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May 1986

FROM THE REAR

WEDNESDAY NIGHT RACES

1986 Skippers'! Meeting

Date : Wednesday, May 7th.
Time i 7e30 pomz
Location: Club Dining Hoom.

Core early {6 p.m.) for dinner - we're having a race
night menu.

Topics: Division sﬁllts.
Handicap system.
Awards.
Race course layout.
Race signals.
* We expect to have coples of the CYA Racing Rules f;r
sale.

First HRace

Date: Wednesday, May 1b4th.
Time: 1st. gun approx. £:20 p.m.

GCYC HANDICAP SYSTEM - WED. NIGHT RACES

We will start the season using the LOR handicap system
we have been using for many years.

A review of the PHRF rating system vs. LOR will be
presented at a meeting to be held at the club on:

Thursday, May 29th.
7:30 p.m.
Club Dining Room. (Dinner willl be available orior
Yo the meeting.)



PHRF RATINGS

PHRF measurement application forms are avallable from \
Andy Small and Tom Tomblin Jr. Note that the skipper can

take the measurements himself and submit the application

form to Andy or Tom for review.

QCYC has a club membership in the PHRF organization;

therefore, rating certificates vzlid for three years are ‘

avallable for $19.

Andy Small,
Rear Commodore.

HANDICAP SYSTEMS COMPARED

LOR PHRF Comparison |

Class LOR Time PHRF Time Change % f
Rating on Handi- on

Time cap Time

Factor (SP) Factor*
0'Day Tempest 20.6  0.809 243 0.811  up = ‘
San Juan 24 22.1 0.833 216 0.841 up 1
C+C 24 229 0.839 225 0.831 dn 1
Alberg 30 225 0.839 222 0.834 dn 1 |
Nonsuch 26 22.9 0.845 183 0.881 up 4
Santana 525 23.1 0.848 177 e 0.888 up 4
Redwing 30 23 0.848 192 0.870 up 3
C+C 25 23.3 0.851 219 0.838 dn 2
Kelt 7.6 23.9 0.860 222 0.834 dn 3
Mirage 26 24.0 0.861 219 0.838 dn 3 !
C+C 27-1 24.0 0.861 198 0.862 up -
Corvette 24.0 0.861 183 0.881 up 2
Shark 24.2 0.864 232 0.823 dn 5
J 24 24.6 0.870 171 0.896 up 3
Cc+C 27-2 24.7 0.871 186 0.877 up 1
Hughes 31 25.0 0.876 180 0.885 up 1
Viking 28 25.1 0.877 186 0.877 i 0
Niagara 26 25.2 0.878 180 0.885 up Al
Grampian 26 25.3 0.880 219 0.838 dn S
Catalina 30 2525 0.883 183 0.881 dn -
C+C 29 26.5 0.896 174 0.893 dn -
C+C 32 26.9 0.902 153 0.921 up 2
Alberg 37 275 0.910 168 0.900 dn 1
Nonsuch 30 w7 e d 0.912 144 0.933 up 2
c+C 30 2957 0.912 168 0.900 dn i
cs 33 28.8 0.926 144 0.933 up 1
Niagara 35 29.2 0.932 165 0.904 dn 3
C+C 34 29.6 0.937 141 0.937 - -
Nonsuch 36 35T 0.962 144 e 0.933 dn 3
Hughes 38 31.7 0.962 141 0.937 dn 3
C+C 35 32.0 0.966 111 0.982 up 2
C+C 36 32.5 0,972 129 0.955 dn 2
Elite 37 102 0.997
C+C 40 35.8 1.009 84 1.026 up 3
C+C 41 90 1.016
e - 1986 PHRF Lake Erie ( All others are 1986 PHRF Lake Ontario)
* - PHRF Time on Time Factor = 685.411

x .B96
ASP + 514.411



{
Note: Selected regional PHRF (SP) Handicaps were adjusted at the
1986 PHRF Lake Ontarioc meeting by up to 1 % of the time-on-time
factor which would be 1 minute in a typical Wednesday race of one
hour and forty minutes in duration.

Actual adjusted PHRF (ASP) Handicaps may vary up to 5 % or
5 minutes on a typical corrected time. The MOSS factor reflects
the skipper's and crew's perceived proficiency.

SP's are subject to review at least every year by a vote of
delegates to PHRF meetings. The PHRF Chief Handicapper provides
the predicted speed potential (CKSP) as a guide. In one case
CKSP=203, but SP=183. Here, SP could be appealed based on CKSP. I
have the PHRF program running, which calculates CKSP. Inputs are
J,I1,E,P,LOA,LWL,DISP(LBS.),BEAM, DRAFT, KEEL LENGTH at .5(DRAFT).

Each yacht is assigned an individual ASP which reflects
differences in equipment and the MOSS factor. In this way PHRF
is comparable to the "low net" scoring system in golf. 1If a
sufficient number of QCYC racers want to try PHRF, one
alternative to consider is to award two sets of prize flags; one
using PHRF "low net*" results based on skipper and crew skill plus
equipment potential, and another set of prize flags using LOR
"low gross* results based solely on equipment potential.
Remember that the PHRF (ASP) handicaps for two yachts of a given
class (say two Alberg 30's) may vary giving as much as 5 minutes
difference in corrected time for a 100 minute race in which the
elapsed times of the two Alberg 30's are almost identical. Our
Club racing experience with one design and LOR divisions has seen
five yachts finish within 5 minutes corrected time.

Here is some additional background to consider in
reviewing our rating system.

LOR, like the International Offshore Rule (IOR), the
Midget Ocean Racing Club (MORC), and the Measurement Handicapping
System (MHS), takes hull, sails and equipment measurements and
calculates a rated or modified waterline length. The length of
wave made by a yacht depends on this waterline length. As larger,
longer waves move faster so do higher rated yachts. The LOR rule
was developed by George Cuthbertson, cofounder and designer of
C+C Yachts, as an inexpensive alternative to other rules for
vhich measurement costs can be in the hundreds of dollars.

PHRF, unlike the above four systems, rates not only the
hull, sails and equipment, but also the skipper and crew. As a
skipper and crew become more proficient their PHRF handicap
is lowered (reflecting higher speed potential). This may occur
as frequently as every six months. “What we found” said Jim
Foyer, past president of US PHRF, "is that you're never wrong if
You can change your mind".

The LOR rule forms part of the constitution of the LOR
Association, and can only be altered as provided in the
constitution by a vote of certificate holders. Copies of the LOR
constitution are available to those wishing more detail.

PHRF is a decentralized system which originated south of
the border in California where an inexpensive alternative to IOR
was not available. The PHRF handicap for a given type of yacht
can vary from region to region,district to district and club to
club depending on such factors as the perceived proficiency of
its skippers and crews and typical local wind and current
conditions. Because good judgement is required in estimating the
MOSS factor and other performance indicators where limited
statistical data are available, some groups using PHRF assign
this duty to a committee which should meet regularly. PHRF
depends on a considerable volunteer commitment without which
handicap adjustments would not be possible. In considering
ad justments committees refer to various sources of information
including IOR, MORC and LOR ratings, CKSP's, FWSP's, race results
and US PHRF regional handicaps which are issued each year.
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Some interesting observations may be noted when reviewing
the US PHRF regional handicaps. In ten regions ranging from Lake
Erie to Southern California, the Niagara 35 rates faster than the
Niagara 31 except on Lake Ontario and off the coast of Nova
Scotia. The Nonsuch 30 rates faster on Lake Ontario than on Lakes
Erie, Huron, Michigan and Superior and actually rates on Lake
Ontario the same as a Nonsuch 36 on Lake Erie( no handicap is
recorded for a Nonsuch 36 on Lake Ontario as of February 1986).
Perhaps these variances can be explained by the number of yachts
handicapped which, for many classes, Was only one or two per
region as of February 1986.

Under PHRF a skipper/owner may appeal his/her ASP up
through the club committee, district committee which in our case
would be Toronto West, and ultimately to the regional committee
PHRF Lake Ontario. There, discussion and debate takes place, a
motion is proposed and seconded and a vote of delegates taken to
or not to adjust the regional handicap for a given class or
subclass of yacht(i.e. C+C 32 and C+C 32 shoal draft).

In summary, PHRF differs from measurement rules in that
volunteer committees at the club, district and regional level in
regions all over North America evaluate performance and generate
handicaps. It is interesting to note that the comparison of PHRF
regional numbers with LOR shows reasonable agreement in most
cases and in some cases closer agreement than between SP's and
ASP's.

As requested by the Rear Commodore this brief report is
made here. It is merely intended to stimulate further study and
discussion on the very involved topic of ratings and handicaps.
What QCYC racers have to do at the meeting on May 29, 1986 is to
consider and possibly recommend to the Rear Commodore which
system(s) to use for Wednesday evening racing.

Kevin Loughborough

Thanks, Kevin (VELEDA III)

NOTICE OF SPRING GENERAL MEETING

Take notice that a General Meeting of members will be held
at 7:30 p.m.,, May 23rd, 1986, at:

F@ dé4, THE GREAT HALL
QUEEN CITY YACHT CLUB
ALGONQUIN ISLAND
For the following purposes:

1. To recelve reports of the directors and committee
chairmen.

2. To transact such other business as may properly
be brought before the meeting.

Brian King,
Secretary.

n
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FLEET CAPTAIN'S REPORT

poth the HOBBINS and the QUEEN are now running trouble free.
The HOZEIN3 zave problems, but hopefully they have been
solved. Ray Lye (3SU33URUS) corrected a major fault in the
ROSEINS by welding the shaft strut and putting bracing on it
to firm it up. The s%eel required for this repalr wvas
provided by Ian Anderson, and Brian King (SAN3RIA) persuaded
hls company, Kleen Flo Products, to donate engine oll, oil
enhancer, fuel line cleaner, bilge cleaner, engine clearner,
and rust proofing paint. So rememnber, when you think of
engine czre, think Kleen Flo!' The skills and materials
donated by these members would have cost #250 - $300 in a
marine yard, yet, because of the co-operation of the above-
naned members, cost to the Club was zero dollars. This is
a filne example of members co-operating and doing work on
Club equipmnent and property to keep costs down. As this is a
self-help Club, members expertise and participation are
needed. Some members do not realize this, but if we do not
have volunteer labour, costs will go up. Which brings us

to a service needed for the ROBBINS: the head needs repalring,
so please, a few volunteer Marine Plumbers are needed -
let's hear from you secret Sanitary Engineers in the Club.
Call me at hone.

Our new driver Simon Mishiyev has settled into his duties,
to form our basic driving team with head driver Eric Lye.

A female member of the Club did not realire there was no

1:15 boat on Saturday and Sunday of Launch weekends, and
refused to give me my Spring Hug when I saw her, which
disappointed me. She will remain nameless because her husband
is big, mean, and surly, but my apologies to her, and I hope we
are still friends.

An extension of the 110v system on the American Side towards
the Ward's Island ferry dock will be installed this spring.
This will provide shore power for: SUFFIX, TRIVIA, TYA,
WIND DANCER, FOLKBOAT, PEA JaY, and SCHAIMSHAW, whose owners
are expected to particlpate in the work party needed to
Tacilitate the installation of this project. James Twinn
(GARFIELD) has volunteered to gather the above members to do
this work.

We hope to have the old power section on the American Side
upgraded to meet Hydro specs. within the next two weeks.
Dave Fowler (SOLANA) has been working on this. Thanks Dave.
(Don't worry, James Miller - you will have power.)

The subject of shore power does not come under the Fleet
Captain's cap, but we will try our best to do both Jobs with
members' help.

I am arranging to have the Harbour Police conduct examinations
(practical and written) for Toronto Harbour licences, at our
Club, in the very near future. I ask those of you who are
interested tc contact me at your earliest convenience.
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Please take note of the Tender Schedule again, starting May 5th.
Yes, we will have a new ensign for the QUEEN shortly.

Frelght runs are provided by the ROBBINS at a nominal charge,
James Tilker (BALLAST) is providing new lettering for the stern
on the QUEEN - another example of members participating in

Club Projects.

p—

Thank you,
Jim McKinley,
Fleet Captain.

MAY S5TH -UNTIL PURTHER NOTICE.

HON-FRI SAT & SUN HOLIDAYS f
Bi15 815 815
1115 Bils 8145
315 9115 9115
bias 9ibs 9ubs
bk 10115 10115
5115 10445 10445
5145 11415 11115
6115 12415 12415 |
7115 1115 1115
8:15 2115 2115
9115 3115 3as
10115 bi1s bas
11:15 WED & FRI 5115 5115 H
ONLY.
6115 6:15
7115 7115
8115 815
9115 9115
10:15 10115
11115 LAST BOAT SUNDAY
12115 LAST BOAT SATURDAY
1:15 SPECIAL EVENTS

GUESTS $1.00-ONE WAY CHILDREN UNDER 16-$0.50¢ ONE WAY
TICKETS OR EXACT CHANGE-PASS MUST BE SHOWN OR PARE PAID,

NO BICYCLES, OUTBOARD MOTORS, SPARS, GASOLINE, ETC., ON THE
*QUEEN'-FREIGHT RUNS ARE PROVIDED.

DOGS AND CATS HAVE TO BE UNDER OWNER'S CONTHOL,




HOUSE

Thanks for your patience with the Dining Room service over the
past few weeks while we treat the floor in the Great Hall.
It's a job that had to be done, and for once the weather was
warm enough that the stripper chemicals could work properly.
When the wood work party starts to fix the Dining Room

windows we'll move into the Great Hall for both bar and food
service. The Dining Room will be open on week nights starting
Tuesday, May 6th from 4:30 to 8:30.

We're starting to plan the Sailpast Dinner with our guest Chef
David Deyo, from the Market Grill. The only problem is that I
want to try all of the Chef's suggestions! Because of the
limited seating available and the overwhelming demand, I urge
everyone to buy theilr Dinner tickets early.

Senlor Members can invite up to four guests each;

Assoclate Members can invite two guests each.

Tickets not paid for by 10 a.m., May 17th will be sold on a
first come basis.

You will soon see a new addition on the Club lawn beside the
the fence near the garage - a small 4 ft. dlameter microwave
recelving dish. Rogers Cable Television has chosen thls site
to deliver their signal to Toronto Island subscribers.

In return, the Club will receive the full Rogers cable t.v.
service in the clubhouse, cable service to the Douglas cabin,
and about $27,000 on the 1ife of the contract.

Rogers is also working on a system to deliver their signal to
dock services., Happy viewing!

Neil Andrews,
House Chairman.

MEMBERSHIP

PROPOSED FOR MEMBEERSHIP

ASSOCIATE: Craig Green Doug McKittrick
Elaine Preston Warren Vandal

Bill Nichols,
Membership Chalrman.




MOCOL.NG

A work party managed to get the floating docks secured while
the ice was still in the lagoon. Bobby Peat did an excellent
Job of post pounding, along with Wayne Smith, Wayne Partridge
and Dennis Bigham. Myron Lasko and Rick Jackson, slightly
tardy, showed up to help, and now there is no fear of finding
the docks in the middle of the harbour.

Due to a possible high water level this year, the tires will
seem to be further back, but actually will be in their proper
place. You may need to add an extension to your mooring lines
as thls is a temporary situation.

Clive Pinkney,
Mooring Chairman.

1986

DUTY OFFICER OF THE DAY
MAY 17 B. Hitchins JUEN18 3. Ball
18 D. Bigham 19 G. Burrow
19 K. Loughborough 20 G. Lye
23 G. Isbister 25 : Espkdster
24 T, Hood 26 R. Charette
25 G. Grossman 27 R. 0'Hara
30 L. Beaumont
31 E. Dorner AUGUST 1 M. Dufty
2 K. Heuck
JUNE 1 B. Case 3 J. Weldon
& D. Bester 4L H. Anderson
7 B. Mclean 8 K. Noack
8 G. Smith 9 D. Dunn
13 E. Hoey 10 T. Dodge
14 M. Lasko 15 R. Hardy
15 K. Rich 16 K. Brockhausen
20 B. Harrington 17 T« Pibbs
21 A. Walton 22 R. Emmans
22 J. Raamat 23 D. Doyle
27 T. Hand : 24 B. Lye
28 R. Cameron 29 R. Grahanm
29 G. Anderson 30 G. Latendorf
31 T. Doyle
JULY 4 M. Smith
5 J. Twlnn SEPTEMBER 1 T. Upson
6 H. Skinner 5 1. Douglas
11 T. Egan 6 D. Johnston
12 H. Altman 7 D. Brown

13 P. Ashby

If you are not available for Duty Officer on the day
assigned to you, it 1s up to you to trade with someone else.




PLANNING (

HIGH WATER LEVELS

The water level was measured in the lagoon on April 6th

at the ALGONQUIN QUEEN berth, and found to be about 14" below
the flagstones at the clubhouse main entrance.

Eeferring to the monthly water level bulletin for the Great
Lakes, Lake Ontario generally rises another 5" between

April 7th and high water at June 1st. The maximum predicted
rise for the same period would not exceed 11" according to
these predictions. The 10 year average Toronto Harbour level
change in this period is generally a 5" increase, and the
1952 peak year experienced only a 4 3/4" increase.

From this most recent information, this office expects the
water level to increase by not more than another 5", providing
us with about 9" certaln freeboard at the club grounds in
normal weather.

We must, however, be on guard for a storm that can temporarily
raise our level into a flood condition. All members should
make contingency plans to avoid leaving anything subject to
water damage at a level prone to flooding, if we get a spring
storm - WHEN we get the expected spring storm!

Let's hope it comes from the north, not from the south or west.

Bob Nash,
Planning Chairman.

GALLEY FUEL CONVERSIONS

Qur Yard Chairman Wayne Smith has a limited number of
information pamphlets from Consumer's Gas regarding converslon
to natural gas. Consumer's Gas are encouraging conversions
with nominal charges for kits, and free tanks, for a limited
time only.

1. Natural Gas is a non-toxic fuel. CONSUMER'S GAS
It is not harmful fo pets or people. 500 CONSUMERS ROAD
WILLOWDALE

2. Natural Gas is lighter than air TEL. 1495-6052

and will dissipate harmiessly. It will
not collect or concentrate.

3. Natural Gas has a readily
detectable odourant added to
it. This allows detection of even
minute amounts which are not
hazardous.

4. Natural Gas appliances
operatfe without any pre-heating
and at very low pressure.

Sea N5

NATURAL GAS GALLEY FUEL

5 Natural Gas is environmentally

safe. MAILING ADDRESS:

6. Natural Gas will be readily CONSUMERS’ GAS SYSTEMS
available in exchange cylinders PO, Box 650
right at dock side at better marine Scarborough, Ontario

outlets throughout Ontario. ; . MIK9Z9




COMPASS ADJUSTMENT

by
Barry Hitchins

Before starting the actual compass adjustment there are several requirements
that are often overlooked and can lead to inaccurate adjustment.

Al

Check the area around the compass to make sure that all materials of a
magnetic nature are secure in the normal sea-going position.

The screw driver or adjuster should be of a non-magnetic material.
(This adjuster is often provided with the compass.)

Using known courses, charts, buoys or landmarks, detefmine an accurate
magnetic north-south course and an accurate magnetic east-west course.

A common error is to plot these courses true--resulting in a compass error
of an amount equal to the local magnetic variation.

You are now ready to start the actual compass adjustment,

1. Head the boat north and note any error of the compass reading. Turn
the athwartship compensator until the compass reads correctly on this
heading.

2. Head east on your previously determined course. Observe any error
and correct by turning the fore and aft compensator.

3. Head south. Note the number of degrees of error and correct half the
amount. If, for example, on the known south course the compass reads
170°, turn the athwartship compensator until the compass reads 175°.

4. Head west and correct for half of the observed error as in step 3 above.

To ensure accuracy on all headings, check for deviation every thirty degrees
and record any deviation on a deviation card.

The deviation can change so periodic checks should be carried out, i.e. at
the start of each boating season.

For boats with steel hulls a compass is used with quadrantal corrections.
These consist of two soft iron spheres which bolt to the top of the bracket
and slide along the length of the bracket for adjustment. These are used
only after the normal built-in compensators have been adjusted.

The quadrantal corrections are used to correct any erros at the inter-cardinal
points: NE, SW, SE and NW.

In some cases, where there is unusual deviation, deck magnets may have to
be used. If this is the case, a professional compass adjuster is recommended.

Thanks, Barry (SOUTHERN CROSS)
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JUNIOR CLUB

The Junior Club is starting to organize for the season.

Three of the four instructors are coming back this year
(Robert Eckersley, Deborah Noack, and Sean Matthews), so that
there will be good continuity with the program of last year.

We have received a much-apprecilated donation of a Starboat
from Gerald Jones, and this boat will be integrated into the
program to provide keelboat experience at various levels for
the students. .

We are ‘in the process of acquiring further boats to update
and upgrade the Junior Club fleet. Presently, the Junior Club
has approximately eight Albacores, Three Lasers, and three ;
Laser IIs (and soon a Starboat) that are employed to provide
experience at various levels for the students.

The Club offers White to Silver Sall programs that meet the
Canadlan Yachting Assocliation standards with well-qualified
instructors. I also understand that the cost is very
competitive with other programs around the city, and finally
and most important - the students have a lot of fun as well as
learn to sail.

The Club also offers an adult sailing program using the seme
boats and instructors. It runs two nights a week during
July and August and teaches White Sail in a less structured
format than the Junior Club.

A copy of the application forms for both the Junior Club

and the Adult Salling program are enclosed, and they provide
most of the details. If there are any questions, please call
the Club office or myself for further information.

PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD AND SUPPORT THESE PROGRAMS.

LETTERS

John Warren,
Junior Club Chairman.

While 'Down Under' in January I visited the Royal Perth Yacht
Club. A sign inside the door stated that the Auld Mug was
not available for visitors' viewing. When I showed the Club
manager my Honorary Commodore's card of the QCYC I was made
very welcome. I told him Canada would win in 1987, but if
we didn't I hoped that they would retaln it.

A lovely clubhouse and friendly people.

Bob Johnston,
Honorary Commodore.

Thanks, Bob. I hope your prediction proves accurate!



CENTENNIAL (

THE QCYC CENTENNIAL LOGO doesn't exlist yet, so we're asking
all you imaginative types out there to create one, for use
on our 1989 stationary, regalla, etc.

Any or all of the Centennial Committee members will be glad
to recelve or discuss your 1deas:

Bob Norton Len or June Canham
Karen Nichols Don Sturgess
Tom or Gwen Egan Norm Grittani

Bert or Loulse Barraclough Marg Shawyer

Doug Millar,
Chairman.

Many years ago I wrote a history of the Club after interviewing
many old timers such as Jack Adams, Blake Van Winkle, Bruce
Beattie, and others. I loaned it to someone and never got it
back. Al Rae had an old movie of the clubhouse and members
back when Algonquin Island was called Sunfish Island.

There was no bridge access nor any houses. Perhaps Vi (Violet
Rae) has it, or Al Jr.

Bob Johnston,
Honorary Commodore.

Any member who may have an inkling as to the whereabouts of

the history or film is asked to contact one of the Centennial
Committee members. >

DECADENT DOMESTICITY IN DARKEST DEVON

from our Chudleigh Correspondent.
Warren (Jake) Jackman.

Cath and I would like to pass along to all of our friends at
Queen City the universal greeting one encounters 1ln Devon

from friend and stranger alike, male or female, a single word
which conveys all the gamut of concerned inqulry expressed in
a greeting. It means °‘Good morning' (or ‘Good evening');

"How are you?': 'l hope you are well and prosperous and your
liver is standing up'; 'I hope all is well with your family and
that your wife's relatives will leave soon'. Every nuance of
friendly inquiry into your well-being and kindly wishes for the
future are distilled into one word, expressed with a rising
inflection and in a forthright manner so that there will be no
suggestion of wishy-washy sentimentality. What economy of
expression! The one word 1s: 'ORRIGHT?*
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The first time I encountered it was in meeting an acquaintance
passing on the street. I was so startled by the single word
greeting expressing such a wealth of meaning and depth of feeling
that I babbled a totally incoherent reply having something to do
with the state of my health, my upstanding liver and the fact that
my wife's relatives are not expected for some months yet. By this
time the greetor was well down the block leaving the greetee still
babbling and groping for words to adequately reply to this graclous
inquiry. I have since developed, after a great deal of thought,

a corresponding single word reply which, although not as clever,
is eminently true and expresses a wealth of health, well-being and
complete satisfaction with the state of things. I just reply:
'GREAT! ' with a similar rising inflection and a slight roll on

the R 1lke Yogl Bear when he used to extoll the virtues of corn
flakes on TV. So in greeting our friends at Queen City the single
word greeting of Devon conveys our concern for your well-being and
best wishes for the future, and the single word reply answers any
questions you may have about us. ORRIGHT? GRREAT!

Expanding slightly on the reply, we couldn't be better, and the
weather here has been absolutely marvellous. 1l.e.: no cold, no snow,
no slush. The temperature, with two brief exceptlons when it went
down to 30°F, has been consistently 40 to 50°F, and on the two
colder occasions of about two to three days each, the local people
spoke of the terrible cold, and sald it was 'bitter cold'.
Everything, the fields, the forests, the grass is bright green and
flourishing. I have to look up at the tops of the trees to remind
myself that it is winter. Yesterday we admired pansies in full
bloom in a neilghbor's garden, and I found 1t hard to believe that
the calendar said January 22nd. We have had rain, of course, but
no more than I would expect in Toronto during a mild fall, and the
proportion of sunny to cloudy days 1s about the same as Toronto 1n

winter.

The only meterial things that we miss are Clamato juice (for
Caesar's) and soda crackers. 1 ordered a stock of the former
from Harrod's, London, but at something over $6 a bottle it will
be strictly Caesar material, not breakfast juice! If our longing
for soda crackers continues, Harrod's may get another order.

This 1s the first time that the central heating system we installed
two years ago has been on for any length of time, and I suspect
that it i1s the first time that the two hundred and some odd year
0ld structure has ever been this dry. Before that, the whole

house was heated by a big fireplace in the kitchen and a small one
in the 1iving room, the ones in the upstairs bedrooms having been
closed off sometime previously. We hope this is another indication
of a continuing mild climate.

We have had a lot of funny things happen, but two of them involve
windows and a washing machine. The windows at the back of the house
face west out onto the garden, and when the west wind blows they
tend to be draughty. They are lovely old Georglan-style with
slender mullions dividing the perfectly proportioned panes, but
their six feet by six feet dimensions add up to a fair draught on

a windy day. Replacement windows are a big business here, and I
called in two highly respected firms for quotations on windows
identical in appearance but double glazed and framed in PVC.

The first chap came with a full-sized corner section of one of their
windows, about 2'X2' illustrating all the details of their
construction. The design was so well thought out that every
eventuality of wind, rain and burglar had obviously been elegantly
covered, and I was sold on the spot, 1t only needed agreement on
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price and he had the order. He measured the windows and sat down
to some lengthy calculations, and I began to speculate on the
possible outcome. We had asked him to gquote on two windows, and I
thought: 'If he says £300 for the two I will have to think about it
a bit' and later: ‘What 1f he says £600? That's crazy! They
would never sell them! Bet it will be something like £ 1450, though,
brace yourself!t!' Just then our man cleared his throat and said:
'Now, Mr. Jackman, your windows are going to cost' - and I thought
‘It's going to beL 600¢' - 'Twentyone hundred and thirtyfive pounds'.
1 was so shocked I blurted out 'Good Lord:*® and nearly fell off my
chair. I may be out of touch, but something over four thousand
dollars for two plastic windows was totally incomprehensible.

We exchanged some pleasantries having nothing to do with windows
and ushered the chap out. Cath and I nearly fell down laughing,
the price was so unexpected. I realized after that the windows
are probably worth every penny because they would last at least

a hundred years with zero maintenance, but when the silver threads
by far outnumber the gold and every policeman looks like a damned
kid, who cares about a one hundred year guarantee? The other chap
came 1n at something like over £450 for one window, and he got the
same pleasantries. We finally came to the conclusion that since we
are certainly not cold, and the gas bill has so far been less than
expected, we will just tighten up the old windows, and spend the
hundreds of pounds saved on visliting pubs, castles and cathedrals
in that order.

The washing machine affair began with the arrival of our new

auto washer. Very few British homes have basements, so the
washer 1s usually lodged under a counter in the kitchen, and

ours went 1nto the obvious home of 'Its predecessor. By the

time we got the thing hooked up to the H & C water and drain,

and read the manual through fifteen times, twiddling dials all
the while and finally hearing a solenoid click and water rush in,
1t was the wiltching hour, 1.e. the sun was so far beyond the
yard arm it was hull down on the horizon, so we plunked the old
sherry decanter down on the kitchen table and sat down to see
what happened, having poured a generous dollop to settle the
dust. There followed such a rivetting performance that we

forgot all about the TV and spent the early evening watching

the washing machlne!t! Once the fill cycle was over it just

sat hulking under its counter, its single Cyclops eye staring
balefully back at us, apparently doing nothing. Just as I
reached for the guarantee on the thing in something of a rage,

I realized that it was probably just hotting up the hot water
even hotter, because they warn you not to touch the glass

when the thing 1s in full spate - it 1s very hot! This phase
accounted for a good half-glass of sherry, and we were on the
edges of our seats when suddenly we got action. It roused itself
with a couple of clicks and then began to rotate. Not the wild,
devil-may-care thrashing of a raw, untutored Canadian machine,
but rather a quite slow, dignified turn of about 3/4 of a clock-
wlse revolution, taking about five seconds - and then it stopped!
Agaln 1t hulked under its counter doing nothing except click
malevolently at us for about fifteen seconds, then action again.
Wild North American-style gyrations? Never! Again a slow,
stately pirouette of about five seconds duration and again a
silent sulk of fifteen or twenty seconds dolng absolutely nothing.
Thls extraordinary performance was repeated many times and then
we heard a pump evacuating the (hopefully) dirty water. Next came
a majestic, stately spin at a very dignified speed followed by a
rather carefree somewhat faster spln and then more water. The same
sequence was repeated several times and we were intrigued to see
whether the thing would ever develop the wild abandon of a
Canadian machine. Some of the repetitions were obviously rinses
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but Lord only knows when the soap went in. This very, very
dignified, lordly performance went on for about an hour and
accounted for a considerable drop in the old decanter level.
Finally we realized that it was probably performing its finale
when, after the usual stately spin followed by the carefree whirl
it went into an absolute frenzy of whirling about, recklessly and
completely abandoned, very un-British, all the while emitting a
high-pitched whine as if in apology for such undignified behaviour.
Finally, with an audible sigh it subsided and I could almost see
it shrink back to its original size after puffing itself up for
this rebellious strike against accepted decorous behaviour. Shame!!
(Amazing what clarity of vision one gets after a half-decanter or
so of the old amber fluid!) In spite of its prima donna-like
performance, Cath pronounced the results as first-rate: sparkling
clean. Thinking about it later in the cold, asmber fluidless light
of day, I concluded that the very odd performance is probably a
result of the apparent preoccupation of people here with energy
costs. I can't see that power and gas are any higher here than
Toronto, but when I heard that the average annual wage of those
who have a wage 1s just over £8,000, 1t started to make sense.

It appears that machines are designed to get the job done at the
absolutely lowest level of energy consumption. Anyway, the thing
works, and if 1t is canny as well, Hoots! So much the better!

About two weeks ago we noticed green shoots coming up all over
our garden. They are now up about four to six inches and we have
finally identified them as daffodils and tulips! In January!

We put seed out for the birds and find the different varieties
quite interesting. The first year that we had the house we bought
a bird book, and managed to identify a few, and then a pretty
little bird with blue coloring landed on our feeder, and we
identified it from our book as a Great Tit. We then gleefully
watched for a second one so wWe could tell our Canadlan friends
that we saw a palr of Great Tits in the garden! Bird watching

is not as dull as it seems!

Jake.,

Thanks, Jake, for your edifying dispatch.

However, and it pains me to have to say this, I can't help
wondering if that famous sherry decanter of yours hasn't slowed
Your normally swift responses just a tad, and delayed your
absorption of local customs, for, at the risk of appearing
churlishly pedantic, dare I suggest that your bird-watching is
still of the Canadian or international variety?

British birds are usually young, spritely, and ever so bold,

with brief, brilliant plumage, and trilling song, whose habitats
are usually pools (typing), rock (concert), pubs, and, after their
summer mligration, the beaches of Torremolinos, Benldorm, and other
points south and east.

That well-known British bird-watching publication The Sun, always
publishes a photograph of one of the more flamboyant species,
usually featherless, for reasons which elude me, on page three.
Watching THEM 15 never, ever dull!
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SCHEDULE
ONTARIO SAILING CENTRE
1986
1. a) May 18-23 Learn to Sail Week
b) May 18-23 Race Training Week
2. 8) May 22-25 Provincial Team Camp
b) May 23-25 Race Management Clinic
3. a) May 27-June 1 Race Coach Level {iI
b) May 25-30 Finn Week
4, June 16 Hoble Week
5. a} June7-13 IDP Red
b} June 8-13 1DP Board
6. June 15-20 IDP Blue
7. June 22-27 IDP Green
8. a) June 29-July 4 Optimist Week
b) June 28-July 4 Youth Week
9. a) July 6-11 Learn to Sall Week
b) July 6-11 Race Training Week
10. July 13-18 Boardsalling Freestyle &
Racing Clinic
11. a) July 20-25 Learn to Sail Week
b) July 20-25 Race Training Week
12. a) July 27-August 1 Youth Week
b) July 27-August 1 CYA Bronze & Silver Sail Testing
13. a) August 3-8 Learn to Sail Week
b) August 3-8 Race Training Week
14. August 24-29 IDP Green

i 7O TALIU
IMMERSION

SAILING

IVACATION ||

This summer immerse yourself for a week
at the Ontario Sailing Centre and experience
what Terry Netlson (Olympic Bronze Medalist '84)
calls ‘thabuif.meudveuﬂingcuumu inNorth
America.”

rt coaches, top-notch equipment and
comfortable live-in facilities create an ideal sailing
vacation for all sailors — beginner to expert. Call the
Ontario Sailing Association at (416) 495-4240 for
the Ontario Salling Centre 1986 Program
Scheduls. Or write to the O.S.A., 1220 Sheppard
Ave. E., Willowdale, M2K 2X1.

(4]

REGATTAS
July 18-20 Mistral Ontarios
August 2-3 Laser Il Ontarlos
August 8-15 Wayfarer Worlds
August 29-31 Albacore Canadians (Tentatlve)




)

7| CHANDLER'S CORNER [

By George

He looked over from where he was watching the tube.

She was still hunched over the dining room table working on
the household accounts, a job she had started shortly after
dinner. The news was about to come on. It was ten o‘clock.
Most nights, too many nights, a pot of tea would be brewed
and they would sip on this as they watched the news.

Mostly in silence. She would go upstalrs to bathe around
the half hour mark. He would pour another mug of tea with a
generous dash of rye, and walt for her to call down that the
bathroom was free, Shortly after they would have a hug and
kiss goodnight and go to sleep.

She was frowning in concentration. He got up and went over to
her.

"Do you want anything?"”

*I don't think so. Do you?"

"How about a corned beef sandwich?"
"0Oh dear, we don't have any."

"Would you like a corned beef?"
"Well... yes," she replied. ™"“But..."
"Put on your shoes and coat.”

She started to smile. First reward,
"Come on."

Minutes later they were driving west on Eglinton through the
soft spring drizzle.

Ylzzi's at Avenue and Eg was closed. Back in the car they
continued west to Bathurst. Conversation was now in full flow.
Memories. The good times. But no delis. 1Italian. Chinese.
The area was changing. Up the Allen Roadway to Lawrence, and
back to Bathurst northbound. They were determined now.

A corned beef sandwich and a knish. Nothing else would suffice.
They drove past the street they had lived on so many years ago.
How 0ld had their first daughter been then? Three? God, that
was twentysix years ago.

"Remember you'd come home from the Alr Force Reserve late at
night, wake me up to eat the corned beef sandwiches you'd just
bought at the corner?® Red Panzer's, that was it. Look, it
was there., Not a delil any more. More memories. More reward.
The 1little plaza is a few blocks north of Wilson. The sign
says Panzer's deli. New location. It's open. It's next to
empty. Only one other customer.

The meat is pilled high. The knish is zesty. The 'Bud' is
better than wine. Knees brush under the table. Laughing
between bites and remembering.

He pays the bored waltress. $11.65 with tip.

The rain has turned to mist. The city looks new and shiny.
She squeezes his hand.

"Thank you,"™

".es thank YOU.®

He thought how lucky he was. How lucky they were. Lucky people
make thelr luck. ‘
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When Rick Jackson's boat VELSHEDA goes back in the water this
spring, it will be her 50th season. The previous owner was
Rick's father - Past Commodore of Port Credit Yacht Club.
+.++Will C&C boats now become classics? Will a new C&C company
rise from the ashes? Film at eleven. How is 1t that Fred
Mayerhoffer (RUNNING FREE) can do more work around the yard
with one hand than most do with two? More changes...

the Altmans have sold thelr boat WINCREST. The Corner hears
that Dave and Josie Fowler are salling thelr vessel SOLANA
to Bermuda. Keep a good log you guys. Remember the trophy.
If you saw a member running alongside his boat painting the
bottom as it headed for the water, chances are it was John
Warren (ACE). Being an accountant and a sallor at this time
of year puts a real strain on your time.

Was that a bird's nest we saw on the stern of GONE WITH THE
WIND?

CORNER TRIVIA
1. What is a group of owls called?

2. If you flew due east from Cape Horn where would you next
pass over land?

3. Who said: "Never eat more than you can 1ift."
Miss Piggy? The Refridgerator? <Chris Smith?

4., What number did the famous baseball player Ty Cobb wear?
5. Who thought the musical hit 'Cats' was the sequel to
‘Bye Bye Birdie'?
a) Garfield. b) Eamon Hoey. c¢) Mrs. Katz.
And the answers are... the envelope, please...
The answer to the first question is: 'A parliament’.
Better we should have some owls in ours.

Number two - the answer 1s... Cape Horn! There is no other
land at the same latitude 56° 00°'.

3. Miss Plggy.

4. Aha. Trick question. None. Ty played before numbers
were used.

5. All of them.
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