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One of two designs from the “Clubhouse Entrance” design charrette held in May/June. See page 4 for full report.
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Board Update/QCYC Info

Commodore
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commodore@qcyc.ca
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Vice Commodore
Jim Thorndycraft
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Fleet Captain
Craig Robertson
fleetcaptain@qcyc.ca
R 905 940 2393

Treasurer
Tony Araujo 
treasurer@qcyc.ca
R 416.939.0429

Secretary
Geoff Heathcote
secretary@qcyc.ca
R 905.822.3803

House Chair
Pat Whetung
house@qcyc.ca
R 416.366.2345
F 416.366.5678

Moorings
Bruce Forbes
moorings@qcyc.ca
R 905-640-6304

Grounds
Ken Owen 
grounds@qcyc.ca
R 905.567.7224

Membership
Jacqui Cook
membership@qcyc.ca
R 416.828.2503

Planning
Mary Partridge
R 416.203.9975

Entertainment
Veronica James
entertainment@qcyc.ca
R 416.252.3435

Communications
Glen Newbury
communications@qcyc.ca
R 416.203-1029
B 416.423.8492
F 416.423.8298

Learn to Sail
Lynda Chubak 
learntosail@qcyc.ca
R 416.604.4338

Yard Chair
yard@qcyc.ca
Steve Hills
R 416.203.1032

Advertising

The Clipper is published
monthly from May to
October. Contributions
may be submitted to the
publisher via e-mail, fax or
letter. While an effort will
be made to publish
submissions, the publisher
reserves the right to edit
material for length and
suitability.

The QCYC FLASH e-mails
are sent out on a regular
basis, detailing upcoming
events, last minute changes
and items of interest.

To receive and to place
notices in QCYC FLASH
contact theflash@qcyc.ca

Clipper 
Glen Newbury 
R 416.203.1029
B 416.423.8492  
E communications@qcyc.ca

Website 
Martin Snelgrove  
R 416.276.0222   
E webmaster@qcyc.ca

QCYC Flash
Laurence Concannon   
E ljc2000can@yahoo.ca

Algonquin Island
Box 401, Terminal A 
Toronto, ON M5W 1C2

Tel 416.203.0929
Fax 416.203.0931
Website www.qcyc.ca

E-mail office@qcyc.ca
Restaurant 416.203.9007
Junior Club  416.203.8274

Communications

Queen City Yacht Club

Past Commodore
Dwight Hamilton

pastcommodore@qcyc.c
om

The Clipper offers members and non-members of QCYC a cost-effective way
to reach an audience of avid sailors. Classified Ads Ads of 20 words or less are free
for QCYC members. Ads should be submitted as digital files: Mac quark, eps, pdf, tiff,
jpg (for tiff/jpg ensure 500 dpi if type, 200 dpi pictures). For information on placing ads

Rates for Business Card size (3.5 x 2”) Annual (6 issues) 1x
Member $100 $20

Non-member $200 $40

QCYC 
LORC OPEN
REGATTA

Saturday 
July 8, 2006

The Club’s Open Regatta is on
Saturday July 8th. 

This event includes:
• Trophy for QCYC yacht

in Whitesails
• BBQ Dinner
• Dancing to 

“Allyson Nichols”
• Rum sampling courtesy

of Pussers Rum

For up to date information on the
Regatta at http://www.qcyc.ca/sailing/

racing/qcycregatta.html 
All yachts wishing to particate, need to

register with LORC at www.lorc.org 
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News

Clubhouse Heritage Day
You are invited!

The QCYC Board of Directors is hosting Clubhouse Heritage Day on Saturday, July 15, 2006. This is an opportunity
to celebrate our rich past, the present and offer an enticing glimpse of the future. We are all thankful that our
clubhouse was saved and is now refurbished and improved. We will be inviting and recognizing the Toronto police and
the firefighters who were so instrumental in saving our main structure.

Pat Whetung, our House Chair, is coordinating this event. All QCYC members and their guests are invited. In
addition, we will be extending an invitation to:

• Past Commodores and past members

• Commodores of neighbouring yacht clubs

• Past staff and the alumni of Junior Club

• Friends of QCYC (GAM, Ontario Sailing and others)
Come and see the archival displays that depict our history and get a glimpse of the new building design concept that
will greatly improve the outside appearance of the Clubhouse while still maintaining its architectural integrity. The
design concept was developed under the leadership of Mary Partridge, the Planning Chair, and a very talented design
team of architects and engineers within our membership.

See you there – let’s have some fun and celebrate who we are!

Time:  1230 to 1600

When:  Saturday, July 15, 2006

Where: The Great Hall
Tony Pitts

Commodore
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News

Club at present.

RESULTS of the DESIGN CHARRETTE
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Ian Trite’s design.
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by Mary Partidge, Planning Chair

BACKGROUND 
In May 2006, the Planning committee announced
that it was sponsoring a design charrette for the
entrance to the club, that is, the south side of the
clubhouse and nearby grounds. The word
charrette refers to any collaborative session in
which a group of designers drafts a solution to a
design problem. Charrettes serve as a way of
quickly generating a design solution while
integrating the aptitudes and interests of a
diverse group of people. 

The Planning committee invited a group of
design/construction-oriented members to
participate in the charrette. Originally conceived
as a one-night exercise, the charrette took place
over three evenings in May and June. Many
thoughts and ideas were discussed, and two
designs (by Allan Rae and Ian Trites) were
presented and discussed in detail. A comparison
of the two designs is presented below. 

THE RIGHT POINT OF VIEW
(THANKS IAN!)
After the initial charrette session, Ian Trites
grabbed his bosun’s chair (and a couple of strong
friends) and went to the top of his mast to take
the base photographs for the images presented
here. He then worked in Photoshop to impose
his design ideas on the base image. The resulting
image is shown above right (Ian’s design). The

usefulness of the image in demonstrating his
ideas to the group was so great that Allan Rae,
who had brought his design to the meeting in
the more traditional form of drawings, asked Ian
to convert his ideas into Photoshop. Thus we
have Ian’s and Allan’s designs as images to
compare side by side. 

GOAL OF THE CHARRETTE
The goal of the QCYC charrette was to come up
with a cohesive design for the most visible
aspect of Queen City’s assets, what we know as
the “entrance” to the clubhouse. The design will
provide a framework for improvements to the
clubhouse entrance as they are done in the next
few years. Instead of cobbling together projects
in a haphazard manner, the design will give this
and future Boards a context in which to
implement changes. 

SCOPE
The scope of the charrette was quite broad: the
south side of the clubhouse including the south
balcony and stairs, the ice and pop machine
area, the “front” doors, the walkways, the dry
sail area, the loading area for the tenders and,
yes, even the pumpout.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE DESIGN 
Following are the specific objectives (in no
particular order) that the group had in mind as it
reviewed and discussed the designs.

1. Infrastructure / usability:
• Better use of the south balcony

• Replace walkways (safety and comfort)

• Provide a covered area for waiting for the
tender to leave

• Security (more secure doors and windows;
improved visibility of the “entrance” from
the office; better lighting)

• Wheelchair accessibility to first floor of the
clubhouse

• Solve the issue of levels (the seawall,
boardwalk over the moat around the
clubhouse, ramps to/from tender loading
areas, etc.) 

• Improve use of east side of the first floor
including increased storage & meeting areas

• Increase stability of the dining room (May
not be an issue)

• Improve heat/comfort/ventilation in the
dining room

2. Aesthetic:
• Improve the first impression of visitors and

potential members

• Improve the roof line over the dining room



• Restore the clubhouse to its 
historical design

• Improve the “plaza” (meeting area) in front
of the clubhouse (make more spacious,
more attractive, more seating, etc.)

3. Practical/implementation:
• The design must be such that the club 

can implement it in stages 

• There must be a balance between cost,
maintenance and aesthetic quality 

THE RESULTS: COMPARING IAN’S
AND ALLAN’S DESIGNS

1. Design elements that are common to
Ian’s and Allan’s designs
Both Ian’s and Allan’s designs have the 
following elements:

• There is a new roof line over the dining
room/kitchen (an east-west hip)

• The current balcony is gone and is replaced
by a narrower balcony that extends across
the entire south side of the clubhouse

• The current stairs from the south balcony
are gone and are replaced by stairs on the
west side of the clubhouse

• The ice/pop machines are relocated to
somewhere else on the grounds

• In both cases, the
balcony provides an
overhang of
approximately 10ft,
creating a colonnade
(covered porch)
across the south
side of the
clubhouse

• The plaza (meeting
area) in front of the
main entrance is
expanded
(westward) and has
a ‘boardwalk’ effect 

•  The club office is
moved to the south-east corner of the
clubhouse, with windows overlooking the
plaza. In both cases, there are doors from
the plaza into the office. 

• Both designs aim to restore the look of the
clubhouse to its original design

2. Design elements that are different
between Ian’s and Allan’s

Balcony

• Allan’s balcony is very much like the
existing balcony on the east side of the
clubhouse. His design seeks to replicate the
look and feel of the east side of the
clubhouse. There is a shed roof over the
balcony. The railing is vertical and open-
rail. Most of the approximately 10ft deep
balcony is useable for seating. 

• Ian’s balcony is open (no roof over it.) The
‘railing’ is solid and has a reverse-angle of
45 degrees or less. There is less useable
room as the ‘railing’ takes up 2ft. This
balcony would cost less to build. The
flashing and water-proofing issues that the
club has experienced on the east balcony
would be lessened with this design. 

Entrance doors

• Allan’s design shows a much more pronounced
entranceway. The entrance area would
incorporate three-column cluster supports

3. Other Issues requiring 
more discussion 
• Windows in the dining room:

mullions/muntins? Some prefer the picture
windows which, in their opinion, provide a
bigger, better view. Others think the
mullions/muntins are important to
restoring the historical look of the
clubhouse and that they will not impair the
‘view’. This, they say, is especially true
when the windows are open. A third
option: grille work to upper quarter and
clear glazing below might be an acceptable
middle ground...most window companies do
these and they look good...maintaining
view while giving traditional feel

• Materials for the plaza, landing areas,
walkways: wood is cheaper, easier to install,
softer and more aesthetically pleasing to
some – but maintenance is much greater;
plastic wood boardwalk might be an option;
inter-locking/unipave is more expensive
upfront but lasts longer and requires less
maintenance

• Levels: will the plaza area be one level, and
then ramped down to the dry sail area
level?  Will the plaza extend from the east
seawall to the west side of the clubhouse (or
the fountain?) and then from the existing
boardwalk (that covers the moat around the
clubhouse) to the south seawall (where the
AQII is shown docked in the photos)? 

• New roof line –The roof has just been
redone (as part of fire insurance repairs) so
it might be especially difficult to justify this
one (cost about $20 thousand). However,
the improvement to the look of the
clubhouse would be immense. 

• New siding on the clubhouse?

• Making the dry sail area a ‘feature’ of the
club. “Showing off” the dry sail boats by
making them an integral part of the
entrance, rather than hiding them behind
the lattice fence. (Remember the reason for
the lattice fence & garden installed by Paul
Horne and others a few years ago was the
dreadful state of the dry sail area. How to
prevent same condition again?)

5

News

ph
ot

o/
re

nd
er

in
g 

Ia
n 

Tr
ite

s

for QCYC’s ENTRANCE

Allan Rae’s design.

Continued on Page 8



by Glen Newbury
At the recent Winter Toronto Boat Show I had a
fun afternoon with Paul and Sheryl Shard. Most
members will know them as Port Credit Yacht
Club Members who, many years ago, decided to
build their own boat and sail around the world.
They have since supported themselves by book
writing and creating a television series relating
their adventures. 
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while before we get further north. We also
find the more we cruise the slower we go,
meeting more people, learning more about
the culture and language.

Paul:  We just got radar last year so I’ve lost my
last excuse for not going to the fogbound
English isles. It takes a while to see a place.
Last summer we spent five months in just a
few countries in the Middle East and
honestly we could have spent a lot more
time in Syria and Israel.

Question:  After all this time cruising, what are
your favourite cruising grounds?

Sheryl:  We’ve been to about 40 countries and
sailed around 45 000 miles and I think
Bahamas is still our favourite. It’s different
from the Caribbean. We find there is less
tourism there and it is also less oriented
around taking your money.

Paul:  Bahamas is fantastic! If you’re interested
in remote experiences and lots of diving and
snorkeling it’s fantastic. Remote locations,
settlements for provisioning, and the people
are very nice. We also love the Azores. The
Azores are definitely a place that make 
you want to slow down. It’s a magical place
and we always stop for a while when we 
get there.

Question:  Something I found this past summer
was I wasn’t prepared for how difficult it was
to outfit and provision a boat in the
Grenadines. How have you found that as
you’ve traveled to different countries?

Sheryl:  Well we’ve learned ahead through
radio, through the cruising community,
through books.

Paul:  Sometimes you learn to prepare
everything you can in big hubs. Fort
Lauderdale has to be the best place in the
world to outfit so we always stock up there,
but then Nassau isn’t bad either. As you
work your way down, San Martin is a great
place for provisioning, so you just prepare
not to shop in the Grenadines.

Sheryl:  All around the world people eat. If you
want the food you like or have a larger
journey coming up you go to a large city
where the food will cost less. In the outer
islands of the Bahamas you’re not going to
get fresh vegetables so you learn to make
cabbage salad. At sea I do bean sprouts so
we have fresh greens. We have fun
provisioning in foreign countries as you try
different foods and when you open up your
locker there are so many different languages.
If we find things we like we stock up on

Keeping
Up With:
The Shards

Paul and Sheryl Shard in Rhodes.

Question: Several friends have taken what
they really love and combined it with a way
to support themselves.  This has affected
how they view their passion, so the 
question is: do you still love sailing after all
these years?

Sheryl:  Even more so! The fact that we’re
filming and writing adds so much more to
our cruising experience because when we
get to a place we have to think about how
we’re going to tell a story and we make a
real effort to meet people, ask questions,
and find out interesting things going on;
whereas, if we were just cruising we would
just sail the boat and not bother do things.
This gives us a much better sense of
belonging to the place.

Paul:  It’s the same thing with the diving, when
we got into filming underwater, it was a
great reason to go back and revisit the same
things much more in depth.

Question:  You’ve been in the Mediterranean
for six years now. Are you running out of
places to go?

Sheryl:  We’re trying to decide. We really love
the Mediterranean because you don’t have
to sail far to new languages, attitudes, and
different things to do. I think we’d like to do
the French canals. I’m very interested in
sailing the UK and we have a lot of friends
in Norway so I think we’ll take a trip up
there. We don’t have a heater so it may be a



them. In the Med, there are beautiful green
markets in every town with fresh vegetables
and fish.

Question:  Several club members have read
your article on Searoom.com about cruising
costs and you mention your cruising costs
are $2500/month, is that Mediterranean
costs?

Paul: Yes, and that’s higher than it could be, we
have a different budget now as we’re trying
to make our show interesting and we go to
marinas more. But still, it’s not that much
money. Some friends travel on much smaller
budgets. There are a lot of people that travel
on less than a $1000 a month. There a lot of
Floridians and French kids traveling on
smaller boats that aren’t outfitted to cross
oceans but they can get to the Bahamas and
they travel on a few hundred dollars a month.
They show up with sextants and program-
mable calculators. A French kid we met in the
Bahamas was traveling on a small budget and
didn’t have the money to fix his engine, so we
towed him out of the harbour and off he
went, back to France and was just fine.

Sheryl:  We rent cars to get around, whereas
before we’d take the bus and meet more people.
We eat out more because we’re working.

Question:  My wife and I have watched all your
videos, and the Pardeys’ videos, as well as
reading lots of books, as we try to figure out
which boat to get to go cruising. The Pardeys
stress the benefits of a smaller boat. How do
you feel about boat size?

Paul:  Well the Pardeys just got a 37 foot boat,
an 1895 Gaff cutter that they’ve restored.
The richer nations tend to have bigger boats.
The Canadians tend to have smaller boats.
This summer we sailed with eleven other
boats. We were six feet smaller than the next
smallest boat. We paid half what they paid
at marinas, we paid half when it came time
to fill up with diesel and we paid less in
repairs and didn’t seem to be fixing things
as often. We’ve had friends that have
traveled around the world in 23 foot boats
and been perfectly happy with them. Some
friends have a 50 foot boat. You enter the
engine room and you can walk around, but
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News

First appeared on www.searoom.com
On many occasions last spring and summer, one or more island raccoons would wake us when
walking along the deck of our boat at night. They come on board to find food, or to just poop in the
cockpit. That has only happened to us once!

We always shout and squirt them with a pump bottle of vinegar water which is normally used to
clean the head. It’s a reasonably effective and eco-friendly cleaner. However, it’s exceptionally effective
for repelling four-legged varmint boarders.

One night, after being pestered all week by marauding squads of raccoons, we again heard the sound
of little footsteps on deck. I grabbed the vinegar water bottle, leaned out into the cockpit and took
careful aim at two pointy ears in the semi-darkness. I let go a great blast of vinegar water spray, right
on target! 

With a loud meow we saw a large white cat leaping onto the dock and bounding away in disgust.
"Sorry Hunter" I cried! 

It wasn't a raccoon at all, but our friendly dock cat Hunter. If given a chance, he often delights in
sleeping on deck or inside neighbouring boats at night. Hunter belongs to one of the households on
Wards Island. He stalks toads, frogs, mice and other rodents all night but likes to sleep on boats
during the warm summer days. We feed him kitty snacks, and that's why this visitor came so early in
the morning at “0h-dark-30”

’Ol Hunter was back the next day; I guess that he has a short memory.

I now know the difference between raccoon and cat footsteps. Cats normally have their claws
retracted and are pretty quiet when prowling. Raccoons, like dogs, have claws, which scratch the deck
loudly as they walk along.

Later that summer, stealing silently aboard one hot night, Hunter exacted his revenge. He crept into
the cockpit and extended one cool velvet exploratory  paw through the open port in our berth. When
Hunter gently touched me on the bare knee I woke with a start, banging my head on the low deck
overhead.

OW! “Um, sorry Hunter!”

View from the Lagoon:
Hunter the Boat Cat
View from the Lagoon:
Hunter the Boat Cat
by Lynn Kaak and Ken Goodings      Silverheels III

continued on page 10
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mast down, or your mast is stuck half up and half
down, when a group of willing volunteers appears
and say – you know what you should do.

• You are trying to plan your first long cruise and are
asking about good anchorages near Picton when a
club member who has cruised the Islands every
year for 20 years says – you know what you should
do.

• You are a Board member thinking through some
project and looking for a work party when one of
the get it done guys says – you know what you
should do.

In the wrong hands, that phrase is the lead in for a
know-it-all oppressor who tells you what to do and
complains if you don’t do it.  But not so at QCYC.  At
our club, we have many people who indeed know
many things.  But they are not know-it-alls.  There is
no ego in their advice.  Take it or ignore it.  It doesn’t
matter to them. And that is how the phrase turns into
a positive.  It means advice is freely given and those
who can benefit from it do.  It means that advice is
freely sought and those who have ideas can share.  

You know what you
should do …

Trying to capture the
‘spirit’ of a community
is not an easy task.
When talking to
prospective members, I
frequently try to sum
up our club in a
sentence or two.  Each
time I try, I am only
partially successful. We are not a simple club.  We are
more than the sum of our parts – work parties, racing,
the great hall, pig roast, cruising and bbqs.  

One of our qualities that resonates with me is
captured by the phrase – you know what you should
do …  You hear it a lot at the club.  

• You are surveying your cradle, puzzling over some
difficult thing when you smell pipe smoke and a
voice says – you know what you should do.

• You are trying to put your mast up or take your

Membership
Jacqui Cook

I don’t know what adjective to use to capture this qual-
ity of sharing and knowledge and questioning.  I do
know that it is a defining characteristic of our club.

If you have any ideas about other qualities of the club
that you think help make us special, what you should
do is let me know.  Thanks Jacqui Cook

The following people have applied for membership:

Associate
Marc Brien

Michael Haswell
Isuzsa Kelomen

Ann Kerr
Allan and Susan Sparrow

Alison Webster
Sandro Debattista

Dry Sail
Nick Ferguson
John Fursdon

Student
John Carlos Rogers

• Exit stairs from the south balcony. We need
to confirm that exit stairs are indeed
required; it’s possible that the stairs from
the north-east balcony are sufficient to meet
building code. On the other hand, there has
been discussion that we need to have a fire
escape from the kitchen. If so, then stairs
leading from the south balcony down the
west side of the clubhouse could integrate
with a kitchen fire escape.

• Moving the pumpout to the mast crane area
was suggested.  

SO, WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The next step in this process is to receive input
from the membership. So please send us your
thoughts – we’d love to hear what you like and
dislike about the designs. 

The results of this charrette do not bind the
current or future boards to any specific
expenditures. But ultimately the elements of the
re-design (new balcony, walkways, etc.) will be
incorporated into the long-term capital projects
plan and prioritized along with all the other club

projects. Clearly some of the “entrance” design
elements will cost considerable dollars and it
may be difficult to justify them in light of all the
other work to be done around the club. 

But we hope that results from this process will
be ‘accepted’ as the ‘official’ long-term plan for
the entrance to the club, so that when changes
are made, they are made in the context of the
official design instead of in a vacuum. 

The charrette group will get together later this
year.

Design Charette, continued from Page 5

Participants: Allan Rae, Ian Trites, Peter Jones, Paul Horne, Ron Mazza, Don Ferguson (manager), David Kent, John Dilallo, John Moorhouse, Chris Borgal
Observers: Tony Pitts (Commodore), Craig Robertson (Fleet), Pat Whetung (House)
Sponsor: Planning committee (Mary Partridge, Ted Doyle, Brian King, Simon Faulkner) 

PARTICIPANTS OF THE CHARRETTE
Queen City is fortunate to have a number of architects (including club manager Don Ferguson.) Allan Rae and Ian Trites took the lead and it is
their design ideas that are presented side by side. At the suggestion of the architects, we invited a few other Senior members who are familiar
(probably more familiar than they care to be) with the clubhouse and grounds and who have construction or engineering or design experience.
Thanks to all for their participation.



Call For
AWARDS

NOMINATIONS
In addition to the awards for racing, several
awards are presented for outstanding
achievement. These include:

Parkinson Trophy
Outstanding achievement in open
competition;

Sportsmanship Trophy
Member exhibiting the most sportsmanlike
conduct

QCYC 16-foot Skiff Cup
Most valuable keelboat crew

Mrs. Jimmy Drury Trophy
Most valuable female crew

NYC 16-foot Skiff Cup
Most improved sailor

Jack Albertson Trophy
Outstanding service to the Club

Melvin Armstrong Challenge Cup
Community service through yachting

Valhalla Trophy
Best cruising log

Georgina World Cup
Awarded annually to the yacht, which has
entered the greatest number of individual
ports outside a 25 nautical mile radius from
the Club.

QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class
Best Photograph 

QCYC Regatta 1905 Special Class
Best Photograph Showing QCYC Spirit 

NOTE
Nominations for Senior Club awards must be
submitted to the office Attn.: Trophy
Committee by September 7th. A nomination
for the cruising trophies must be
accompanied by the yacht's logbook. Either
prints or slides must be submitted for the
photography awards. All trophies must be
returned to the office by August 18th in order
to engrave the current years' winners
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Memories of House:
Frank “Knuckles O’Toole” Walsh
Memories of House:
Frank “Knuckles O’Toole” Walsh
by Pat Whetung/Neil Andrews
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Readers of the May Clipper were introduced to a
senior member of 1965 called Frank, Neil
Andrew’s uncle.  After the article was written
Neil provided further information about Frank:
his surname was Walsh, and his other name,
bestowed by Kay Walker, was Knuckles O’Toole,
because he spent more time at the club piano,
playing for  beer donated by fans, than he did
sailing.  In spite of the derogatory nature of the
sobriquet ‘Knuckles’, he was pretty good on the
keyboard, though there was one group which
was less than appreciative of his efforts: those
members with lockers beneath the Great Hall
who had a hard time getting some shuteye due
to Frank’s more enthusiastic renditions.

And there was one individual whose lack 
of appreciation could be described as verging 
on lethal.

The day was hot and sunny,  a windless Sunday
in mid-summer, and I was strolling towards the
Club’s entrance when the recently launched
Algonquin Queen came into her dock, and her
sole passenger disembarked, a large woman of
imposing carriage, who, as soon as she was on
shore, immediately demanded of all within
earshot (i.e. anyone within a half mile radius),
“Where is he!”

I had no idea who she was talking about, but
another member, also approaching the
clubhouse, clearly had no such difficulty; his

leisurely stroll instantly became a sprint, and he
disappeared into the foyer.

Being curious (or nosey, take your pick) I was
hot on his heels, and heard the mellifluous
sounds of the club’s piano emanating from 
above —‘I’m in the Mood for Love’, – or
something like that.

Halfway up the stairs Frank’s contemporary
yelled out, “Frank! She’s here!” 

I reached the top of the stairs just in time to see
Frank swallow the beer remaining in his glass
he’d swiped from atop the piano, then take off
heading for the north stairs.  By the time his
pursuer arrived in the Great Hall he was gone.
As she resolutely marched north, the older
member turned to me and said, a wry smile on
his weathered face, “She’ll get him in the end,
you know; it never fails; every Sunday she
comes over and drags him back to the city.”

It would be interesting to see Frank’s reaction
today upon discovering that his favorite escape
route, the north stairs, no longer exists, and he
had to turn to face the implacable Mrs. Walsh.

Neil tells me that Frank’s own piano, an upright
baby grand, has passed down through a couple
of generations, and is now with Neil’s niece and
is frequently played by his great niece who has
also inherited Frank’s musical flair. 
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News

I was sitting on the
steps of a locker block
chewing the fat with a
past commodore a few
years ago when he
drew an interesting
picture for me. “Queen
City,” he said, “like
most yacht clubs,
means different things
to different members.
Some members think of it as their cottage, others as
just a place to attend great parties, while still others as
a place from where to race their boat once a week.
But,” he said, “Queen City has a truly unique mean-
ing to a certain number of members.” Those members
he said, think of the Club as their “church”.

“What on earth are you talking about?” I replied.
“Well think about it,” he said “the traditional church
brings members together to worship, for personal
growth, spiritual fulfillment and friendship”. I took
another long swig on my beer and slowly began to see
the parallels between these two “churches” – it actual-
ly started to make sense. 

So you say, why is the treasurer writing about spiritu-
al fulfillment and worship, doesn’t he just count
pennies? Well, I like the analogy of the Club as our
church because it helps me draw a parallel between
one of my favorite churches, Queen City, and other
non-profit organizations.

Non-profits like churches exist to do good works – so
does Queen City. A well accepted measure of the
effectiveness of any non-profit organization is the
percentage of revenue that they dedicate to adminis-
tration. Everyone knows that the more a non-profit
spends on administration, the less they have for their
good works.

Queen City’s administration costs between 2001 and
2005 exploded by a whopping 72%! This situation
developed, even though we already have 15 separate
departmental managers who work for free (i.e. the
Board,) and manage all of the affairs of the Club. With
this year’s budget well on its way, we are unlikely to see
any meaningful reduction in this expense this year.
I don’t know about you, but I know that my pay pack-
et hasn’t bulged with a 72% pay raise since 2001. You

Treasurer
Tony Araujo

Hi everyone! A very
important date is
coming up and we
would like you to
mark it on your calen-
dars.

It is Saturday July
15th, the Clubhouse
Heritage Celebration!
This afternoon is
shaping up to be very
exciting and I am sure that you will want to be
there. We are going to Celebrate our past with past
members and reacquaint ourselves with our Club's
colorful history. We will Celebrate where we are
now and where we are going too! So plan to be
there and meet past members, make new friends,
and enjoy a wonderful afternoon. Stay tuned for
more details. Cheers, Veronica James

p.s. There will also be a Regalia Table for 11:00 -
1:00 on the 15th.

Entertainment
Veronica James

577Queen StreetWest  
416.869.9889

Rather be Sailing?

handbag by Anne Taintor

they didn’t even know where things went on
the boat and didn’t have much fun on their
cruise as they didn’t know how to fix things.

Sheryl:  Our boat is small now but when we
left we were one of the biggest boats at the
Port Credit Yacht Club. That’s certainly no
longer the case. Most Americans and French
have 42 to 44 foot boats. My feeling over
the years is generally a boat that you know,
no matter what size, is the best boat because
then you feel confident, you feel
comfortable, you can handle problems. We
also find when we get to places we’re not
spending that much time on the boat as
we’re out doing things, we’re travelling,
diving, visiting other peoples’ boats.
Whenever we think it would be nice to have
a bigger boat we start thinking about how
we’d have to re-outfit it, re-learn it and it
would take a long time to get as comfortable
with it as we are now. We became friends
with a young French couple who had a
twenty-three foot boat without an engine.
They hand-steered it, and they were content
on their boat.

Glen:  Thanks for the interview. Happy sailing!

Shards, continued from page 7

DRINKING AND
SAILBOATS
by Glen Newbury
Boaters in Ontario caught drinking, who are drunk,
or have elevated blood alcohol levels can now lose
their motor vehicle driver’s licence for up to a year.

Boaters who blow close to the legal limit on a
breathalyser test can have their licence suspended
for 12 hours.

The Toronto Star and Toronto Sun recently reported
that this new law did not apply to sailboats or
canoes. However, on my contacting Constable
Barry White of the Toronto Marine Police Unit he
stated “the new law changed the wording of the
Highway Traffice act to include vessels and it uses
the definition from the criminal code to describe a
vessel ”. (italics added)

According to Officer Barry “if you’re sitting on a log
with a paddle you’re a vessel”.

I didn’t ask Officer Barry if this meant a sailboat
was a vessel as I dreaded the answer but I guess
his definition leaves no doubt.

wouldn’t donate to a charity that increased its admin-
istration costs by this much without a good reason,
why should you accept it here? 

Why not spend more on “worship and good works”
and less on administration?

continued middle next column

Treasurer continued
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Clipper Supporters!

283 College St., 2nd Floor, Toronto 
416.423.8492

glen@newburyng.com   www.newburyng.com

Design...web...printing.
(helping sailors and other sort for over 18 years) 

Jill

But-A-Dream
Algonquin

Island Cottage
• just outside the QCYC

Weekly Rentals
Contact Jeannie Parker 

416 203 9946
www.torontoislandvacation.com

For all of your mortgage needs...
Sandra Epstein (of the boat Wanderer!) MBA AMP

Mortgage Broker
HLC Home Loans Canada

Direct: 416 712-3170 Fax: 416 987-5939
email: sandra.epstein@hlcmortgages.com

Special promotions for fellow QCYC members!!!
(some conditions apply)

• More Choice 
• Access to Canada’s Leading Lenders and Private Investors

• Preferred Rates
• First and Second Mortgages

• Rapid Turnaround For Approvals
• Professionalism and Integrity Above All!

• Buying? 

• Building? 

• Refinancing? 

• Renewing? 

QCYC Favoured Plumber: 
One pipe at a 

time...getting the club
together.

email: info@riggingshoppe.com web: www.riggingshoppe.com

Thinking Outside
the Box Store

Thinking Outside
the Box Store

What a chandlery is about!
44 Midwest Road, Scarborough

Tel 416-752-1711
Toll Free 1-877-752-1711
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Printing 100% post-consumer, 
non-bleached paper.

All times are departures from City — Pier 6 
Deduct 15 minutes for Club Departures

Tender Schedule

SUMMER | MAY 1 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2006
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun Holiday

8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15
8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45

9:15 9:15 9:15
9:45 9:45 9:45

10:15* 10:15* 10:15*10:15*10:15*10:15 10:15 10:15
11:15* 11:15* 11:15*11:15*11:15*11:15* 11:15* 11:15*
12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15

1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15
2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15*
3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15*
4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15*

4:45 4:45
5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15
5:45 5:45 5:45 5:45 5:45
6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15
7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15
8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15
9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15

9:45
10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15

10:45
11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15 (11:15)

am 12:15
Special Events 1:15
*Robbins Freight Runs 

High Season Hours  (June July And Aug)

Restaurant & Bar

Dining Room Bar

Mon Closed Closed

Tue 5-9pm 4-10pm

Wed 5-10pm 3-11pm

Thurs 5-9pm 4-10pm

Fri 5-10pm 4-12am

Sat 9am-10pm 12pm-12am

Sun 9am-10pm 12pm-10pm

Statutary Holidays Same as Sun Hours

Junior Club Banquet Aug. 25, Fri.
Wednesday Night Racing Aug. 30, Wed.
Corn & Weenie Roast / Kids camp out Sept. 1, Fri.
Pig Roast Afternoon / Night Sept. 2, Sat.

w/Now and Then Aug. 19, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing Sept. 6, Wed.
Wednesday Night Racing Sept. 13, Wed.
LORC ABYC Open Sept. 9/10, Sat./Sun.
Cruise out/in to EYC Sept. 16/17, Sat./Sun.
LORC First Frostbite Sept. 17, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing Sept. 20, Wed.
LORC Second Frostbite Sept. 23, Sat.
Champion of Champions Sept. 24, Sun.
AHMEN 4 RC MCC Sept. 24, Sun.
Last Chance Cup/Awards Banquet Sept. 30, Sat

w/Gist Band
AHMEN 5 RC NYC Oct. 1, Sun.
LORC Third Frostbite Oct. 7, Sat.
AHMEN 5 RC TS*&CC Oct. 7, Sat.
Haul-out /Daily flag raising stops/

Octoberfest (All Set - tentative) Oct. 14, Sat.
Haul-out Oct. 15, Sun.
Haulout/Pot Luck Oct. 21, Sat.
Haulout And/or Work Party Oct. 22, Sun.
Annual General Meeting Dec. 7, Fri.

Learn-to-Sail/Junior Club Session 1 July 3, Mon.
Wednesday Night Racing July 5, Wed.
LORC QCYC Regatta w/Alison Nichols July 8, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing July 12, Wed.
LORC PCYC Open July 15, Sat.
Clubhouse Heritage Celebration Day July 15, Sat.
LORC PCYC Open July 16, Sun.
Learn-to-Sail/Junior Club Session 2 July 17, Mon.
Wednesday Night Racing July 19, Wed.
LOC Star Regatta July 22,23 Sat., Sun.
Wednesday Night Racing July 26, Wed.
Learn-to-Sail/Junior Club Session 3 July 31, Mon.
Wednesday Night Racing Aug. 2, Wed.
Cruise to OYS Aug. 5/6, Sat./Sun.
Wednesday Night Racing Aug. 9, Wed.
Womens Skippers Race Aug. 12, Sat.
AHMEN 1 RC AYC Aug. 12, Sat.
Learn-to-Sail/Junior Club Session 4 Aug. 14, Mon.
Wednesday Night Racing Aug. 16, Wed.
Deadline return of trophies Aug. 18, Fri.
AHMEN 2 RC NYC Aug. 18, Fri.
Bob or Doug’s Lobsterfest

w/Midnight Walk Aug. 19, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing Aug. 23, Wed.
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Notice the golden seas (and the rare ripple on them) on race night.  That golden water is a little thin,
though, so we watched a lesson in various techniques for getting off the bottom – including luring a second
boat to go aground – before the redoubtable Robbins came to the  rescue. Wayne Lilley.

(Do you have a Picture of the Month that represents the spirit of the club, at it’s best, it’s worse, it’s
funnest, it’s most beautiful? Please send with a description to communications@qcyc.ca. 
Make sure it is at least a 500K jpg.)

Events

Picture of the Month


