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This is the fourth and 
last issue of the Clip-
per for 2013. I would 
like to thank Arleigh 
Crawford who created 
the art design and 
layout for this issue for 
a really nice job and 
congratulations Arleigh 
for being honoured 
with a Special Recogni-
tion QCYC Super 
Stars Award for your previous work on the Clip-
per and designing and implementing the new 
online Membership Roster. 

In this issue we have a fascinating story of the 
travels of a can of SPAM by Roz Ross. We also 
have an inspiring piece by Jacqui Cook on why 
many us became sailors and the importance of the 
Learn to Sail program. We have profiles on our 
Secretary, Genia Vanderkruk and long time mem-
ber, Gwen Egan. Our Rear Commodore has writ-
ten another interesting safety piece. We have a 
Canadian Cruising Log to the east coast from 
Elizabeth Rose which will make you long to see 
the Maritimes by water or land. We have yearend 
Board Updates that will let you know what your 
Board did this year (they did a lot of work) and a 
report of 125th Anniversary Committee from me. 
Speaking of the 125th Anna Prodanou has done 
some historic research using the online Clippers 
from 1925 and 44 and written an interesting arti-
cle on then and now. If you missed the Awards 
Banquet and want to know who won what, the 
Rear Commodore has provided a list of winners. 
Marci Crist has given us an outline of the action 
on the Island this fall and winter. In the middle of 
this Clipper we have lots of pictures (thanks to all 
the members who provided them) from Jazz 
Night, Ribfest, the Women’s Skippers Race, Her-
itage events, Weenie and Pig Roasts and Awards 
Night. On the second last page we provide de-
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As I write this at 
the beginning of 
October the weath-
er is forecast to 
reach the low 20’s 
for the rest of the 
week so hopefully 
some of us will 
have had the op-
portunity for an-
other sail or two 
before we start 
hauling the boats! It has been a great summer 
after a rather wet spring and I trust that everyone 
had a great season. 

Over the summer there have been a lot of things 
going on around the Club. 

All of you will have seen the progress on the new 
buildings and so far I have only heard positive 
comments about how good they look. As all of 
you know to keep the costs down for this project, 
it has always been planned to contract out the 
major parts of the project but to finish things off 
through the efforts of the club members with a 
series of work parties. These are due to start in 
November after the boats have all been hauled. 

Thanks mainly to Eriks Rugelis and Eric Carroll, 
the upgraded Wi-Fi system is up and operational 
and given the decrease in e-mails I receive about 
this topic it seems that it is working well even 
though there are still some tasks to be done to 
finish off the upgrade including the installation 
of one more repeater mast. 

The newly expanded dinghy/dry sail area has 
worked well for this first summer but there is still 
some work to be done to facilitate the double use 
of this area for storage for the dinghies and dry 
sail boats in the summer and winter storage for 
the keel boats in the winter. 

Yes we have accomplished a lot over this season 
to continue to make our club something we are 
all proud of. And yes there are always more 
chores to do. 

At the Annual Awards Night, I had the special 

Commodore 
Steve Hills, commodore@qcyc.ca 

treat of introducing a large group of members 
that the Board wanted to recognize as being 
“Super Star’s” who never considered how many 
work hours they put in but took a different 
outlook and simply considered how can I con-
tribute to get a job or jobs done. This is the true 
spirit of Queen City. This is what makes our 
club so special and recognizing these 20 people 
just made me feel so lucky to belong to a club 
like ours. 

So there are lots more opportunities to come out 
and give back to the Club which gives us all so 
much pleasure. 

Anyway enough about the work stuff, this has 
been my first year as Commodore and I have 
been truly blessed with a fabulous Board of 
Directors. The energy, the dedication, the com-
mitment, the capability of this Board has simply 
been awesome. It has been an absolute treat to 
work with every single one of them. 

Now for the future – next year is the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of Queen City and 
there are lots of plans in the works to make 
certain we celebrate the fact that we are the 8th 
oldest club in the Canada. While I don’t want to 
reveal all of the things planned by the 125th 
committee yet, there is one event I do want to 
let you know about. After many comments 
about why would we hold this event anywhere 
else when we have the best Great Hall any-
where, the Commodore’s Ball next year will 
revert back to the summer again and be part of 
the Special 125th Anniversary Weekend in mid-
August. 

I want to wish everyone all of the best for that 
other season (you know the one - where the 
water gets hard and some members take up 
skiing or even curling!). Counting the days until 
Launch! 

Board Updates 

The Board meets on a 
monthly basis and the 
Management Commit-
tee, consisting of the 
House Chair, Fleet, 
Treasurer, Secretary, 
and Commodore, 
meets the week before 
to deal with more day 
to day stuff. The Vice 
Commodore is the 

chair of the Management Committee and re-
sponsible for the day to day operations. 

Well it certainly has been an eventful and pro-
ductive summer at Queen City. We have the 
new buildings beginning to look magnificent on 
the west side of the lawn as we have watched 
them take shape over the summer. I think we 
can safely say that our architect, club member 
Allan Rae, has designed a couple of very hand-
some buildings. The contractor should be fin-
ished the majority of his work by November. By 
then they will have the roofs on, windows and 
doors in, and siding completed. We will have 
the electricians and plumbers to complete their 
work and then it’s our turn to do the members’ 
portion. When the buildings are done we will 
only have a shell. We need to finish the job that 
includes trenching, door hardware, insulation, 
drywall, painting, and building the steps and 
ramps around the buildings. So watch for work 
party announcements and get ready to lend a 
hand. 

And don’t forget we are counting on member 

(Continued on page 15) 

  Vice Commodore 
   Ron Mazza, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca 



4 

By the time you’re 
reading this, the sail-
ing season is all but 
over. 2013 has been 
another great year 
with: Two club cruis-
es; another very suc-
cessful Open Regatta 
under the Chair of 
Mark MacRae; and 
creation of a fund for 

a replacement Race Committee Signal Vessel. 

The QCYC Open Regatta was one of the few 
yacht racing events in the Greater Toronto 
Area that had increased participation as the 
number of registrations was up by 25% to just 
short of 100. Mark has plans for 125 sailboats 
in our 125th anniversary year in 2014. I know 
that everyone in the Club will help him achieve 
this goal. 

Board Updates 

Rear Commodore 
Graham  Dougall,  rearcommodore@qcyc.ca 

This year there was a change in the format of the 
Champion of Champions as result of feedback 
from the racers. While these appear to be a step 
in the right direction, there is more than can be 
done such as: separate leeward mark from start; 
increase to three PHRF classes to narrow the 
PHRF-LO range; and look at the overall scoring 
mechanism. 

So again, there are the Post Season Participants’ 
Meeting in the Great Hall on Saturday, October 
26th to obtain feedback for the planning for 
2014: 1600 hours for Cruising and at 1630 hour 
for Racing. Input is welcome on items that the 
Sailing Program should do for the 125th anniver-
sary. If you’re unable to attend these feedback 
sessions, please email your comments and sug-
gestions. 

The success of 2013 could only be accomplished 
with support and effort of many individual mem-
bers who volunteered. Close to 35 individuals 
have contributed over 800 hours to make the 
Sailing Program work! My personal thanks to all 
those who volunteered 

(Continued on page 6) 

The Last Chance race 
has been run and the 
Awards Banquet held. 
For the racers the sea-
son is drawing to a 
close. For the cruisers 
there is one more 
weekend getaway or at 
least a few pleasant 
day sails. As the masts 
are coming down new 
buildings are going up. Both the new Learn to 
Sail and Locker buildings now have roofs and 
shingles upon them. We are making some good 
progress and work on interiors will be starting 
once the contractors have handed the new 
buildings over to us. 

At this point the final summaries are being 
done and preparations for audit have begun. 
Projections for income where met and expenses 
are well within plan. We have received the 

Treasurer 
John Heath, treasurer@qcyc.ca 
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Board Updates 

Well here it is October. 
The boats will soon be 
hauling out and the 
Club will be closed until 
the next big party at 
Christmas. This has 
been a very busy year 
for me as House Chair. 
As of the writing of this 
report I have not re-

ceived our new liquor license. I do expect that 
we will have the license soon. But not before 
our Club has officially closed. 

The Clubhouse is looking good. As is the Snug 
Room, thanks to the effort of a number of 
members: Michele Forbes painted sections of 
the kitchen and the Snug and hung new cur-
tains. She also dyed the 
covers on the seats and 
couches in the Snug. 
Susan Thomas and 
Andre Jubinville did 
window trim. John 
Carol, Dana Beeton, 
and Steve Royall paint-
ed the Snug. Laurence 
Concannon performed 
clean up and reorganiz-
ing. Mike Darnbrough 
painted the outside east 
wall of the Club House. 

I hope you all enjoyed 
this year’s events! It 
seemed at every event, 
someone came to me 
and said “this is the 
best ever!” ...even folks 
said that about that 
crazy ad lib jazz night! 

A special thanks to 
Lesley Heathcote, Rory 

Cummings, and Gail Smith and the rest of the 
Entertainment regulars. Thanks also to Nick 
Abrahams for looking after the Commodore’s 
Ball and Karaoke Night; Doug Miller and crew 

House 
Thomas King, house@qcyc.ca 

As the 2013 sailing 
season comes to a 
close, it’s time to reflect 
on another great year. 
This past year has been 
strong with a number 
of new members join-
ing QCYC. We had 22 
Associate, seven Dry 
Sail, three Student and 
six new Senior mem-

berships approved. 

This year we’ve had two members go from 
being Associate and Dry Sail members to full 
fledged senior members in one season! Paul 
Lehal was a new Associate member who joined 
this summer to sail on Initram. He enjoyed his 
summer so much, he bought the boat and ap-

Membership 
Stephanie Swatkow, membership@qcyc.ca 

Chris Borgal and Peter Broecker made repairs 
and painted the walkway. Peter Jones and Da-
vid Hall finished the skirting around the dining 
room. Cathy Saunders supplied soaps and 
fragrances for both the men’s and woman’s 
washrooms. For those who wondered, this is 
something that Cathy has done for a number of 
years. Geoff Heathcote repaired our sound 
system and microphone and installed six fans 
in the Great Hall. A special thank you goes to 
Geoff for doing this on the Entertainment budg-
et. 

I am hoping that when the boats are out of the 
water, I can get started redoing the needed 
repairs to the women’s shower area. Next year 
I hope to make some additional changes to the 
house for our 125 year celebrations. Until then, 
I will see you in the yard. 

for Weenie Roast; Klaus Noak and crew for Pig 
Roast; Valerie Wint for the Sunday Yoga; Gar-
ry Baker for the Pool League; Whit and Alley 
and the team for the Christmas Party; Mary 
Partridge and David Hall and friends for the 
Team Trivia evenings and Lesley Heathcote 
and Anything Goes for the Jazz Night. 

After holding several other Board positions 
over the years (Planning, Membership, Secre-
tary), it’s time for me to pass on the mic. There 
is a long list of great bands to choose from for 
next season. For the next chair: “What could 
possibly go wrong? New Club Manager? New 
Caterer? No problem!” (Lesley and I will still 
be in the wings to help out if needed!) 

Entertainment 
Geoff Heathcoate, entertainment@qcyc.ca 

mortgage advance from our bank CIBC and all 
went smoothly. The tax fight continues by us 
and a number of other clubs, much as it has for 
the last few years. We continue the process and 
budget and pay the taxes as assessed. When, 
and if we win, (we are cautiously optimistic) 
the excess paid will help to reduce future 
billings. 

It has been a great year and a wonderful expe-
rience. The Board functions well together and 
we have such a great range of skills within the 
Club. I want to thank all the members who 
have contributed to a great year. I especially 
want to thank Jacqui Cook for her coaching 
and wise words; she has always been a quick 
email or phone call away. 
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The Communications 
Committee is com-
p r i se d o f  Pa t 
Whetung, Lawrence 
Rieber, Jim Neun-
dorf, Arleigh Craw-
ford, Christopher 
Sumpton, and Eliza-
beth Rose. Roz Ross 
recently resigned for 
personal reasons and 
I would like to thank her for her contribution 
over the last three years. The Committee met 
on January 24, 2013 to review and develop the 
strategy for 2013 and met again on September 
21, 2013 to evaluate the year's outcomes. 

Quick Clipper 

For the Quick 
Clipper we began 
using a different 
list server with Go
-Daddy, our cur-
rent service pro-
vider for our web-
site on January 24, 
2013. Their rates 
are competitive at 
an es t imated 
$107.88 per year 
though with dis-
counts we only 
paid $75. The new 
list server has 
given us the abil-
ity to use graphics 
and pictures more 
easily, broadcast 
automatically over 
Twitter and Face-
book (have not 
used yet), conduct 
surveys (did one 
for the 125th 
Committee that 
worked well ) , 
manage the list 
(targeted e.g. sen-
ior members, re-

ports and import/export abilities), reports on 
undeliverable emails, unsubscribe requests, 
determine number opened, sign up form on the 
members-only section of our website, and un-
subscribe at bottom of Quick Clipper. This 
saves hours of work that was done manually 
with multiple emails and reduces complaints 
from members. So far we have had some minor 
glitches but it seems to be working. The Quick 
Clipper continues to be an important reporting 
tool for Directors. With the new list server 
attachments can now be made to the Quick 
Clipper. Most members like the Picture of the 
Day and we will to continue to post them. 

A reconciliation was done in June on the Quick 
Clipper distribution list and the club member-
ship. With Don Ferguson’s help six former 
members were identified and removed from the 
list.The Quick Clipper is being sent to 336 
members. Note that only 60% open their Quick 
Clipper (could be because some member are 
behind effective firewalls). It also takes mem-

(Continued on page 14) 

Communications 
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca 

plied for Senior membership. Halszka Weiss 
joined early this spring with an RS400. She’s 
now in the market for something in the 36ft 
range and has already been approved for Sen-
ior membership. 

I’ve had an inordinate number of people en-
quiring about membership for 2014. While it’s 
not unusual for people with boats to make 
plans for the following year, interest in Associ-
ate and Dry Sail usually dwindles towards the 
end of the season. For some reason this year’s 
been different and I’ve juggled meetings and 
tours of the Club well through September. 

I think the Club tour is one of my favourite 
aspects of membership lead. I really enjoy 
showing prospective members the Club and 
seeing it through their eyes. Over the years I’ve 
experimented with the Club tour. I used to start 
in the clubhouse because it’s such a beautiful 
building. However, I’ve found that the best 
place to start is the yard - showing off the wood 
cradles and railway, explaining the launch and 
haul-out procedures. This is an interesting 
approach. It makes for great conversation and 
it’s a true indication of those who are going to 
LOVE the Club and those who just won’t ‘get 
it’. 

From the yard I take them into the clubhouse. 
By this point, (if they’ve been intrigued by the 
antiquated launch and haul process), they are 

(Continued on page 10) 

Board Updates 

A number of individuals have expressed an 
interest in taking a course on Race Manage-
ment or Judging. Ontario Sailing holds these 
courses over the winter, so check their site on a 
periodic basis later in the fall:  

www.ontariosailing.ca/Racing/
Regatta_Officials/Race_Officers/
Race_OfficerManagement_Seminars.php 

As courses are scheduled, I will include men-
tion of them in the Quick Clipper. 

The On Water Safety Corner column in this 
issue lists safety related courses available in 
the winter. 

Please see the Quick Clipper for updates and 
news on the Sailing Program. 

(Rear Commodore continued from page 4) 
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Being my first year on 
the Board, I have 
learned a lot about how 
the Club is actually run 
and how much time 
each Board member 
puts into their individu-
al areas. Members who 
have not had the privi-
lege of a Board seat should appreciate these 
efforts. 

Keeping everyone happy with their locker and 
with their locker mates has proved to be chal-
lenging to say the least. Next year should see 
the locker situation much improved as the new 
locker block comes available. Keep an eye on 
my postings in the Quick Clipper and then 
email me with your locker wishes. 

One big problem that came up early in the 
season was the flag pole failure. I am very 
grateful to the talented individuals who helped 
me resolve this quickly and safely and I can 
report that the refurbishment is a complete 
success. 

Grounds 
Michael Kelly, grounds@qcyc.ca 

The lagoon is going into 
hibernation again, the 
sounds of summer, the 
sounds of cranky old 
motors refusing to start, 
the cries of “fend off!”, 
and the cries of “Oh 
dear I just dropped my 
$50 wrench overboard, 
what a shame” are leaving for another year. 

And, what else is leaving for another year? 
YOUR MOORING LINES AND OTHER 
STUFF LEFT ON TYRES AND DOCKS, that’s 
what else. Please do not leave anything in the 
water that can grow mussels, slime and weeds. 
Do not leave anything in the water that allows 
the souls of past sailors to escape from the 
lagoon and maraud around the yard hiding 
nuts, bolts, tools and anything you’re looking 
for. You thought that you just forgot where you 
put these things, oh no, it’s the Souls of Past 
Sailors that escaped from the lagoon on the 
lines, ropes, ladders and junk you left on your 
dock or tyre. 

We had water this year, which was good. We 
had water in a few basements, which was bad. 
We had howling gales from the Northwest by 
north, or maybe another north, that broke 
some tyre chains, broke some mooring lines, 
and shifted City View towards our southern 
neighbors. All have been fixed. We have the 
same number of docks and tyres as we started 
the year with. 

A few of the Docks broke their “Pins”; this was 
caused by the pins never being replaced due to 
the ramp being screwed, glued or nailed down. 
If you feel you have to fix the dock ramp to the 
frame, or install grips, carpet or general junk, 
ensure the bottom plank can be easily removed, 
like a couple of Robertson head screws; not 10 
nails, four bolts or 2, 4, or 8 hex, oct, dec, quad 
headed things, and definitely no glue. 

We have a protocol for dealing with vacant 
docks, $100 a month for those currently in a 
Med mooring or a swap for those already with 

(Continued on page 15) 

Moorings 
Steve Gegiel, moorings@qcyc.ca 

Board Updates 
The reworked Dry Sail area is working well 
thanks to Will Harney and others. Dinghies 
can now be moved over the railway to the 
extended storage area. More changes are being 
considered that will assist the planned expan-
sion of Dry Sail. 

A new conduit connecting the Clubhouse to the 
LTS area was installed and the overhead cables 
have been removed. 

Landscaping is planned for later this year and 
early next to enable the new buildings to blend 
into the lawn and Club House area. This will 
be a fairly major project that will clean up this 
area and improve the Club’s outside appear-
ance generally. 

A couple of items slipped off the radar this 
year. Although the garbage storage area was 
cleaned up, there is still a general reorganiza-
tion and further clean-up outstanding. Much 
material was placed (dumped?) in a temporary 
storage in this area and I apologize for the 
eyesore. It will be a high priority to make this 
area clean and tidy before the new buildings 
are opened and brought into use next year. 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who 
helped me over the year and for the shovel-
fulls of advice that I received! I look forward to 
another productive and fun year. 
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When you get around to 
reading this section of 
the Clipper, we should 
have mercifully started 
the countdown timer for 
Launch 2014 and Haul 
Out will be behind us for 
another year. 

For our 124th year we 
kept Yard costs and drama to a minimum as 
per the detailed QCYC Yard Operational Plan 
and Unplanned Yard Operations Procedures 
Guidelines. Some evidence of the power of this 
document: 

Planned was the replacement of the Winch 
Down haul cable just before Launch. Un-
planned was the replacement of the Winch 
Down haul cable just before Launch. Thanks to 
everyone for cutting me ‘slack’ on this one and 
especially to Silke Miller for braving traffic 
during the biggest storm of last winter in her 
pimped out cube van to return the offending 
cable. 

Planned, the replacement of our Haul Out 
Winch in 1974. Reality; leaning on Laurence 
Concannon to lay hands on the beast while 
Eriks Rugelis whispers sweet nothings into its 

The first step for Plan-
ning this year involved 
updating the Capital 
Projects spreadsheet 
which had languished 
for a while due to the 
immediate needs of the 
new buildings, lockers 
and Learn to Sail pro-
gramme. The Directors 
were asked to review what each saw as present 
and longer term needs for capital projects. This 
information was transferred to a spreadsheet 
available not only to the Board, but also to any 
Club Member by visiting that the Members 
Only section of the Club website. 

The Plan is to be kept updated so there is an 
awareness of what might be needed for future 
funding and to keep track of project ideas and 
plans that might otherwise be lost from future 

Planning 
Trevor Spurr, planning@qcyc.ca 

Board Updates 
consideration as the Board membership chang-
es. 

Planning also oversaw the beginning of plan-
ning for the area at the north end of the Club 
between the Dry Sail crane and the Rapids 
Queen. This stretch is heavily used by dry 
sailors, Learn to Sail students, boaters 
“pumping out”, members, tenders, senior moor-
ings, visitors’ boats and the Race Committee. 

Lynda Chubak undertook to chair a subcom-
mittee to survey what the problems are and 
what might be done to alleviate them. She has 
submitted a preliminary written report that will 
be considered by the Board in future meetings. 
Lynda deserves all our thanks for the consider-
able time and effort she has put into this re-
view, as it is a complicated issue that concerns 
many different areas of authority in the Club 
(Moorings, Yard, Grounds and Membership to 
name some of them). As well, Lynda had to 
consider the sometimes competing visions of 
the membership as to how this area of the Club 
is to be developed. 

The changing nature of 
dinghy sailor involve-
ment in club activities 
and club use needs to 
continue as part of this 
discussion, which also 
should include the 
views of the general 
membership. Next year 
it would be hoped that 
this conversation will 
be widened through 
more membership 
consultation. 

Planning is also re-
viewing what needs to 
be done for the Club to 
be compliant with the 
Access for Ontarians 
With Disabilities Act 
(AODA). The Club 
must develop a policy 
within a year (and 
perhaps a published 
plan outlining the 
policy) so standards 
will be in place as to 
how the Club assists 

and provides information to persons with disa-
bilities who are using the Club “services”. 
AODA does not require the Club to retrofit for 
elevators, ramps, etc. but we should enthusias-
tically see what can be done to help the disa-
bled. Since most of us hope to become truly 
“senior” Senior members one day, even for 
selfish reasons we should support this initia-
tive. but generally any disabled person who 
comes to the Club should be supported to the 
extent we can do so. There will be more on this 
at the AGM. 

Personally this has been a season of learning 
what role the Planning Chair can play, asking 
questions of and listening to those who know 
more, while developing my own opinions as to 
what is important. I have found the position 
interesting and can certainly recommend serv-
ing on the board. 

Yard 
Will Harney, yard@qcyc.ca 



9 

What an eventful year it’s 
been – if you take Toron-
to’s famous wind machine 
out of the equation. 

I could recall many short 
stories in this space, like 
getting the call one even-
ing from a PCYC regatta 
official to inform me of 
coach Hazen’s inaugural trophy win for Corin-
thian spirit, another call from CORK with 
information that one of our boats had chal-
lenged Portsmouth Harbour’s infamous rock 
seawalls and had lost big time, or even a ques-
tion from one of our students about whether I 
would be hired by QCYC again next year. All 
good stuff in its own way, but instead I’ll give 
you a brief overview of the season upon which 
the curtain now falls. 

We approached 2013 with growth in mind, 
commensurate with the success we have seen 
in recent years and the Club’s willingness to 
embrace and cultivate that. We piloted a new 
adult dinghy program in June. This got some 
limited traction and great reviews from partici-
pants, but turnout was lower than possible. We 
need better marketing, especially web and word
-of-mouth, and to get established as a provider 
of this kind of program by delivering the social 
element as a co-benefit. It will take time to 
conclude if it makes sense to continue in this 
space. That said, all costs were covered and we 
introduced a few more folks to QCYC. 

We began a structured spring training program 
for youth on weekends and were on the water 
several weeks earlier than usual. This was an 
instant success that got kids in boats early in 
the season and engaged our coach team with a 
bit of bonus work early on. Everyone is keen to 
do this again. 

We addressed a few resource issues that made 
2013 more complicated than it needed to be. 
We acquired a new coach boat in lieu of a sail-
boat, and replaced the magical disappearing 
dinghy trailer. Both of these made the annual 

(Continued on page 12) 

Learn to Sail 
Eric Whan, learntosail@qcyc.ca 
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air intake and pats its oil pan to keep it going, 
and going and going. 

Unplanned, if perhaps predicted, was the fail-
ure of our trusty Dry Sail Hoist. This was more 
than a little dramatic if only because of impec-
cably bad timing, twice. Kudos to Rob Hupfield 
and Jeff Imai for dragging the beast back and 
forth to the city to get it repaired. During the 
second rather lengthy period of convalescence 
for the Hoist, we were lucky that Nick Mather 
was able to provide a loaner hoist that kept our 
Dry Sail fleet from staying dry. Thanks also to 
Dierdre Sadler’s son Nicholas for putting the 
finishing touches on our Hoist to get it back 
into service. The Board of Directors has ap-
proved funds for a more reliable Hoist, which 
we expect to have in place for next season. 

If you planned to haul at the Club this year 
and did, then you should take a minute to 
thank Keith Aldridge and his Cradle Inspection 
protégé, Doug Henderson for taking the time to 
go over your cradle and provide a detailed 
Cradle Inspection Report. If you were red 
flagged, then you got photographs of your cra-

dle worthy of framing as a bonus. 

Planned was the beginning of a new area for 
LTS and member dinghies including our grow-
ing RS400 fleet. This area, west of the rail 
track, served brilliantly to accommodate our 
dolly launched dinghies. This improvement 
would not have been possible with out the hard 
work to plan new temporary ways by Nikolay 
Roshtainsky. We will be seeking suggestions 
and reviewing plans for further improvements 
to the area over the winter. This effort has 
already been given a great start by the excellent 
planning work by Lynda Chubak and the Dry 
Sail and Dinghy Posses. Our goal is to create a 
safe, functional and elegant area at the north 
end of the Yard that serves the needs of our 
Members and helps attract new sailors and 
Members. 

The planned purge of unloved and unclaimed 
dinghies and small boats is well underway with 
Tagging complete and disposal looming. 

Planned, me remembering to thank Bill Eck-
ersley and Eriks Rugelis for keeping the car 

moving and all of us 
safe during Launch and 
Haulout and Jim 
Thorndycraft, Wayne 
Lilly, James Bond and 
the rookie Winch Driv-
ers, for driving and, 
also keeping us safe, 
Klaus Noack and David 
Hall for spotting, Rob-
ert Eckersley for tireless 
cradle wrangling, Nick 
Abrahams for keeping 
everyone in queue, Sue 
Baker for helping keep 
us focused on the goal, 
Gail Smith for the only 
non-alcoholic beverages 
I have ever seen at the 
Club served with 
snacks, Moira Burgess 
for laying it on so thick 
and Peter Broecker for 
reminding us all what a 
good job we are doing. 
Unplanned, me forget-
ting to thank someone 
that I should have. 
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It has been my pleasure 
to serve as your Secre-
tary for the 2012-2013 
year. In this capacity, I 
prepare minutes of 
Board meetings, send 
out notification of mem-
ber meetings, send recip-
rocal notices to other 
clubs, and send cards to mark major life events 
of our members. 

I would like to acknowledge the ongoing sup-
port of Moira Burgess and Glen Newbury, who 
are a great help with this portfolio. Moira 
keeps the reciprocal binder current, mails recip-
rocal notices to clubs which do not have an e-
mail address available, and prepares voting 
packages for member meetings. Glen prepares 
the electronic reciprocal cards in the spring, 

Secretary 
Genia Vanderkruk, secretary@qcyc.ca 

Board Updates 

usually blown away by the charm of the Club 
and the decision to join is almost immediate. If 
they were unsure of the yard aspects, the beau-

(Membership continued from page 6) 

which allows me to send them by e-mail, sav-
ing time and postage costs. 

I’d also like to thank the Communications 
Chair and the web team, for creating a great 
web site which makes it easy to post minutes 
and other communications. You can find these 
under the Members Only section, after you 
have logged in. 

This year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) is 
scheduled for Thursday, December 12, 2013. 
Notices and the package containing minutes of 
last year’s AGM and Directors’ year-end re-
ports, will be sent by e-mail to all senior mem-
bers with an e-mail address on file at the office. 
Hardcopies will be mailed to those for whom 
we do not have a valid e-mail address. You are 
encouraged to keep your contact information 
current to ensure that you receive important 
communications from the Club. I look forward 
to seeing you at the meeting. 

ty of the Club gets them to ask more questions 
about it, trying to weigh the pros/cons in their 
minds. 

The best part is when people comment on the 
things I personally love about QCYC, reinforc-
ing that they are excellent membership pro-
spects and bolstering my adoration for the 
Club. It keeps me from taking what we’ve got 
for granted. 

While the beautiful setting and historic build-
ing are wonderful, it’s the intangible experienc-
es - things people don’t see on the tour – that 
make being part of QCYC so special. 

Race Night 

QCYC comes alive on Wednesday nights. The 
Club is a hub of activity with crew arriving and 
boats launching from the dry sail area. Watch-
ing the boats leave the lagoon for the race is 
really quite beautiful and fundamentally repre-
sents the true spirit of QCYC, who we are and 
why the Club was founded in the first place. 
The competitive energy, dedication and com-
radeship of the sailors create an atmosphere 
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Party Prep 

I can’t speak for the guys, but I do know that 
getting ready for a party at QCYC is an incred-
ible bonding experience that harkens back to 
university. An hour or so prior to a dinner 
dance you’ll find at least 20 women in the 
washroom primping and prepping for the fes-
tivities. Perfume and hairspray waft through 
the room as women vie for a space at the coun-
ter to apply make-up or shave their 
legs. Conversation is boisterous. It’s 
fun, it’s light and it makes you feel 
girlie! It’s totally something I never 
anticipated when joining a yacht club! 

Sundays 

Sundays at QCYC are precious. As the 
Club wakes up, people still in their 
pajamas, wander up to the clubhouse 
to shower, while others may climb the 
stairs to the Great Hall to retrieve 
whatever they lost the night before. 
People generally move a little slower, 
however Sunday is also the day that you 

Board Updates 
that is difficult to articulate and must be experi-
enced. 

Haul Out and Launch 

This has got to be the pinnacle of club spirit, 
cooperation and working together. It’s incredi-
bly hard work. The Yard Chair puts a plan 
together and then, with safety as top priority, 
the boats are moved with the combined effort 
of a mass of people, pushing and pulling. It’s a 
feat of teamwork and shared knowledge that 
has been passed on through the generations. 
It’s also a great time to share stories and have 
some good laughs. 

Friday Night Escape 

I think everyone shares the same sweet antici-
pation of Friday nights in the summer - know-
ing that as soon as the workweek is over, it’s 
off to the Club for the weekend. There is noth-
ing better than getting on the Friday night 
tender, with all your provisions for the week-
end, knowing that you are a mere 15 minutes 
away from ‘island time’. 

will find a resilient group gathered on the front 
lawn doing yoga, while yet another group gath-
ers on the south shore to play their ukuleles. 
The diversity of interests and ‘talent’ of our 
members remarkably meld into ‘just another 
Sunday’ on the island. 

These are the experiences that make member-
ship to QCYC special and why I’m so inspired 
to show others what they can be a part of. 

New Pontoon Boat by Joshua Slee 
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trip to Kingston much more manageable for 
travellers and for those who continued to sail 
in Toronto while the major regatta of the year 
unfolded a few hundred klicks away. 

On to a few personal highlights; the marine 
sale was fabulous thanks to Peter and Moya 
and others who made that happen. The 420 
(fund raiser) regatta was a blast again. I think 
this thing now needs to become a permanent 
calendar entry. Thanks to Graham, the coaches 
and race team for organizing and running it. 
Finally, the Learn to Sail Banquet was well 
attended, and it was very cool to have special 
guest and former LTS student Brenda Bowskill 
on hand to talk about her Olympic campaign, 
fresh off of some outstanding regatta results at 
the highest level. 

Now for the Oscar speech. The single biggest 
factor that determined the LTS program’s suc-
cess in 2013 was the work of head instructor 
Jamie Ingall. Jamie put in a huge effort, begin-
ning immediately after the 2012 season ended. 
Please thank her for her contribution to the 
Club when you have an opportunity. And this 
is not to overshadow the work of Hazen, Dan-
iel, Isabelle and Clare. Great work was done by 
all. 

Thanks to Paula May and Kevin Sheedy for 
making CORK happen. This event depends 
upon volunteer parents and they stepped up. 

Thanks to Scott Forbes for owning our adult 
Keelboat program, which was fully subscribed 
for the third consecutive year. It wouldn’t have, 
had it not been for his fine work. 

Finally, huge thanks go to the new building 
project management team led by Ron and 
David, and the design team behind the stun-
ning structures that now occupy the front lawn 
– Al Rae supported by Greg Reuter. Nice work 
guys. And with Jacqui now spearheading the 
effort to fund the interior finish, I’m confident 
the LTS program will begin to relocate all of its 
paraphernalia late this fall. Just wow. 

As for me, I’m up for one more season as LTS 
Director if the Club will have me. After that, 
one of you will need to step up. If it’s you, let’s 
talk. 

(Learn to Sail continued from page 9) 

We have already raised $5,000 through indi-
vidual donations, the locker sale and the 420 
races last year. There is still $10,000 needed. I 
believe that this is an achievable amount. For 
example if 100 people chose to donate $100 
each we have success. Or 50 people could do-
nate $50 and 50 people could donate $150. Or 
200 people could donate $50 …. I get carried 
away when I think like this. 

I am asking you - member, past member, learn 
to sail graduate - to think about what would be 
missing from your life if you hadn’t learned to 
sail. Please take a minute and make a donation 
- $25 or $250 – to Learn to Sail. Your donation 
is tax deductible if you fill out the form from 
the National Sport Trust Fund. The form is 
available in the office or on the website on the 
home page though it is now two notices down 
at www.qcyc.ca/?q=node/289. 

It would be wonderful to start the next LTS 
season with the tools they need. 

Many members have a personal relationship 
with Learn to Sail. My kids attended when we 
first joined the Club. For some new sailors, the 
experience is transformative. They not only 
have learned how to sail, they have also em-
braced a love of being at one with the wind and 
the water and have developed a new belief in 
themselves. This is why our club offers Learn 
to Sail, to provide others with a glimpse into 
what we all love so much and to continue the 
tradition of sailing into the next generation. 

It is a happy coincidence that our new LTS 
building will have its inaugural season during 
QCYC’s 125th Anniversary year. The LTS and 
locker buildings represent the single largest 
building project at the Club since our club-
house was completed in 1921. These buildings 
transform the look and function of the Club. 
The LTS building has been designed to provide 
a practical and inviting learning and storage 
space. For the past few years, sailors and in-
structors have had nowhere to adequately store 
their possessions, store boat parts or 
present land based instruction. The 
new building gives the space needed 
for all of this. There will be storage for 
people and boats, as well as wall 
space for white boards and even a 
handicapped accessible washroom 

It will take $15,000 to finish the interi-
or of the LTS building. 

This will fund: 

 the washroom fixtures and inte-
rior walls, 

 the storage areas for personal 
possessions, 

 the pegs for life jackets, 

 the storage lockers for boat parts, 

 the racks for boats, 

 white boards for land based 
lessons, and 

a myriad of items large and small to 
make our instructional program better 
and more engaging. 

Who Taught You How t o Sail? 
Jacqui Cook  – sailor since 2002 

New LTS Building by Heather Jackson 
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dinner) with displays 
covering 124 years 
history of the Club and 
movies on two screens 
covering the last 25 
years. Richard Slee gave 
a presentation on the 
early days of the Club at 5pm covering from 
1888 to 1925 which was well received. 

With the help of Mary Harsant we assembled 
three display cases in the Club House lobby. 

Items from Al Rae Senior and 
Paul and Nan Beaudreau were 
set out in the cases. I would 
encourage members with memo-
rabilia from QCYC to donate or 
loan them for display. 

An initial batch of special 2014 
Burgees has been produced for 
distribution to Yacht Clubs 
around the Lake. These will go 
on sale to members next year. 
We have also produced a beauti-
ful 2014 Flag designed by Yves 
Florak in a large 3’X6” and medi-

um 18”X36” formats. These are on sale at the 
Office now. 

The Committee plans the following activities for 
2014. We encourage all members to become 
involved and support QCpYC’s 125th celebra-
tions: 

Activities throughout the Year in 2014 

 Special 125th Quick Clipper and Clipper 
Mastheads to Promote activities. 

 Biweekly historical pieces for the Quick 
Clipper – Tony Arajuo and Richard Slee 

 Invite all special guests. 
 Selling of 125th Burgees, Flags, Pins and 

memorabilia 

Specific Activities 

 December 12 2013 – Five minute visual 
history of the Club for the AGM 

 April 27, 2014 - Visit to Thomas World 

Your 125th Anniversary Committee comprised 
of Wayne Lilley Advisor, Pat Whetung, Tony 
Araujo, Joan Allison, Don Hinchley, and Yves 
Florak continues to work away on activities this 
year and for our 125th Anniversary in 2014. 
Unfortunately we lost a very active and creative 
member Roz Ross who was forced to resign for 
personal reasons. We also have support and 
assistance from David Hall, Linda Toms and 
Trevor B. Spurr. The Committee held a meeting 
on August 10th at the Club House where the 
budget and activities were discussed. 

We held a Movie Night from 7pm to 8:45 Au-
gust 16, 2013. We used movie footage from 1994 
to 2013. Though we used the Telephone Com-
mittee we only had about 25 members out. We 
sold movie DVDs and raffled off a pen created 
by Don Hinchley. 

We also used the Telephone Committee to pro-
mote The Heritage Day and Dinner to be held 
on September 15. The dinner menu was from an 
actual1905 QCYC menu. Only 22 members 
signed up and All Set Catering requested a mini-
mum of 30. One reason given for not being able 
to attend was a conflicting event at RCYC. We 
went forward with the Heritage Day (without the 

125th Anniversary Committee 
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca 

grave in St. James Cemetery 
 May opening of Restaurant – have 125th 

wine ready 
 May or June dedication of new buildings 

and sealing in of 125th Time Capsule 
 May 17, 2014 – 125 Anniversary Sail Past 
 June 2, 2014 - Council of Commodores 

meeting at the Club with reception and 
perhaps a short presentation 

 June to August Flotilla of our boats go 
around the lake visiting other Yacht Clubs 
promoting our 125th. The leader of the 
flotilla will fly a large flag designed by 
Yves Florak. 

 June 21, 2014 – Old Movie Night high-
lights of the best from the past two years. 

 August 15, 2014 – Heritage Celebration – 
CN Tower lit in Blue, White and Gold 

 August 16, 2014 - 125 Anniversary Com-
modore’s Ball at the Club. 

 September 13, 2014 Heritage Day - Recog-
nition of the longest memberships; involve 
the local community; encourage publicity 
by Communications Committee. Create a 
top 125 in 125 (members to be honoured 
who contributed over the 125 years – liv-
ing and dead – look at trophy winners) and 
create a display to hang for the day. Also 
include WW I and II members in this 
display. 

The next meeting of the Committee will be on 
October 20th at 10am in the Club house. 

Board Updates 
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About 30% of pictures are either taken with 
cell phones or uploaded and the upload service 
reduces the size. Members are encouraged to 
use Dropbox, Skydrive or Gdrive for picture 
uploads to preserve the original resolution or 
to change the quality of upload in a service like 
Picassa. If a Design and Layout Artist identifies 
the issue with a specific picture we can follow-
up and sometimes get a higher quality picture 
from the photographer. There was also an issue 
with low quality ads which the Chair will ad-
dress. 

Website 

As of September 22 we have 272 members 
registered (out of 314) of those 164 are Senior 
Members (out of 148 - which includes unit 
members). Arleigh Crawford Assistant Web-
master has been given full administrator privi-
leges so that he can implement the online 
Membership Roster which is now fully opera-
tional. The top web pages accessed as of Sep-
tember 26 are: 

A reconciliation was done in June of members 
and website registrations and two individuals 
who are no longer members were removed in 
accordance with Board policy. We have not 
been able to post the past Quick Clippers to 
the members' only section as resources have 
not been available. The pictures galleries have 
been updated for 2012 and 13. There were 
approximately 2,100 pictures submitted in 
2012. We have added old Clippers back to 
1967 (and older sets from 1925, 1944, and 
1947). We have also been able to obtain miss-

ing Clippers from members and the Toronto 
Archives. These will be uploaded as time per-
mits. We continue to load archival materials in 
the new archives section of the website (under 
Our Spirit) which will preserve charts/maps, 
documents, drawings/paintings, newspaper 
articles, photos, publications, stories and vide-
os. Members of the 125th Committee have 
direct access to the Archives so that they can 
load their research, photos, and scanned docu-
ments directly to the website. We have not 
been able to have RSS feeds on the Notice 
pages and it does not appear to be feasible. Un-
moderated Discussion Boards have been imple-
mented though not heavily used. We will eval-
uate and implement Drupal Calendar in 2014. 
In the work hours area we will explore the 
feasibility of submitting work hours online for 
next year. Directors will keep up to date the 
listing of current jobs available for members on 
the Members-Only section of the website. The 
Office Manager, the Quick Clipper and Tele-
phone Committee will be able to direct mem-
bers who want jobs to this page or give them 
the information. 

We are still having issues with the accuracy of 
the Tender Schedule database as no one seems 
to want to take responsibility for it. Communi-
cations undertook to develop this online appli-
cation and develop Smartphone apps that 
would communicate to the membership the 
current tender schedule. It was developed with 
the understanding that the Office and Fleet 
would take over its maintenance as Communi-
cations does not have the resources to do this. 
The Office and Fleet have expressed concerns 
about doing this. This continues to lead to a 
number of inaccuracies in the schedule and a 
lack of timeliness in updating the database that 
in turn updates the Website and smart phone 
apps. Members have complained about this. 
The issue needs to be resolved. 

The Committee would like to see the ability to 
make online payments and to register for 
events on the Website. This might be possible 
and the Chair will explore this with the Web-
master, new Entertainment Chair and the 
Treasurer. Arleigh Crawford the Assistant 
Webmaster was congratulated on the new 
online Membership Roster. It was suggested 
that he add the ability to search by boat name 
which he agreed to do. 

bers 24 to 48 hours to open them. 

Jim Neundorf continues to do a great job as 
moderator on Tuesdays. Victor Granic has 
recently volunteered to do the Thursday issue 
of the Quick Clipper. Recently there has been 
an increase in “Emergency” Quick Clippers to 
the point that they out number regular Quick 
Clippers. The Chair has spoken to the Board of 
Directors about what constitutes an emergency. 
Elizabeth Rose, a new member of the Commit-
tee and newer member of Club suggested that 
the Membership Chair and Office ensure that 
new members are aware of how to subscribe to 
the Quick Clipper and Website. We found that 
100% of new senior members (40 since 2009) 
were receiving the Quick Clipper and 90% had 
registered on the Website. The Membership 
Chair and Office appear to be doing a great job 
at getting new members signed up. 

Clipper 

We will continue to mail the print Clipper out 
to those individuals who hold out of town 
memberships (9) and Honourary members who 
are not able to get to the Club (33). The Clipper 
was published in full colour four times this 
year. On May 1 Mary Harsant did the layout of 
36 pages, July 4 Christopher Sumpton, 32 pag-
es, August 15 Heather Jackson, 28 pages and 
October 15 Arleigh Crawford, 36 pages. Sub-
mission deadlines are two weeks before the 
publishing date. We have a budget for an aver-
age of 32 pages per issue. We will continue to 
use those software programs that volunteers 
are comfortable with i.e. Apple QuarkXPress 
(June and October), and Microsoft Publisher 
(May and August). This will allow us to engage 
more members for layout. Templates have been 
developed for Publisher, and QuarkXPress. The 
Chair sent out a printing tender for the year 
and Island Studios was the successful bidder. 
We have encouraged more articles from mem-
bers, continue the Rear Commodore's popular 
"Safety Corner" and include information about 
other Yacht Clubs. We have started with the 
Burlington Sailing and Cruising Club which we 
cruised to in early August and did a report on 
the Mimico Cruise. 

The Communications Committee raised a con-
cern about the quality of the pictures. Many 
can’t be used because of their low resolution. 

(Communications continued from page 6) 

16857 Board of Directors 

14353 Tender Schedule 

12712 Racing Talk 

8934 Photo Galleries 

8721 Tender 

8088 Wednesday Series 

6667 Members 

5548 Visitors Information 

5069 QCYC Open Regatta 

4998 Youth Sailing Camp 

4630 Sailing 

4526 Membership Categories 

4341 Registration Forms 

4341 Facilities 

3801 Club Calendar 

3740 Restaurant 

3740 Club Racing 
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contributions of additional funds to finish the 
Learn to Sail building. We need white boards, 
lockers, office equipment, furnishings, IT equip-
ment, etc., to make it a completely operational 
facility. 

This summer saw a much needed major over-
haul on the Robins which unfortunately took it 
out of commission for most of the summer but 
has now returned running as good as ever and 
hopefully for many more years. Laurence 
Concannon was instrumental in making that 
happen. It also saw the introduction of the 
pontoon boat to our fleet spearheaded by Law-
rence Reiber, out Fleet Captain. Not everyone’s 

(Vice Commodore, continued from page 3) 

idea of a ascetically pleasing club tender but 
undoubtedly a very cost effective alternative to 
running the Algonquin Queen mostly empty, or 
taxing the Robbins even further. And a much 
smoother ride than either if you don’t mind the 
wind in your hair. Further steps are planned 
for next year to better keep off the rain. 

The expansion of the dry sail area to the west 
side of the tracks for both the RS400 fleet and 
the LTS boats also took place this summer. Our 
Yard Chair, Will Harney, facilitated the tempo-
rary removal of the ways to make this possible. 
Combined with this is a study headed by 
Lynda Chubak to review options for improving 
the efficiency of the drysail area and the very 
congested bit of sea wall between the main club 
and the end of the old dinghy shed. This area is 
now shared by the tenders, the pump out, the 
dinghy ramp, the drysail crane, and visitor’s 
slip. It is getting pretty crowded in there some 
days. 

Eric Whan, our LTS Chair also bought a new 
crash boat for the LTS program. This hard 
bottomed inflatable has also done double duty 
as a mark boat helping our Rear Commodore, 
Graham Dougall, for the senior Club race com-
mittee. 

And we also completed a much needed refur-
bishing of the flagpole headed up by our 
Grounds Chair Mike Kelly. 

And of course none of this just happens. It 
involves the concerted effort of many individu-
al members well above and beyond the normal 
call of duty. To recognise these members we 
have instituted a Queen City Super Star Award 
to selected individuals whose efforts each year 
make a difference. These awards were handed 
out at the Presentation Dinner to over 20 mem-
bers whose efforts either this year or combined 
with previous years made a difference to the 
well being of Queen City. These names will be 
annually added to a magnificent wooden 
plaque hand crafted by Fred Mayerhofer for 
display in the main club house. 

But not all was good in 2013. We are sad to 
learn that our long time Club Manager, Don 
Ferguson has decided to retire. Don came on 
board seven years ago and his architectural 
background was invaluable in getting the Club 
back on track after the near tragic fire. Since 

Other Communications Vehicles 

We have set up two Twitter accounts QCYC-
TOG - General and QCYCTOR – Racing. We 
are pursuing members who create videos and 
encourage them to post them on the QCYC 
Video YouTube Channel. Communications 
need to pursue and promote these new forms of 
communications with Club members. Placing 
linking icons on the website has been done. 
Keith Nunn has volunteered to do the tweeting 
for the Communications Twitter account. The 
account is more active and I would encourage 
members to sign up as followers. 

Telephone Committee 

The Board requested that the Chair form a 
Telephone Committee at the March Meeting to 
encourage members to participate in work 
parties. I have five volunteers to date thanks to 
Pat Whetung who agreed to organize and man-
age the Committee. The Committee is com-
prised of Pat Whetung Chair, Janet White, 
Rosemary O'Sullivan and Vanessa Alexander. 
Unfortunately I was not able to get them orga-
nized quickly enough for the April 27 work 
party. We used the Committee to promote the 
Movie Night in August, the Heritage Day and 
Dinner on September 15 and the Work Party 
on October 5. 

Photo Awards 

Don Hinchley won both the QCYC Best Pic-
ture and the Picture showing best QCYC Spirit 
Awards this year. They were awarded at the 
Awards Banquet on September 28, 2013. 
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then he has been an integral and important 
part of the successful operation of the Club. His 
knowledge of the day to day operations of 
Queen City will take a long time to replace. 
But a search committee has been formed to find 
a replacement for next season. 

We were also saddened to hear of the decision 
of our long time caterers All Set, that’s Silka 
and Rob to most of us, to also retire from 
Queen City. They have been running the res-
taurant and bar and providing catering services 
at Queen City for 11 years, though it seems 
they have always been here. But it is a lot of 
work and they need a rest and have this peculi-
ar desire for a “normal” life. So, a search is on 
also for their replacements, but they will cer-
tainly be missed. 

So, like I said, it’s been an eventful year at 
Queen City. But the changes outlined above 
will make the Club stronger than ever. What 
we are doing is building for the future. 

a dock, and allocated according to seniority etc. 

The new OOD schedule, that we only ramped 
up for major events or when there was no Dock 
Master, and created on a first call for volun-
teers then back filled with conscription, went 
well. I hope the Club continues with this ap-
proach next year. 

Due to the labours of Eriks and his helpers, 
whose names I don’t know, the broken boards 
on Green sections board walk got replaced. 
Frank, Alan, John, Neil and others worked the 
barge making the moorings field safe. Broken 
dock boards were replaced when someone 
found them, normally the Moorings’ Chair 
when thumping the boards in frustration. 

Either this fall or early next spring the chains 
for the tyres and docks should be inspected, 
and fixed before they fail and break. 

Irena and I wish you a totally awesome Fall 
and a rip roaring Winter, unless you left your 
lines in the water….. The Souls of Past Sailors 
from the Lagoon will get you. 

(Moorings continued from page 7) 
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detailed recap of our adventures and misadven-
tures. In this article, I have chosen to highlight 
a few of our favourite Canadian stops “off the 
beaten channel” on the first section of our trip - 
along the ‘Down East Circle Route’. This is not 
to detract from the other wonderful places we 
visited in Canada (such as Montreal, Quebec 

City, Halifax) or the rest of our amazing adven-
tures cruising down the US Eastern Seaboard 
or the Bahamas…. but we have to start some-
where. To get you oriented, here is a map of 
this part of our trip: the blue markers show our 
stops, and red pins are the ones I will high-
light. 

1. Chrysler Park Marina, Upper Canada Vil-
lage 

Weather plays a large role in enjoyment when 
cruising, and we had perfect sunshine as we 
docked at Chrysler Marina near Cornwall, 
Ontario. This early in the season, the marina 
was quiet – the pool and bar/restaurant closed, 
and dredging underway to expand the already 

large marina basin. The rest 
of the facilities – docks, 
washrooms, laundry and 
shop were great…. nicer 
and cheaper than many of 
the municipal marinas we 
had encountered along the 
St. Lawrence Seaway. The 
real reason we stopped here 
was to visit Upper Canada 
Village – two “free” tickets 
are included in the docking 
price. This historic village 
was created from buildings 
saved and moved when the 
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….a few highlights of the Down East Circle 
Route 

We were excited and somewhat anxious as we 
finally set off from QCYC on our long-planned 
one-year adventure aboard T’ai Chi, our be-
loved 42’ Cabo Rico. Steve had finished work 
late the evening before D-Day, and we were 
anxious to get underway on the appointed day 
despite a few key unfinished boat-readiness 
projects. So we skedaddled and tucked in 
around the corner at Bluffers Yacht Club on a 
reciprocal to complete our projects! At least we 
felt that we had embarked upon our adventure. 
Bluffers was extremely hospitable, and we were 
able to complete our projects without the inter-
ruption of many goodbyes. So as not to bore 
club members who read our blog 
(www.adjustingoursails.com) this will not be a 

surrounding area was flooded during the build-
ing of the St. Lawrence Seaway. The two mile 
walk to the Village from the marina through 
pretty parkland prepared us to step back in 
time. The interpretive displays in the museum 
part are excellent, and the buildings in the 
village itself are authentically maintained - a 
charming recreation of life in the 1860s. Tradi-
tional farming techniques are demonstrated 
through the growing of heritage vegetables and 
raising of heritage livestock breeds. Ornamen-
tal gardens throughout the village feature flora 
fashionable in the late Victorian era. Weavers, 
spinners and dressmakers demonstrate tradi-
tional handiwork. Aspects of late 19th-century 
social life, music, religion and politics are dis-
cussed and demonstrated by knowledgeable 
staff dressed in clothing of the period. The 
cheese factory, tin maker, apothecary, school-
room, woolen mill, flour mill, jail, and farm are 
fully-functioning. Horse-drawn barges ply the 
canal and carts and carriages buzzed around 
between farms and homes. To top it all, the 
licensed hotel served excellent meals from 
village farm produce, locally made cheeses and 
cured meats – at 19th century prices! A great 
deal. We caught the steam train back – by 
request it stopped and dropped us off at the 
marina. 

2. Portneuf, Quebec 

We would not have stopped here had it not 
been for the suggestion of young friends from 
Montreal, Arianne and Francis. They joined us 
in Trois Riviere and sailed with us down to 
Portneuf where Arianne’s parents lived. We 
were a little apprehensive when the weather 
forecast at Trois Riviere including gale warn-
ings and thunderstorms - we had to strategical-
ly time the down river trip to ensure we en-
countered the Richelieu rapids en route at slack 
flood. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway is only 250 metres 
wide as it passes these rapids and the idea of 
meeting one of the large freighters that ply the 
waterway in this area gave me butterflies. I 
needn’t have worried. We had a perfect down-
wind sail and a current boost to carry us down-
river – a very pleasant, no-engine day. The 
wind dropped suddenly as we approached the 
longest pier along the St. Lawrence – Portneuf 
marina sits at the end of a one mile causeway 
jutting out along a scenic bend of the St. Law-

Off the Beaten Channel 
Elizabeth Rose — Tai Chi 

Upper Canada Village, Morrisburg, Ontario 
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rence River, about 23 miles from Quebec City. 
Practice up your French if you do stop 
here….it is one of those more rural parts of 
our country where English is seldom heard. 
We were lucky to have on-board interpreters 
with us, and the marina staff were very friend-
ly. The upper-level marina restaurant has a 
reputation as one of the best along the sea-
way…not cheap, but great fine dining with an 
amazing view of seaway traffic. With our 
friends, we toured the pretty little town – typi-
cally Quebec – and enjoyed a four-course meal 
at the storybook home of Arianne’s parents. 
Portneuf is situated between some of the pretti-
est towns in Quebec with plenty to see and do 
in the vicinity. This region renowned for its 
cheeses, so to sample them it is worth a visit to 
Fromagerie des Grondines in Portneuf. It was 
for us a perfect rest stop before the tourist traps 
of Quebec City. 

3. Tadoussac, Quebec 

We entered the infamously tricky waters 
around Tadoussac in dense fog, and might 
have missed seeing whales if we had not al-
most run into a couple of Minkes and a bevvy 
of seals as we neared the towering, but almost 
invisible, Prince Shoal light. This was our intro-
duction to the Gulf of St. Lawrence Marine 
Park, a breeding ground for many marine 
mammals, including endangered beluga and 
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blue whales. The fog lifted as we entered 
Tadoussac marina, and as we walked around 
the pretty town in the afternoon the sky was 
blue and cloudless. We enjoyed a great meal 
out at a popular and lively restaurant, La Bo-
heme. We had engine problems the next day 
while we were travelling up the Saguenay, a 
beautiful natural fiord, so ended up spending 
more time in Tadoussac than originally intend-
ed. The good part was that it was a great place 
to spend time – we explored the Whale Inter-
pretive Centre a short walk from the marina, 
walked the long beach at low tide, hiked to a 
nearby lake for a swim, and enjoyed sundown-

ers on the rocks overlooking the mouth of the 
Saguenay, watching whales breach. The bad 
news is that the marina here measures the 
space you take along their long docks and 
charges you accordingly so we were charged 
for 53 feet, not 42 (boat size) or 46 (our LOA). 
But the marina manager was fluently bilingual 
and very friendly and helpful, and we met up 
with cruising friends and a well-known local 
artist who spent summers on his sailboat. He 
was docked just ahead of us, and came aboard 
to translate for us when the engine mechanic 
arrived. Staying on afterwards, he “traded” 
Newfoundland Screech for Laphroig Scotch 
and we enjoyed his stories! 

4. Bonaventure Island, Quebec 

We left the pretty bay of Gaspe, reaching in 15 
knot winds as we rounded yet another beauti-
ful Gaspe lighthouse promontory to admire one 
of the most iconic Canadian vistas – that of 
Perce Rock. We were making good time as we 
sailed towards Percé Rock, wing on wing, the 
red precipitous cliffs and hole at the end an 
awesome vista against the clear blue sky. The 
day was turning out to be idyllic, so, following 
our hankering not to miss a real ‘Blue Planet’ 
experience, we decided to drop our sails and go 
over to aptly-named Bonaventure Island. We 
dropped hook near the single pier where tour-
ist boats from Perce regularly drop their load of 
visitors….. the only boat in the pretty (but 
somewhat exposed) cove. Two seals popped by 
to greet us, as we lowered the dinghy for the 
short trip to the beach near the visitors’ Centre. 
Bonaventure Island is owned by Parks Canada 

(Continued on page 22) 

Portneuf Quebec 

Tadoussac Quebec 
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Women Skipper’s Race / Ribfest 

Photos by Don Hinchley, Jeff Imai and Genia Vanderkruk 
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Photos by Don Hinchley and Genia Vanderkruk 

Heritage Night / Weenie Roast  / Jazz Night 
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Pig Roast 

Photos by Don Hinchley and Genia Vanderkruk  



21 

Awards 

Photos by Jim Dow and Don Hinchley  
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hungry chick, to fly-covered chick corpses, 
sadly still guarded by a confused parent. De-
spite the pungent odour, we were entranced. 
Wheeling and showing off their aerobatics, 
flowing strings of gannets were returning from 
feeding grounds. It was an incredible spectacle. 
We hurried back along the 1.5 mile trail, and 
emerged in a field of purple fireweed to see Tai 
Chi bobbing prettily below; admired by tour 
boat visitors on the hillside and dock…one of 
those proud moments that takes your breath 
away. 

5. L’Anse a Beaufils, Quebec 

A harbour office in a microbrewery? What’s 
not to like about that? L’Anse a Beaufils has 
even more to offer than that…pretty Gaspe 
surroundings, playhouse, restaurant and beach, 

this really is a gem of a port. We sailed into the 
packed little harbour on a Friday evening, to 
find a dredger in the entrance channel (eeek!) 
and boats packed like sardines on the marina 
docks. However, the larger-than-life, notorious 
and well-liked marina manager shouted for us 
to pull up alongside the wharf further into the 
harbour. We consulted our charts which 
showed a depth of 1.2 metre in that section. Oh
-oh. We called out to some other boats along 
the wall and they assured us that it was newly 
dredged with plenty of depth so we inched our 
way in and sure enough, we had 15 feet – at 
least at high tide! We used our 100 foot long 
spring lines on the fixed wharf and set out to 
pay and explore. We found the congenial dock 
master enjoying a beer with friends on the 
wharf and paid him $42 cash – 1$/foot. A long 
building beside us housed a restaurant and bar, 
a live theatre, washrooms and, upstairs, a fan-
tastic gallery and artisan boutique which had 
some truly lovely local art – paintings, pottery, 
jewelry, cards, and gifts. We met some other 
cruisers and joined them for dinner on the 
patio. We sampled the local Pit Caribou mi-
crobrewery beer which was excellent. After 
dinner, we went to get back onto the boat and 
found that it had dropped so low on the wharf 
with the outgoing tide that Liz had trouble 
jumping down…..and once down, could not get 
back off! So we “missed” attending the live 
music evening, which had brought out crowds 
of locals as well as visiting boats. We heard the 
partying continue into the wee hours of the 
morning. A little unfortunate really as we 
planned a 5 am start for the long crossing of 
the Bay of Chaleur the next day. Boats had 
continued to pack in and were rafted two or 
three deep to the boats in front and behind us. 

– its primary residents are thousands of birds 
including the largest (100,000 strong) northern 
gannet colony in the world. Well-maintained 
forested trails lead across the Island, spreading 
out the tour boat visitors so you can soak up 
the serenity of nature, and the chirping of birds 
– many rare species for avid birders to relish. 
As we neared the Atlantic coast the chirping 
gave way to a cacophony, and we could smell 
the gannet colony before we suddenly emerged 
from the woods onto the cliff-top fenced view-
ing area and hides. 

Through the melee of squawking and activity, 
we were able to observe various stages of life-
event – from courtship, to egg, to insatiably 

(Off the Beaten Channel continued from page 17) 

Bonaventure Island, Percé Rock, Quebec 

Garnet Colony, Bonaventure Island, Quebec L’Anse a Beaufils, Quebec 
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a great place for dinghy gunk holing. We low-
ered the dinghy in the afternoon and explored 
the nearby beach. We spent the afternoon 
beachcombing in the lovely soft sand, finding 
small blue starfish and watching crabs scuttle 
away in the warm shallow water, and the sea-
gulls, herons and terns on the newly exposed 
low-tide areas. We spent the evening listening 
to the calls of gulls and eagles and the gently 
slapping of waves on shore as we watched the 
sun set in the serene bay. 

7. Ballantynes Cove, Nova Scotia 

As we rounded Cape George, admiring from 
the ocean the lighthouse perched on top of the 
hill, our eyes were peeled for the entrance to 
the tiny harbour nestling in the inside elbow of 
the promontory. We entered the small harbour 
and were ably directed and assisted by a young 
female dock master to an end T dock opposite 
the tuna fleet lining the fixed wharves. No 
water or power yet in the harbour, but at $25 
per night we did not complain! The marina 

office was inside the Tuna Fishing museum, 
which was informative and did not take long to 
tour. We were lucky to catch a ride up the hill 
to the Fort George lighthouse, and hiked part 
of the extensive trails on the headland, known 
locally as the Mini-Cabot Trail, soaking up the 
amazing vista across the bay to the Canso 
Straight, overlooking the cute little harbour. 
Back in the harbour we ordered take-out from 
a little shack called “Fish and Ships” and con-
curred with the rave reviews which had enticed 
us to sample the local offerings in the first 
place. We swam off the pebbly beach in the 
evening, and left early the next morning, pass-
ing sunbathing cormorant sentinels on the 
breakwater as we slipped out silently and set 
sail for the Canso Straight. 

8. Little Harbour, Cape Breton 

Once of the loveliest cruising grounds in the 
world, the Bras D’Or (arms of gold) Lakes are 
really an inland sea. An abundance of unspoilt 
anchorages, sandy beaches, friendly locals and 

Luckily no-one was rafted to us and we man-
aged a sleek spring-off exit to quietly slip out of 
the jam in the early dawn. 

6. Merigomesh, Nova Scotia 

Imagine a protected bay with finger-like 
branches so that no matter the wind direction 
you can find secluded anchorage, lined with 
sand beaches and surrounded by rolling rural 
Nova Scotian countryside….a bit like the 
Chesapeake but without any other sailboats 
jostling for position in the anchorage! Although 
the weather was not ideal for our short stay 
here, it was good enough to admire and appre-
ciate the idyllic surroundings. We had encoun-
tered a whale and lots of seals and porpoises 
on our way into the bay – off the Caribou 
Channel, south of Pictou Island. Inside Meri-
gomesh Bay, we anchored in the pretty eastern 
bay of the lake-like inlet between Salvage Point 
and Dulse Rocks, a little off to the side of the 
tidal channel which flowed swiftly at peak ebb 
and flood. We were the only boat there. This is 

Vista across the bay to the Canso Straight Little Harbour, Cape Breton 

Merigomesh, Nova Scotia Ballantynes Cove, Nova Scotia 
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great scenery sets the stage for relaxing cruis-
ing – good wind in open stretches and easy 
navigating between great overnight stops. Our 
favourite stop here was Little Harbour. With 
the help of the excellent online cruisers guide 
and our charts – we found the hidden entrance 
and followed another sailboat that seemed 
almost to run up on a beach and disappear 
through the narrow gap which opened to a 
wide and peaceful bay. We could almost touch 
beaches on either side with our boat hook and 
our charts showed us crossing land, but we 
never touched the bottom with our six foot keel 
as we entered. Inside, we anchored to the right 
of the channel, to the dismay of a bald eagle 
whose scree-scree calls alerted us as he fished 
nearby. After a swim we crossed the bay in our 
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dinghy to visit the Cape Breton Smokehouse, 
where we were able to buy some incredible 
smoked salmon from the Austrian owners of 
this beautiful log restaurant. There were a few 
other boats in Little Harbour when we were 
there, but the boats were anchored well apart, 
allowing each other to enjoy the peace and 
serenity of the pristine bay. 

9. Tor Bay, Nova Scotia 

Having gained more “experience” than we 
bargained for on our first day sailing along the 
exposed Atlantic craggy coast heading from 
Cape Breton to Halifax, we were ready to find 
a calm anchorage. We had passed close to a 
magnificent whale, and had been pleased with 
the ocean conditions in the morning, but the 

wind and seas were building steadily in the 
afternoon and we were stressed out by recur-
rent engine and inverter problems. We consult-
ed our charts and chose nearby Tor Bay to 
head into for the night. It was a large open bay 
rather than a small cove, but as we rounded the 
headland into the lee, we found suitable protec-
tion from the wind. We anchored off a beach, 
away from any signs of habitation. We decided 
to lower the dinghy, grab some refreshments, 
and set off to explore. We found a beautiful, 
untouched sand beach, with rock pools at each 
end, inhabited only be noisy terns and a her-
ring gull or two. We were the only sailboat in 
the bay and did not even see any small com-
mercial fishing boats though there must have 
been some around. If you like peace and seclu-
sion and unspoilt beaches, this is the place to 
go. 

10. Liskard River, Nova Scotia 

Along the Atlantic Coast of Nova Scotia we 
learned to plan our route/ waypoints with at 
least three optional destinations depending on 
sea and weather conditions – a long reach, a 
decent day and an early-bale-out option. Alt-
hough conditions were fair as we set out from 
Tor Bay towards Halifax, we were enticed by 
the description of the Liskeard River and de-
cided to indulge ourselves. So after just five 
hours underway we diverged from our course 
to enter the Liskard River mouth and mean-
dered up the narrowing wooded river. The 
water turned to the colour of steeped tea and 
we left curious seals behind as we carefully 
meandered up the narrowing and shallowing 
river, with dense woods soon crowding us on 
both sides. Eagles soared overhead. As we 
began to question turning around in the nar-
row river we saw Liskeard Mill in front of us, 

Liskard River, Nova Scotia 

Liskeard Mill Tor Bay, Nova Scotia 
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dime-sized ones. At certain times of year, we 
were told, the beach is littered with them. The 
long stretch of white sand and azure clear wa-
ter compared favourably with Bahamian beach-
es, though the water temperature did not! It 
was a tad icy even in August. We sat on the 
reed-covered dune as shadows lengthened in 
the late afternoon sun, listening to noisy terns 
expressing their dissatisfac-
tion at sharing the beach 
with herring gulls and 
humans, and admiring the 
scenery and our boat at 
anchor in the bay. A rocky 
island and creek/inlet 
break up the long stretches 
of soft white sand into 
three crescent shaped 
beaches. This has to be one 
of the most beautiful, and 
unspoilt, beaches in Cana-
da. 

12. Meteghan, Nova Scotia 

This was not on our origi-
nal rough trip outline, but 
we met up with old univer-
sity buddies in Shelbourne, 
Nova Scotia, who invited 
us to visit them so we 
made an extra stop after 
rounding Cape Sable. 
Mary, our friend, was the 
only girl in Steve’s UNB 
Forestry class of 65, and 
her husband Delbai 
Comeau is from one of the 
original Acadian settler 

families, and a former first mate of the famed 
Bluenose. Meteghan (www.meteghanmarina.ca) 
is a cute little harbour of fishing vessels, with 
one finger dock reserved for local and visiting 
sailboats. Dockage is available at a very rea-
sonable $20 flat fee. There is a fresh seafood 
outlet nearby and the Tim Horton’s and village 
is within walking distance. The Acadians, early 

(Continued on page 26) 

and an open space on the T-dock. We had tried 
calling on VHF to no avail so we tied up and 
went up the path to the resort’s marina to 
enquire. To our relief they had no boats 
booked overnight so we could stay! We made 
use of the hotels lovely grounds and facilities – 
went for a swim and a sauna and then dinner 
on the patio. Their specialty is planked salmon 
cooked outside in their brick oven. From the 
patio we looked down on the bend in the river 
where Tai Chi bobbed patiently in the dock. 
Three other sailboats had made their way up 
the river later in the day, and they were now 
anchored slightly downriver, finding no room 
at the Inn - we had taken up the only dock 
space. As the early morning mist gave way to 
sunshine the next day, they made a picture-
postcard scene as we left the dock and got 
underway again to Halifax. 

11. Carter’s Beach, Nova Scotia 

“Downeast” Maine cruisers rave about Roque 
Island, ME, and its lovely remote beach. We 
went there and enjoyed it, but it did not come 
close, in our view, to Carter’s Beach, Part Ma-
toun (pronounced Mat-oon), Nova Scotia. We 
had a choppy, blustery sail from Lunenburg 
with a couple of guests aboard so we were all 
relieved to sail into the bay and drop our sails 
in calmer conditions. We kept our distance 
from the shipwreck-prone Spectacle Islands, 
and anchored behind a power cruiser (the only 
other boat in the bay) off the “wineglass” semi-
circular white sand of the beach. Apart from 
one other boat in the sheltered bay, this pris-
tine, wine-glass shaped beach was ours to ex-
plore. We waded in the shallows looking for 
sand-dollars but only found small quarter and 
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Church Point, Eglise Sainte-Marie 

Carter’s Beach, Nova Scotia Meteghan, Nova Scotia 
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Safety Corner    

French settlers, were expelled from their homes 
in the Annapolis Valley, as well as other parts 
of Canada, by the British in 1755, when Britain 
was at war with France. Many never returned. 
Acadian refugees settled and stayed in France 
and the Southern US – e.g. Louisiana (hence 
the French Quarter of New Orleans, for exam-
ple). Others were allowed back to Nova Scotia 
a decade or two later when England made 
peace with France; however, their homes and 
farms in the valley had been redistributed so 
they were forced to resettle in a government-
approved area, and granted claims in Clare 
region, where, through their industriousness, 
ship building, logging, fishing and farming 
flourished. 

Despite increasing fog, Mary and Liz opted to 
go mackerel fishing, and Liz enjoyed learning 
the arts of jigging and rowing a dory while she 
and Mary multi-tasked with some soul-sister 
sharing of life’s joys and challenges. Mean-
while Steve and our cruising pals enjoyed a 
local tour with Del – visiting the Bangor 
Sawmill, one of the last water-powered turbine 
mills in North America; Indian falls on the 
Meteghan River, the Comeau fish plant and 
breakwater, and the Theriault boat builders. 
Del was a fantastic tour guide, so full of histo-
ry, knowledge and interesting local stories, 
coloured by experience. Meteghan River was 
once a thriving port, known for excellent ship-
building – large sailing vessels and later, sleek 
rum-running boats, equipped with the latest 
stealth technology of the day. In nearby 
Church Point we admired the tall steeple of 
Eglise Sainte-Marie, the largest wooden church 
tower in North America, and Rendez-vous de 
la Baie, a cafe and art gallery, which contained 
a historic photo exhibit and a very good Acadi-
an Interpretive Centre. We tasted rappie pie 
and fricot, a similar Acadian chicken and pota-
to stew. We so enjoyed the friendly hospitality 
and unique charm of the area that we delighted 
we had stayed a while. 

(Beaten Channel continued from page 25) 

Each time I start to write this column, I don’t 
have to spend much time thinking about a 
topic as usually there has been a recent inci-
dent that can be the focus. This column is no 
exception. Thanks to Pat Whetung for provid-
ing a description of the incident and allowing it 
to be published. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, September 8th, 
Strange Device was about to enter the QCYC 
lagoon after finishing the second day of racing. 
The winds were under 10 knots with calm seas. 
As this point, Pat Whetung went forward and 
with a misstep ended in the water. Fortunately, 
her auto PFD inflated and the crew on Strange 
Device were able to bring her safely onboard. 

Later, she related that her major issue was that 
her PFD did not have a crotch strap, causing it 
to ride up and pop off from around her head. It 
was difficult, if not impossible to readjust while 
in the water so she had to remove the PFD and 
handed it aboard. The only other problem was 
that again, she needed a second set of dry 
clothes after the drenching rain on the day 
before. 

The moral of this situation is that if you’re on 
or next to water, you can accidently go in it. 
How often have you taken off your PFD as you 
entered the “safety” of the harbour? NOTE: 
crotch straps are available and cost a mere $20 

How many incidents have occurred where 
members or guests have fallen in while transit-
ing between the shore and a vessel, working on 
their boat or on the land or dock next to the 
water? I suspect far more than have fallen in 
open water. Is there always someone around 
and is it easy to get out? I doubt that those who 
have fallen in would agree! While you may not 
want to wear a full PFD, while working on 
your boat in the water or around it, many of 
the PFD manufacturers sell nanny pack PFDs 
just for these situations. 

As mentioned, in previous columns, safety is a 
trade-off; something that helps in one situation 
may be a hazard in another. With haul-out fast 
approaching, it’s appropriate to consider this. 

During launch and haul-out it’s a requirement 
to wear safety boots. I was glad that I was 
wearing them when a cradle dropped on my 
toe. I suspect that safety boots would be a detri-
ment if you fell into the water. You need situa-
tional awareness about the hazards in your 
environment and the ways to mitigate them; 
safety boots when around heavy objects or a 
PFD when around water. So, when you move 
from one environment to another you need to 
realize the differences in dangers and change 
what you do to protect yourself. Perhaps, dur-
ing launch and haul-out, it’s a good idea to 
have both safety boots and a PFD, such as a 
fanny pack, and use them appropriately. 

On another note, the winter is an excellent 
chance to learn more about sailing and sailing 
safety. There are many sources of sailing and 
safety courses in the GTA area: 

Free sessions during the Toronto International 
Boat Show 
www.torontoboatshow.com/ 

Canadian Power and Sailing Squadrons (CPSS) 
Courses throughout the GTA 
www.cpstoronto.ca/ 
www.cps-ecp.ca/ 

Other GTA Yacht clubs such as ABYC, NYC 
and PCYC sailor education nights 
abyc.on.ca/ 
www.thenyc.com/ 
pcyc.net/ 

Humber College Boating courses 
www.humber.ca/sailing/ 

If you don’t have first-aid, CPR and AED train-
ing or you need to renew, the winter is a great 
chance to address this. If you need a valid first 
aid certificate for Transport Canada (TC) certi-
fication and licensing, you need to take the 
Marine Basic First Aid that is recognized by 
Transport Canada as TC doesn’t recognize the 
normal basic courses. 

The following organization provides both the 
normal and marine courses: 

The On Water Safety Corner 
Graham Dougall rearcommodore@qcyc.ca 

Canadian Red Cross for first aid courses 
www.redcross.ca/what-we-do/first-aid-and-cpr 

St. John Ambulance for first aid courses 
www . s j a . ca / On ta r io / T ra in i ng / Pa ge s/
default.aspx 

To everyone, a safe and happy fall and winter. 
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Member Profile  

This profile of Gwen Egan, who has been a 
member of the Club for 40 years, is an extract 
from an interview conducted by Heather Jack-
son on September 15 2012 at a Heritage Day 
on the Club’s balcony. 

Gwen, when asked about her interest in sailing, 
it is obvious that though she likes the water, it 
was her husband Tom who had the love affair. 
In the early 70s her husband Tom was not able 
to go on vacation one time and ended up tak-
ing a sailing course instead. Tom and Gwen 
originally belonged to Ashbridges Bay Yacht 
Club. They had some friends who had joined 
QCYC and thought it sounded like a better 
and more relaxed Club so they became mem-
bers in 1973. When they started sailing they 
bought a CL 16, a sailing dinghy. A number of 
years later they purchased their first keel boat, 
“Perchance,” a Grampian 26. They learned how 
to sail at Humber College in the 1970s. 

Their two sons and two daughters all sail. 
When they were children of about 8 or 9 they 
joined the Junior Club. Initially they signed up 
their younger son for 2 months. It rained and 
they dumped so much this first month that he 

gave the second month to his elder sister who 
had only signed up for a month as she really 
wanted to sail for the second half of the sum-
mer. The children used to come home with 
ripped shoes. Gwen could not figure it out and 
went down to watch them sail. She discovered 
much to her chagrin that they ripped their 
shoes when twisting them in the stays to hike 
out. She really had wished as a mother she had 
not found out this little bit about their sailing. 

She and Tom sailed “Perchance” for years until 
he died of cancer in 1988. Tom wanted her to 
keep the boat but she said she wouldn’t; she 
kept it for 16 years as members encouraged 
and helped her sail it. Gwen sold the boat six 
years ago. Gwen served on Centennial Com-
mittee which kept her sane during Tom’s ill-
ness and death just before the Club’s Centenni-
al celebration in 1989. She helped collect items 
to go to Toronto Archives and did lots of re-
search on the first hundred years of the Club’s 
history. 

When not at the Club she worked at MacLean 
Hunter and wrote for Canadian Yachting. She 
is currently retired and the Board of Directors 
has voted her an Honourary Member. Gwen 

Member Profile—Gwen Egan 
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca 

attends social events and brings over friends. 
She has always felt welcome at QCYC. Mem-
bers have always been great to her. She re-
members the first Ladies Skippers race and 
when it more properly became Womens Skip-
pers Race. She remembers one day at the Club 
when she was serving as Office of the Day and 
a large visiting boat came in skippered by a 
rather snooty Captain who asked her for the 
Officer of the Day when she greeted him! She 
participated in three or four Womens Skippers 
Race. There were some challenges as she origi-
nally went with some men who pinched her on 
the arm because she was pinching the boat. She 
ended up with a black and blue arm! She really 
liked to bicycle on the Island. She felt it was 
such a great place to come to and such a well 
kept secret she hopes people who live in down-
town Toronto never discover it 

She never served on the Board directly. How-
ever husband Tom did. He and she edited the 
Clipper for a number of years in the 70s early 
80s and worked on Entertainment, though they 
were criticised for having such great theme 
nights people did not go sailing. She still thinks 
the Club has a great entertainment program. 
Entertainment has always been done with an 
amateur approach which she feels makes it 
more enjoyable. She loves bringing guests to 
events like Pig Roast. 

When asked about outside interests she has 
served on the Board of Annex Residents Asso-
ciation Board where she lives and on the Board 
of Alumni of Art College. She likes renting 
rooms out to students from the Art College. 
She also remembers participating in the 
demonstrations about the extension of the 
Spadina Expressway. She now serves on the 
Shade Trees Committee of Annex Board on 
replacing and maintaining the trees in the 
Annex. She remembers the swing rope on the 
tree just outside of the south gate that unfortu-
nately the City took down as they thought the 
kids might get hurt. The kids kept replacing the 
rope so the City finally cut off the branch.. 

When asked about the future of QCYC she 
insists that the Club carry on. She likes it the 
way it is. When asked if there had been any 
changes she has noticed she mentioned bigger 
more expensive boats then when she first 
joined. However the attitude has remained 
great. The Club is wonderful with a good mix 
of generations. 
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from the original owners. Genia feels that it 
was meant to be as the boat was being 
launched right around the time she met Ed. 
They really enjoy cruising Lake Ontario in the 
summer and particularly enjoy visiting Sodus 
Bay, Kingston and Cobourg. They have also 
chartered in the Caribbean several times; once 
in Antigua with Humber, where they complet-
ed the CYA Intermediate Cruising course, and 
several times in St. Martin with friends. They 
have both completed not only their CYA Basic 
and Intermediate Cruising courses, but have 
completed the VHF, Coastal Navigation, and 
Diesel Maintenance training. The only racing 
Genia has done is the Women’s Skippers Race, 
and the first time she participated she was crew 
for Inga Myerhofer on Running Free. 

Genia and Ed joined QCYC in July 2006. They 
knew former senior members Ken & Lynn 
from Silverheels III, who they had met at the 
High Park Curling Club. Although she initially 
found it a little difficult to meet people she 
found that attending launch, haul out and work 
parties was a great way to get to know other 
members. They’ve stayed members because 

Board Member Profile 

For the last two years Genia has been Secretary 
on the Board and Management Committee of 
QCYC. She likes the position of Secretary to 
the Club as she can take care of most of her 
responsibilities from home, at whatever time is 
convenient. She has participated in a number 
of work parties and likes just coming out to do 
whatever needs to be done, though she admits 
she tries to avoid raking! Some specific work 
parties that come to mind are digging a trench 
to the new building for the power cable and 
painting the dry sail hoist. 

When asked what got her interested in sailing, 
she remembers Ed her husband taking a sailing 
excursion while on a Caribbean cruise. He 
thought it would be fun to take sailing lessons, 
so she joined him. They learned to sail in 2004 
through Humber College, and then joined the 
Humber Sailing Club, where they were mem-
bers for 3 seasons. At Humber Sailing Club 
they sailed 24 foot Sharks, 24 foot J’s, 30 and 
33 foot C&Cs and CSs. 

Prime Interest, a 1982 C&C 38 Landfall, is 
their first boat, which they purchased in 2006 

Board Member —Genia Vanderkruk 
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca 

they really enjoy the atmosphere at the Club, 
the beautiful location, and all the great people 
here. When asked what changes she has seen 
in the Club over the last seven years, the big-
gest thing she has noticed, is the drop off in 
attendance at work parties. She feels that mem-
bers are missing out on the opportunity to meet 
fellow members and work at improving a great 
club. 

When asked what interests she has outside of 
sailing she says she is just starting on her 20th 
season curling at the High Park Club, where 
she has spent six years on the Board as Secre-
tary, Social Director, Vice President, President 
and now as Past President. She also enjoys 
puzzles of all sorts: jigsaw puzzles, crosswords, 
acrostics, Sudoku, and others. 

She was born in Poland, and came to Canada 
by ship with her family in 1967 – the last time 
the Leafs won the Stanley Cup and Canada’s 
Centenary Year. In 2007, she with her siblings 
and their families celebrated their 40th anniver-
sary in Canada at QCYC, with the symbolic 
boat trip (to the island), and a great lunch 
served by Silke & All Set. Ed and she met at 
Oktoberfest when they were both students at 
the University of Waterloo. They have been 
married for over 28 years, and have two daugh-
ters. Emily has just graduated from the Univer-
sity of Waterloo and recently wrote her last 

Genia at the helm during the WSR in 2013 by Ed Vanderkruk 

Genia at the top of Sea Sharp's mast helping 
out Geoff Heathcote rove a toping lift by Ed 

Vanderkruk 
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The Red Ensign, The Official Newscast of the 
QCYC. Ken was listed on the 1944 Board of 
Directors as Publicity Chairman, the Commo-
dore that year was A. J.Rae of 191 Brunswick 
Ave. Win the war we did, although we had to 
wait another year. 

Much in the Queen City Yacht Club has 
changed since 1944 and much has remained 
the same. “Reminiscing for a few minutes”, 
writes Ken in the same 1944 issue, “this QCYC 
must be a pretty good Club to last for as long 
as it has, eh? I wonder if those old boys, like 
Tommy World and and “Pop” Brown, to name 
a couple, had everything handed to them on a 
silver platter or whether they had to work like 
blazes to make QCYC as great a club as it is 
now. Remember, we are enjoying the hard 
thankless hours that those old boys put into 
the Club. How many times do you think they 
said to themselves - “Oh hell somebody else 
will do it”. Well, we can thank those old boys. 
Most of them are too old to sail, a lot of them 
have gone on to their last cruise for not hoist-
ing the red flag. So when you are asked to do 
some small thing to do for the Club, donʼt 
spend more energy trying to find an excuse to 
get out of doing than it would take in doing it, 
but do it, squawk afterwards if you must, weʼll 
listen. The sooner this club is looking smart in 
and out, the sooner you will be able to look at 
it and say- “I helped make it that way”. So letʼs 
dig in this year fellows and make Queen City 
where it belongs and where the old boys had it- 
“The best Yacht Club in Canada.” 

Hear Hear! A voice calls from the past some 70 
years ago? Where did we hear much the same 
words? Spoken by our Commodore Steve Hills 
in the most recent August 2013 Clipper: “So I 

would like to strongly encour-
age every member to watch for 
notices about work parties and 
give a little thought, hey I have 
a few hours that I wasn’t doing 
that much, letʼs go over to our 
little spot on the Island and 
share some time with some 
friends, perhaps meet a few 
new ones and give back to this 
special place and even share a 
beer or two at the end of the 
day. We are blessed by this 
little corner of the world we call 
Queen City Yacht Club letʼs 

Articles   

Chartered Accountant professional exams. 
Katie is in her second year at George Brown 
College in the Culinary Management program, 
and spent the summer working in the kitchen 
at the Island Yacht Club. 

She earned a Bachelor of Mathematics degree 
at the University of Waterloo and has spent 
over 26 years working at Scotiabank, primarily 
as a programmer analyst with expertise in 
financial reporting, MIS, and process design. 

When asked about the future she thinks 
QCYC will continue to attract people interest-
ed in a club with a casual atmosphere where 
they can really feel like a part of a community, 
and enjoy the active racing program, great 
social calendar, and the best location in the 
city. 

Ed and Genia Vanderkruk 

January 1944 Clipper 

“Well, here it is, 1944, the year weʼre going to 
win the war....” wrote Ken Purchase in opening 
his Editorʼs Remarks in the January 1944 edi-
tion of what is now the Clipper, then called 

Gems from the Past 
Anna Prodanou 

Ken Purchase on right receives flag from Rear Commodore Mitchell 
in 1946 

tailed information on bar and restaurant hours, 
tender schedule and calendars of activities. 
Enjoy and please give me your feedback for 
improving the Clipper. 

We have several ways to communicate with our 
members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark 
MacRae continues to improve the website with 
the assistance of our new Assistant Webmaster 
Arleigh Crawford. We want you to use the six 
discussion forums that Mark has created. You 
can get to them by just clicking the icon on the 
front page. The forums cover Racing Talk, Crew 
Board, Cruisers Lounge, General, Maintenance/
How-To/Help Me! and for Sale. Remember you 
have to be registered to access the Forums. If 
you haven't already registered on the website, 
please do so. Once you register, you should also 
check out the online Membership Roster by 
Arleigh Crawford. There is lots of content in 
the members' only area now. You should also 

(Continued from page 2) 

check out the pictures under Members/Photo 
Galleries. Thank you to the members who pro-
vided the great pictures. 

The Quick Clipper allows the Board to com-
municate timely information to you. If you are 
not subscribed and would like to be, please log 
on to the website and go to Members-Only/
Quick Clipper and enter your name and email. 
I would like to thank the Moderator Jim Neun-
dorf who continues to do an outstanding job on 
the Quick Clipper and our new Moderator for 
Thursdays, Victor Granic. 

To find our Facebook page or our YouTube 
Channel, just click on the icons on the right 
menu on the home page of our website. We also 
have two twitter accounts: QCYCTOG - Com-
munications and QCYCTOR – Racing that I 
would encourage you to join depending on your 
interests, especially now that Keith Nunn has 
taken over from me on the Communications 
Twitter account. 

I am always looking for contributions. Writing a 
piece for the Clipper is a great way to earn 
hours and if you need ideas, I have lots. Just 
contact me at communications@qcyc.ca. 
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Articles  

keep the traditions going.” 

The calls for work parties have not changed. 
But hereʼs what has changed. We have sure 
learned how to party and hereʼs why. Hear 
this plaintive voice from the 1944 Clipper. 
“The attendance at our regular dances and 
shindigs and such has not been very big in the 
past.” writes Jack Clapp, Entertainment Chair-
man. “The reason without doubt is the Ferry 
and transportation closes early; as a matter of 
fact we just got warmed up and some swell guy 
who owns a watch yells- “Last boat letʼs get 
going.” -80% of our friends and neighbours 
leave the floor- and that leaves only members 

who live on the island, and that isnʼt many. 
“Me thinks”, the board is really going to town 
this year on a regular motor tender so we can 
have service after hours back to the City. If we 
can get that, you can tell your friends that we 
have the best all round Club around the lakes. 
We all know we have the best sailing outfit.” 

OF WIFI AND CABLE – 1925 Red Ensign 
(precursor to the Clipper) 

We all carry a cell phone these days and we 
have discussions about WIFI at the club. A 
blast from a past issue of the former QCYC 
Clipper, then called the Red Ensign, reminds 
us how times have changed. Writing in the 
February 1925 Vol.1 No.1 issue of the club 
newsletter, the editor muses: "It is quite within 
the realm of possibility to have a telephone 
installed at the Club. Your editor had a talk 
with several of the Telephone Company offi-
cials and went into prices with them. The main 
difficulty is that $300.00 would have to be paid 
out to have a cable laid, and the initial expense 
would have to be paid by the Club." 

He then proposes a rather unorthodox way of 
fundraising: "The one solution is for some 
member to 'dig into his jeans and pull out his 
beans' to the tune of $300, lend it to the Club 
for certain period of time against the security of 
our note with interest." He goes on to say: 
"Some of you men who want to make a good 
investment can have your wish gratified by 

2012 03 30 concrete pour for new Mast Crane 
Randy Benoit, Ron Mazza, Sandy Mandel, 

Kevin Sheedy, Russell Sergiades, Mike Kelly, 
Jim Dow, Jim Thorndycraft by Graham Segger 

helping the Club. Let's see what can be done?" 
Was this creative investment option ever pro-
posed when we had our many discussions 
about funding our building improvements? 

NOTICE TO THE LOVE SICK – 1925 Red 
Ensign 

"The house committee have commenced their 
owl ferry for our love-sick sailors who are 

(Continued on page 35) 

2013 Genia Vanderkruk digging a trench for a 
cable to the new buildings by Heather Jackson 

2013 David Hall with the new WiFi  
Antennas 
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open the can. Where is it now? Lynn Kaak and 
Ken Goodings from SilverheelsIII are the cur-
rent custodians but are willing to share: “Hi 
Roz... Despite our best efforts, we DO have 
"the Spam". It's 22 years old and counting 
{{shudder}}. Patrick and Diane on 'Resolute 
(IV, V, XL?) have steadfastly refused to take it 
back into Club hands, as have Steve and Ann. 
Lord knows we've tried! We've considered 
dropping it in one of their cockpits and run-
ning, but are afraid that they may do the same 
back in retaliation. We received it from Dave 
and Kim on 'Amanzi', who received it from 
Peter and Moya on 'Golden Eye' and I know 
Tony and Maria on 'Bretanha' had it before 
them. I'll take a picture as well, but it is buried 
in our "nasty locker", with other entirely inedi-
ble and toxic substances such as epoxy and 
paint! Unlike the other stuff, it is double 
bagged in Ziploc. One can never be too safe. 
Ann did a brief blog on it a couple of years ago, 

as did I. Many 
people cruising 
have read Ann's 
book, and when 
we mention that 
we have "the 
Spam" the reac-
tions range from 
incredulity to 
possible nausea. 
It is certainly a 
c o nv e r s a t i o n 
piece! 

If any of the 
other south-
bound boats 
come near us, 
they will be 
spammed, but 
don't warn them! 
It really belongs 

back in a Club member's bilge. In our hearts 
we are still with QCYC, but we don't have the 
membership cards anymore. Sometimes we 
miss the place, but then we think about winter 
and remarkably, that is an effective tonic for 
nostalgia. 

The 125th Anniversary celebrations coming up 
next year got me thinking about some of the 
stories associated with QCYC. One is the 
Spam legend. No, it’s not about electronic junk 
mail but perhaps it would qualify as junk food 
in today’s more health-conscious world. In-
spired by spotting it at my local No Frills, I 
bought a can of the stuff and went looking for 
background. Spam the luncheon meat was 
debatably derived from the words Spiced Ham. 
It is pre-cooked meat that contains chopped 
pork, ham, salt, water, potato starch, and sodi-
um nitrate. It hit the market in 1937 when the 
brother of Hormel Foods’ president won $100 
for inventing the name. It was a staple shipped 
to allied troops in WWII. Perhaps they should 
have shipped it to the other side. The billionth 
can was sold in 1959, probably to my mom 
who thought it was wonderful for picnics. See 
www.spam.com/spam-101/history-of-spam for 
an interesting slide show. 

Fast forward to 22 or so years ago at QCYC 
and a tradition that began with boats going 
south for extended cruises. Peter Broecker and 
Sari Berkovitch were the first to carry the 
Spam aboard Willows Wind as emergency 
rations but they, as with many others to follow, 
did not encounter an emergency dire enough to 

Articles  / News 
Wow, this looks like the beginning of a blog....” 

Ann Vanderhoof adds: “The Spam also went 
south on Receta.... I blogged about the Spam a 
while back. If you want the full Spam story as I 
know it, here's the link:  

www.spicenecklace.com/bourg-des-saintes-les-
iles-des-saintes-may-10-2010spamalot/ 

Peter and Moya add more to the story: “That 
well traveled can of spam came with us during 
the four years that Golden Eye was down 
south.  In the first year it covered a lot of 
ground (or rather water).  It went from the US 
to Bermuda and on to Antigua , then down the 
Eastern Caribbean to Grenada where it rested 
on the hard for the summer.  The following 
year it retraced its track up the Island chain 
again then westward to Nevis, St. Barts, St. 
Martin, the American Virgin Isles, the Spanish 
Virgins, Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, 
and the Bahamas then finally to Florida where 
it spent the next summer on the hard in the 
quirky little marina in Indian Town. On the 
third year of its confinement on Golden Eye it 
had to settle for a shorter trip to the Bahamas 
for the winter, then back to Indian Town.  In 
the final year it sailed around the Florida Keys 
then up the eastern seaboard and back home to 
QCYC.  

Of course the unfortunate can did not actually 
see all these lovely places.  It was firmly con-
tained, not as Sari suggested in the pressure 
cooker (we needed to use that too often), but in 
a well-sealed plastic box in a very deep lock-
er. We were extremely relieved to hand it over 
to Kim and David when we returned.” 

Sari has another take on the infamous Spam: 
“Just a footnote to the Spam legend...Peter and 
Moya swear that they carried the can locked in 
a pressure cooker and trailed behind the moth-
er ship in the dinghy. Maybe we should re-
trieve the can from Ken and Lynn and offer it 
to Obama to fix the Syria situation?! I see a 
Nobel Peace prize (or maybe the Science Prize) 
on the horizon.” 

Our current crop of cruisers has so far avoided 
the original legendary can of Spam but perhaps 
they have replacement cans so that they are 
not travelling Spamless. More comments any-
one? 

What Monty Python didn’t know about Spam 
Rosalind Ross 
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Awards 

20123QCYC Awards 
Rear Commodore Graham Dougall 

PHRF 1  1 Blue Streak  Robert Eckersley 

2 Veloce Mark Millen 

3 Circe III Ron Mazza 

PHRF 2  1 Dove Peter Jones 

2 Bandoleer Bruce Smith 

3 Alpha Omega Eric Whan 

PHRF 3  1 GWTHW II Bill Eckersley 

2 Strange Device Brandon Zagorski 

3 Moxie John Warren 

PHRF 4  1 Panache Mark MacRae 

2 Blithe Spirit Steve Cutting 

3 Skeena Rick Veenhuizen 

PHRF 5  1 Candy Cane Kris Coward 

2 Evelina Christopher Sumpton 

3 Pugwash Steve Gigel 

PHRF  6  1 The Wind Steve Hills 

2 Zig Zag John McLeod 

3 Voulez-vous Thomas King 

RS 400 1 Jenny Jugs Teresa Miolla 

2  John Bennett 

3  Trevor McGarth 

Shark 1 Borne Home David Pitcher 

2 Still Messing About Peter Broecker 

3 Otazel Paul Horne 

1 Newf Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai Star  

2 Special K Tony & Amanda Karahanas 

3  Greg Poole 

Wednesday Night Series—Series I Wednesday Night Series—Series II 

PHRF 1  1 Circe III Mark Millen 

2 Blue Streak  Robert Eckersley 

3 Abracadabra Klau Noack 

PHRF 2  1 GWTHW II Bill Eckersley 

2 Longbow Russel Rowlands 

3 Bandoleer Bruce Smith 

PHRF 3  1 Dove Peter Jones 

2 Don’t Think Twice Trevor Spurr 

3 Strange Device Brandon Zagorski 

PHRF 4  1 Panache Mark MacRae 

2 Skeena Rick Veenhuizen 

3 Amelie Rolf Vanderwal 

PHRF 5  1 Voulez-vous Thomas King 

2 Zig Zag John McLeod 

3 Sundance Doug Harvey 

RS 400 1  Trevor McGarth 

2 Jenny Jugs Teresa Miolla 

3  John Bennett 

Shark 1 Borne Home David Pitcher 

2 Mazzaratis Joanna Kidd 

3 Otazel Paul Horne 

Star  1 Newf Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai 

2 Special K Tony & Amanda Karahanas 

3  Roger Potts 

Star - Wednesday Nights – QCYC Annual Regatta Class “F” – Newf - 
Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai 

First over the Line - Starters’ Cup – Jenny Jugs - Teresa Miolla 
Overall Wednesday Champion - World Challenge Cup – Borne Home - 

David Pitcher 
Most Helpful and Cooperative Junior Club Member - Sunfish Trophy - 

Richard Evans - Perdue 
Most Improved Junior Club Racer - Al Rae Memorial Trophy - Nicholas 

Dotsch 

Best Junior Club Racer - George Annand Trophy - Kaeli Flanagan 

Best showing at CORK – CORK Trophy - Kaeli Flanagan 
Service to Junior Club - Gayle Kay Trophy – Paula May Ponese 

Best QCYC Yacht at Youngstown – Hugh Pendleton Trophy – Blue Streak 
- Robert Eckersley 

Shark – QCYC Open – Patricia Whetung Shark Trophy - Otazel – Paul 
Horne 

Best QCYC Yacht in LORC – David Smith Trophy – To Be Determined 
Best QCYC Yacht in AHMEN - Snipe Class Trophy 1934 – To Be Deter-

mined 
Best QCYC Yacht in Whitesails at QCYC Regatta - THC Plate – Bando-

leer - Bruce Smith 

Best Yacht Club in QCYC Regatta – Graham Dougall Trophy - ABYC 
Best Performance in a Middle/Long Distance Race – Hole in the Wall 

Trophy – Skeena - Rick Veenhuizen 

Best Female Keelboat Crew – Mrs. Jimmy Drury Trophy - Sandi Chung 

Most Valuable Keelboat Crew – QCYC 16’ Skiff - Pat Whetung 
Most Improved Racer – NYC 16’ Skiff - Trevor McGrath 
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Wednesday Night Series—Series III 

PHRF 1  1 Blue Streak  Robert Eckersley 

2 Circe III Ron Mazza 

3 Abracadabra Klaus Noack 

PHRF 2  1 GWTHW II Bill Eckersley 

2 Longbow Russel Rowlands 

3 Bandoleer Bruce Smith 

PHRF 3  1 Strange Device Brandon Zagorski 

2 The Shadow Garry Baker 

3 Dove Peter Jones 

PHRF 4  1 Panache Mark MacRae 

2 Blithe Spirit Steve Cutting 

3 Skeena Rick Veenhuizen 

PHRF 5  1 Voulez-vous Thomas King 

2 Fine Wine Frank Bushe 

3 Zig Zag John McLeod 

RS 400 1 Jenny Jugs Teresa Miolla 

2  John Bennett 

3  Trevor McGarth 

Shark 1 Still Messing About Peter Broecker 

2 Otazel Paul Horne 

3 Borne Home David Pitcher 

Star  1  Angela Degennaro & John Finch 

2 Newf Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai 

3 Special K Tony & Amanda Karahanas 

Champion of Champions  

 1 Blue Streak Robert Eckersley 

2 Borne Home David Pitcher 

3 Panache Mark McCrae 

PHRF 1  1 Blue Streak Robert Eckersley 

2 Dove Peter Jones 

3 Circe III Ron Mazza 

PHRF 2  1 Borne Home David Pitcher 

2 Panache Mark McCrae 

3 Otazel Paul Horne 

1 Newf Terry Hofkirchner Star  

2  Angela Degennaro & John Finch 

3 Special K Tony & Amanda Karahanas 

PHRF 1  1 Circe III Ron Mazza 

2 Abracadabra Klaus Noack 

3 Grand Slam John Carroll 

PHRF 2 1 Alpha Omega Eric Whan 

2  Dan Smith 

3 Panache Mark McCrae 

PHRF 3  1 Zig Zag Thomas King 

2 Fine Wine Frank Bushe 

3 The Wind Steve Hills 

Shark  1 Otazel Paul Horne 

2 Otazel Olivia Mew 

3 Still Messing About Peter Broecker 

1  Angela Degennaro & John Finch Star  

2  Rob Hupfield 

3 Titan Uranus Greg Poole 

Last Chance Cup 

Champion of Champions & Downard Cup – Blue Streak – Robert Eckersley 
Champion of Champions & 1905 Special Class Trophy (Star) – Newf – Terry 

Hofkirchner 

Last Chance Line Honours & Annual Matilda Trophy –  Abracadabra - 
Klaus Noack 

Last Chance & QCYC Annual Regatta Trophy –  Anglo Diennaro & John 
Finch 

PHRF 1  1 Five-fifteen Allie Baxter 

2 Abracadabra Amanda Karahanas 

3 Sensei Belinda James 

PHRF 1A 1 Longbow Krishn Kent 

2 Initram Leigh Geragthy 

3 Prime Interest Genia Vanderkruk 

PHRF 32 1  Sandra Monkewich 

2 Don’t Think Twice Robin Spurr 

3  Janiene Clark 

PHRF 2A 1 Borne Home Lisa Parra 

2 Mazzaratis Fiona Kidd 

3 Voulez-vous Pat Johnston 

3  Linda Chubak 

Women Skipper’s Race 

Women’s’ Skippers (QCYC) & Marlyn McDonald Trophy & Women’s’ 
Skippers (Open) & 70th Anniversary Trophy – Sandra Monkewich 

Women’s’ Skippers (KB) & QCYC Class A 1913 Trophy – Borne Home - 
Lisa Parra 

Valhalla Trophy - Best Cruising Log - T'ai Chi - Steve & Liz Rose 
Georgina World Cup - Most Ports Entered outside a 25 nautical mile radius 

of the Club - Elan - Keith Aldridge 
Best Photo - QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class – Don Hinchley 
Best Photo Exhibiting QCYC Spirit - QCYC Regatta 1909 Special Class – 

Don Hinchley 
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Well, things are winding down around the 
Club as the leaves change, masts come down 
and cradles are made ready. We are so lucky to 

Awards / Island News 

Special Recognition QCYC Super Stars 

Arleigh Crawford, Belinda James, Bev Harney, 
David Hall, Don Hinchley, Elspeth Fanjoy, Eric 
Carroll, Eriks Rugelis, Garry Baker, Greg Reu-
ter, Jim Thorndycraft, John Warren, Kim Par-
ker, Laurence Concannon, Lynda Chubak, 
Mark MacRae, Michelle Forbes, Mike Veen-
huizen, Nick Mather, Phil Singer & Rick Veen-
huizen 

Service to the Race Committee – Laurence 
Concannon 

"Grouchy Old Geezer" - The "Gibby" Award – 
Thomas King & Frank Bushe 

Service to the Club - Jack Alberston Trophy – 
Mark MacRae 

have these amazing, sunny Fall days to usher 
out the sailing season. Nice time for a long 
walk on the island to see the changing colours 
and enjoy the quiet that comes with the end of 
the summer season. 

However island life goes on. Yes there is life on 
the island after haul out! 

The Island Cafe will be open weekends 
throughout October. So, a breakfast or lunch 
on the patio can still be enjoyed. Hours are 
from 9:30am until 6pm, rain or shine. 

The Rectory Cafe will be open every day until 
Thanksgiving. Hours are 11am until 5pm on 
weekdays and 11am until 8pm on Saturday 
and Sunday. Thanksgiving hours are 11am 
until 4pm. The Rectory is open all winter, 
Wednesday through Sunday from 11am to 
5pm. The Rectory is planning some special 
events over the winter. Check out recto-
rycafe.com to find out what's being planned. 

The Rectory Gallery continues to show inter-
esting artworks by island artists and friends, 

with an opening party the first Wednesday of 
every month through December. The next 
show opens on Wednesday October 2 with the 
paintings of Lori MacDonald. November 6th, 
works by Rosemary Parsons will be showing. 
December 4 will open the annual Toronto 
Island Group Exhibition. Always a great party! 
The openings are always from 7pm-9pm so 
plan to join us. 

The winter clubhouse, The AIA, will be coming 
into full swing soon as everyone has to come 
inside to keep warm. Check out toronto-
island.org for dances and events. An annual 
event which is always amazing and a great 
place to pick up unusual Christmas gifts or just 
drink lots of homemade eggnog, is the Christ-
mas Boutique. Keep the first Saturday in De-
cember marked on your calendar for this cele-
brated event. 

Here's hoping everyone has an amazing winter 
with maybe some sunshine further south. If 
you’re wanting to touch in with cooler island 
life, come right ahead. Check out those web-
sites and check out winter on the island. 

News  from the Island 
Marcia Crist 
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Schedules 

Departure times shown are from city side at 
the foot of York Street. Deduct 15 minutes for 
Departure time from Club House 

Last-minute changes will be posted in the 
Quick Clipper, time permitting. Check with the 
club office at 416.203.0929. 

*Last run on Sunday evenings during Haulout. 
Thanksgiving Day Holiday schedule will be the 
same as Sunday. **If necessary on Sunday 
October 27. 

R = Robbins or Pontoon in service. 

Cash Fare return trip $ 8.00 available from the 
tender captain. No one way fares. 

10 Tickets - $ 70.00 available in the office. 

Members: Please present your Membership 
Card 

Friday October 11th: 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday October 12th: 11:30 am - 9:00 pm 
Sunday October 13th: 11:30 am - 8:30 pm 
First Haul-Out Weekend 
Friday October 18th: 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday October 19th: 11:30 am - 9:00pm 
Sunday October 20th: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Second Haul-Out Weekend 
Friday October 25 Closed 
Saturday October 26th: 11:00 am - 3:00pm Bar 
open for Pot Luck 
Sunday October 27th: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Afterwards closed for season  
 
“ALL SET” Thanks Everyone for their Support 
Have a Great Year. 

Tender Schedules 

October 17, 6:30 pm—9:00 pm: Board of Direc-
tors Meeting 
October 19—20: Haulout 
October 26: Haulout 
October 26, 4:00 pm—4:30 pm: Cruising—Post 
Season Participants meeting  
October 26, 4:30 pm—5:00 pm: Racing—Post 
Season Participants meeting  
October 26, 5:00 pm: Potluck Dinner 
October 27: Haulout (if necessary) 
December 12, 6:30 pm: QCYC AGM 2013 

unable to catch the 11:00 ferry to the island on 
account of their effeminate (sic feminine?) ties. 
The ferry will run every Saturday night from 
the Harbour Commissioners Dock at 12:00 
midnight commencing June 6th." 

The 1925 issues 
of the Red En-
sign are fine 
examples of 
publishing, with 
ads and a great 
graphic drawing 
of sail boats and 
waves in an Art 
Nouveau style. 
(Editors com-
ment: Please 
see scans of 
issues of the 
Red Ensign and 
old Clippers on 
t h e  Q CY C 
w e b s i t e  a t 
www.qcyc. ca/
M e m b e r s /
Clippers and 
select the year 
and issue at the 
bottom of the 
page to view) 

(Gems from the Past continued from page 30) Restaurant and Bar Hours  

Sailing and Entertainment Events 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs Fri  Sat Sun  Haulout  

       7:15** AM 

       7:45**  

R8:15 R8:15 R8:15 R8:15 R8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15  

R8:45 R8:45 R8:45 R8:45 R8:45   8:45**  

     9:15 9:15 9:15  

R10:15 R10:15 R10:15 R10:15 R10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15  

R11:15 R11:15 R11:15 R11:15 R11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15  

R12:15 R12:15 R12:15 R12:15 R12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 PM 

R1:15 R1:15 R1:15 R1:15 R1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15  

R2:15 R2:15 R2:15 R2:15 R2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15  

R3:15 R3:15 R3:15 R3:15 R3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15  

4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 R4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15  

5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15  

6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15  

7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15  

    8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15  

    9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15  

     10:15  10:25  

Late Fall : September 30 – October 27 
Haulout – Sat. Oct. 19 and Sun. Oct. 20, Sat. 
Oct. 26 and Sun. Oct. 27, if necessary.** 
Holiday – Thanksgiving Mon. Oct. 14, as per 
Sundays. 




