open later during special events.

Restaurant will close during dinner for Sail Past (May 17) & the awards banquet (Sept 17).  
Restaurant is only open from 11:30am to 4pm for Launch April 26-27 & Haul Out weekends 

Oct 18-19 & Oct 25-26. 

Restauraunt & Bar

photo by Ron Mazza
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Queen City Yacht Club’s 
2014 Entertainment Calendar

In our 125th year, the focus is celebration! With both 
traditional and new events to enjoy, let’s make this a summer 

to remember for another 125 years…

Event Date

Sailpast Fathead Sat. May 17

Spring AGM Party Games Night Fri. May 23

Murder Mystery Night (New Building dedication) Sat. May 31

New Members Night Dave Murphy Band Sat. June 7

Team Trivia Fri. June 13

Lobsterfest Fiddlestix  / Juice Sat. June 21

Ribfest Country & Western Night Sat. July 5

Disco Dance Party DJ Eric Ling Sat. Aug. 9

125th Celebration Fri. Aug. 15

Commodore’s Ball Toronto All Star Big Band Sat Aug 16

Friday Night Concert Circle 5 Fri. Aug. 22

Weenie Roast Fri. Aug. 29

Pig Roast Luau / The Rattles Sat. Aug. 30

Regatta Party Stinky & the Hotrodz! Sat. Sept. 6

Awards Banquet Dwayne Gretzky Sat. Sept. 27

Watch the QCYC.CA - Members/Club Calendar & Quick Clipper for the most up to date info!



Holland Marine Products
875 Lakeshore Rd E. 
Mississauga, ON 
L5E1E2

Pick up your Free 
2014 Catalogue At Our 

Warehouse today!

We have been serving the boating community since 1957. We 
specialize in marine hardware and Canadian built boats like CS, 
C&C, Mirage, Grampians, Tanzer and many more.
We’re sailors and we get it. Check out or same to next day turn 
around on splicing, standing and running rigging, as well as 
our in house custom graphic services for your boat name and 
registration numbers.
Email us your name and address to cd@hollandmarine.com to 
receive your free catalogue today!

CC4    CC3    CC2     CC6         CS3       CS5           CS4  

CS & C&C  
Stantion Bases

Engine Sound Insulation. 
NEW Peel and Stick!
13.5sq.ft.36”x54” 
$ 77.99

Plastimo Inflatable Vest
Automatic w/ harness 
Automatic no harness 

Nova Kool 
Convert your ice box 
into a fridge! 

True Charge 20  
True Charge 40  

3” & 4” Cowls

3” & 4” Day 
Night Solar 

Vents

NEW CSA Approved 
Power Cords

50ft 30amp
In Stock! 

We Also Stock CSA 
Approved Adapters!

Epoxy

$16      Flat rate for shipping. Place 
your order before 2pm to get on the 

way same day!

.50


