
Tips on Blake Van Winkle & Women’s Open Postponement Process 

This year the Blake Van Winkle and Women’s Open Pursuit Races will allow for the Race 
Committee to postpone the start.  Postponements are rare but are sometimes necessary 
due to things like bad weather and equipment failure. 

The following is a quick overview of what will happen if the race is postponed and how to 
determine your new start time.  For additional information see the Sailing Instructions. 

The Race Committee will indicate the race is postponed by flying the AP pennant (below) 
and making two sounds of the horn. The RC may also make a call on the VHF but is not 
required to do so. 

 

 

 

To keep matters as simple as possible, the Race Committee will make sure that any delay 
lasts exactly 10, 20, 30, 40, etc. minutes. 

When the delay is resolved the Race Committee will remove the AP pennant and make one 
sound.  That indicates the beginning of a 10-minute countdown, at the end of which racing 
will commence with the start of the first boat. 

So, in the event of a postponement racers must be prepared to make an adjustment in their 
start time by increments of 10 minutes.  

For example:  

a) IN THE EVENT OF A 10-MINUTE POSTPONEMENT – Every boat’s start time will be 20 
minutes later than scheduled, factoring for the 10 minutes of postponement plus 10 
minutes of prep time from the end of postponement to commencement of racing.  
In the case of a boat with a scheduled start time of 13:23:45, the new start time will 
be 13:43:45. 

b) IN THE EVENT OF A 20-MINUTE POSTPONEMENT - Every boat’s start will be 30 
minutes (20 minutes plus 10 minutes of prep time) later than its scheduled time.  
Our sample boat’s new time will therefore be 13:53:45. 

In the interest of clarity, the Race Committee may make an announcement on the radio to 
help crews to adjust their start times appropriately. 


